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On the completion of one year of Jal Shakti Abhiyan, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union
Minister for Jal Shakti, presented a booklet to Hon. President and Hon. Vice President of India.
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From the Chief Editor's Desk

)J

Even as the threat of Covid-19 lingers, it is encouraging to see people of India cautiously moving forward. | am sure we

will soon come out of the crises as winners.

In the last edition of Jal Charcha, | had talked about 'Catch the Rain' campaign being undertaken by the National Water
Mission of our Department. | am delighted to share with you that in the past few days we have been able to build a
remarkable momentum in the campaign. Not only organizations like Airports Authority of India, Central Armed Police
Forces, Indian Air Force etc. apprised us of the activities undertaken by them for rainwater harvesting, more and more
positive responses are pouring-in supporting ‘Catch the Rain' campaign. | thank all of them for their kind gestures.
Within this campaign, a number of webinars were organised in July with various stakeholders and a new series of
discussions with District Collectors has also been initiated, which would to go a long way in engaging the local
administration. 'Catch the Rain' campaign is also likely to play a significant role in the Jal Shakti Abhiyan, which has
already entered into its second year. Our Hon. Minister recently presented a booklet 'One Year of Jal Shakti'to the Hon.
President and the Hon. Vice-President of India and apprised them of the work done in the first year of the Abhiyan.

The inclusion of Namami Gange Project in Prime Minister's Awards for Excellence in Public Administration 2020 was a
proud moment for the Department. In this regard, all District Ganga Committees have been asked to submit their
nominations for the prestigious Award. It is our firm belief that the effective involvement and action at the district level
can contributeimmensely to the cause of water conservation in general and river rejuvenation in particular.

Under PMKSY-AIBP, we are sharing with you the success story of completion of Narmada Canal Project that runs for
about 532 km from the Sardar Sarovar Dam in Gujarat up to Jalore and Barmer districts of Rajasthan to fulfill the
irrigation and drinking water needs of 233 and 1541 villages in Rajasthan respectively. Within Gujarat also, the Narmada
Canal provides water to thousands of villages and households. One such village is Norta Vanta which has become
water-sufficient by successfully using and storing the waters of Narmada Canal through water conservation
structures constructed under MGNREGA.

This issue of Jal Charcha also sheds light on the inspirational stories of Ms. Kalpana Ramesh, a Hyderabad-based
architect-turned-water conservationist and Padma Shri Mr. Mahesh Sharma, famously called as 'Gandhi of Jhabua'in
Water Heroes and 15th Water Talk sections respectively. To make Jal Charcha more student-friendly, we have also
included a poster series by Shantilal Muttha Foundation that spreads awareness on water conservation among
children.

Allin all, this issue of Jal Charcha offers an insight into various facets of water conservation and | hope that it will be a

reading treat to people from different walks of life.
Warm Regards

(Upendral|Prasad Singh)
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Pond Deepened, Check Dam Constructed to
Ensure Water Security in Norta Vanta, Gujarat

The moderate annual rainfall of about 600-700 mm made
the arid Norta Vanta village of Patan district in Gujarat
vulnerable and prone to droughts. The farmers, therefore,
depended a great deal on groundwater for irrigation and
only 10% farmers could cultivate during all three seasons.
In order to change this situation, the Gram Sabha decided
to take up the water conservation initiatives under
MGNREGA to augment the water storage capacity of the
village. The local authorities took the decision of
deepening Pipariya Talav, a local pond and clearing field
channels besides constructing a check dam.

The technical team of MGNREGA provided the
necessary assistance in planning and execution of water
conservation works. The construction of check dam,
deepening of Pipariya Talav, de-silting of existing field
channels and construction of new channels were done
during 2018- 2019 in convergence with the Sujalam
Sufalam Jal Sanchay Abhiyan (SSJSA) at a total cost of
Rs.4.77 lakh.

The situation in the village changed drastically. The check
dams enabled the flow of water from Narmada Canal and
annual rain to the rejuvenated Pipariya Talav whose
storage capacity increased manifold after the work. The
water is now available for farming and for consumption of

jalshakti-dowr.gov.in

livestock round-the-year. About 100 acres of agricultural
land has been brought under cultivation with the help of
the new water conservation initiatives and about 178
households have benefitted. In 2019 monsoon, a total of
11,780 m® water was stored in the pond.

Shri Amar Kesaji Thakore, a local farmer said, “Water
from the canal now flows directly to the pond and the
farmers are able to draw water using pumps directly to
their farms. Earlier, no water was available except during
rains.

The local Vanzara community benefitted the most in
terms of getting employment under MGNREGA. Shri
DalajiJoraji Vanzara, a local villager said, “I have worked
under MGNREGA during the construction of check
dam. My wife also worked on the site. I belong to the
Vanzara community. We are around 15 Vanzara families
in the village and all are landless. I worked for three weeks
in Mahatma Gandhi NREGA and earned Rs. 3,900 as
wage.” The efforts done for water conservation under
MGNREGA will go a long way in ensuring water security
in Indian villages.
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Winners of "Water Heroes Share Your Stories” Gontest (April & May 2020)

Sh. Pratham Agarwal

Sh. Pratham Agarwal, Executive Engineer, South Central Railways played a crucial role in construction of trenches in villages that fall under Ongole sub-
division of Railways. The work was done along the railway track in this jurisdiction as part of the water conservation activities conducted under the
‘Convergence Scheme of MGNREGS with Railways’ Not only have the water conservation structures built as part of this initiative fulfilled the

drinking water needs of people of the region and the livestock, it has resulted in increase in groundwater levels as well.

Sh. Saksham Bansal
At a very young age, Saksham Bansal, a school student has designed an automated tap to wash hands without any wastage of water. This tap can save
upto S litres of water per person in a day.

Sh. Shashank Singh worked to provide a better life to the residents of Rasabeda village, Ranchi as part of 'Rasabeda Water Project' by providing them
requisite facilities such as access to safe drinking water, surface water management, rainwater harvesting and groundwater recharge which improved the
lives of the people there.

Under the leadership of Sh. Sunil Shrivastava in Reliance Foundation, Jhalara Village in Madhya Pradesh and many other villages became water-secure
through innovative low-cost affordable solutions. He designed a system called ‘Holiya’ in 2016 to recharge groundwater with flood water which can be
later used for irrigation. He also innovated a low-cost check dam for basaltic regions, applied ferro-cement technology for water tanks, check dams and

, many more solutions which helped villages to become drought resilient.

Smt. Kalpana Pandey, Director of Sarthi Welfare Trust, a non-profit organisiation based in Uttar Pradesh has been working towards water conservation
along with her team members. She participated in the cleanliness drive for rivers Hindon and Kali, went to rural areas to educate locals about water
conservation practices, held seminars in schools to spread awareness about water conservation among children, and also conducted tree plantation

/ drives to aid groundwater recharge.

Sh. Amandeep Shoor is a resident of Khamra village in Madhya Pradesh. He has been working to spread awareness about water conservation in his
village. He took the initiative to install a rainwater harvesting system in the school compound of Government Senior Secondary School of his village by
creating a soak pit under the MGNREGA scheme. As aresult, the village has experienced an increase in the groundwater level.

Smt. Savitri Shrivastava is known as the "Water Woman' of Gwalior, a city in Madhya Pradesh. She independently started her campaign to save water in
year 2003. Today, she has installed many rainwater harvesting plants in schools, colleges, domestic as well as on roads, in different regions. She is now
working towards the rejuvenation of traditional wells and bawadis.
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A Reverberating Revival Story of Kosi River

Kosi River in Uttarakhand, which is the lifeline of
Almora town, saw a steep decline in its flow (around 20
times decrease) in the past two decades and the very
survival of the people of the district became
questionable. This led the district administration to
launch the largest ever plantation drive which was
carried out in one hour as part of phase-1 of its river
revival projectin Almora district (Hawalbag and Takula
blocks) in 2018. More than 1.67 lakh saplings with over
90% survival rate were planted across 110 plantation
sites with the help of students, MGNREGA workers,
Army, Sashastra Seema Bal(SSB) force units and
government officials. GIS mapping and tracking of the
plantation sites is being done. This activity was
registered in the Limca Book of Records.

Phase-2 of the Kosi rejuvenation works included
construction of groundwater recharge structures;
infiltration trenches, infiltration holes, bio check dams,
dry stone check dams and ponds. The following
numbers of structures were made to hold rainwater and

recharge groundwater table:

o Infiltration trenches—11,95,057 meters
o Infiltration holes — 1,84,64,280 meters

« Bio-check dams — 2,000

o Drystone checkdams-152

e Ponds-375

These efforts resulted in conservation of 74 million
litres of water in the irrigation sector, which created the
irrigation potential of additional 2960 hectares. In total,
225.85 km length of rivers/streams forming part of

Development and Ganga Rejuvenation acknowledged
these efforts by giving Almora district first prize in Best
District, Revival of River category (North Zone) at the
National Water Awards 2018.

Rainwater Harvesting in Almora District

Using Ridge-to-Valley approach, the efforts were
carried out to increase water in the catchment area for
Kosi River. This was done by creating rainwater
harvesting facilities in about 80% government
buildings (including offices, residences) in Almora
district. In villages, more and more families are still
assisted with construction of water harvesting tanks.
The financial estimates have been prepared for few
buildings which don’t have rainwater harvesting
facilities to make Almora a district with 100% rainwater
harvesting facilities. This helps in keeping the revival of
Kosi River sustainable as rainwater harvesting
decreases the burden of the river to meet the water
needs of the town.

This story of revival of Kosi River in Almora district
holds immense promise for Jal Shakti Abhiyan being
implemented under the leadership of Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi. The action based on scientific
studies and people’s involvement at the grassroots level
is a key to effective management of water as shown by
Almora district administration and is worth emulating.
Our rivers are our pride and source of sustenance of our
civilization. Efforts like these should inspire all of us to
do ourbit for water conservation.
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Narmada Waters Makes Rajasthan Greener, Farmers Rejoice

Supply-side management has been an age-old practice for
water management in India. The Narmada Canal Project has
brought about a paradigm shift in respect of supply-side
management as well as demand-side management, which is
a unique and renewed beginning of water management in
India.

Some of the areas of Rajasthan face acute water shortage due
to irregular and scanty rainfall. In order to meet the long-
term demands of Rajasthan, waters of Narmada River has
now reached the State after the completion of the Narmada
Canal Project under Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. It
envisaged providing irrigation and drinking water to Jalore
and Barmer districts of Rajasthan, which are drought prone
and part of the great Indian Thar desert. Through this
project, 0.5 Million Acre Feet (MAF) of water which was
allotted to Rajasthan from Sardar Sarovar Dam is now
effectively being used for the benefit of these areas through
micro-irrigation.

The Narmada Main Canal off-taking from Sardar Sarovar
Dam enters Rajasthan after traversing a distance of 458.3
kilometres. After entering Rajasthan, the canal runs for 74
kilometres, also known as Narmada Canal (Rajasthan
Portion) Project. Twelve main distributaries and 2 sub-
distributaries emerge from main canal. The total length of

distribution system comprising of distributaries, minors and

sub-minorsisabout 1719 kilometres.

The project, which was initially planned to cover 1.35 lakh
hectares of land for irrigation is now providing irrigation
facilities to 2.46 lakh hectares of land. This miracle happened
due to mandatorily switching over to micro-irrigation,
which is central to the PM's vision of Per Drop More Crop.
Through micro-irrigation, both demand-side management
and supply-side management are being done, making this
project path breaking in water management for agricultural
use.

Through this project, the number of villages which benefit
agriculturally from the Narmada Canal also increased from
89 to 233. In addition, this project also provides drinking
water facilities to 1,541 villages of Jalore and Barmer districts
of Rajasthan. The irrigation potential of 2.46 lakh hectares
has been created at a total cost of Rs. 2551.03 crore. Total
Central Assistance (CA) and State Share (from NABARD)
of Rs. 1511.86 crore and Rs. 252.44 crore respectively was
provided for the project.

Shri Padma Ram, a farmer from Berigaon village, who got
benefitted from the Narmada Canal Project said: “Earlier, we
could hardly sow one crop, that too when it rained. Ever
since Narmada water has come to our village, we can sow 2-3
crops every season evenifit doesn'train.”

8 |45 %= | Aug 2020
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STl I o B 37 Bl gHN! STl ATST
BT THA E1 AT T8 39T &
SITeTd 1T, & A el G2l bl STl ATgT
£ Ifcas AfgctT Jerfhavl &1 U 981
IGTE0T & | HigelT SRSy feaw o
AT JUTHAT &7 996 AIG ST o
gefepl Palel ‘She Inspires Us’
BT P ATY AT BT 2 | Fode
TS SR & T @M o folg STt
TR &TUT BT U F2T URUITSIT ¢ | $3 o1 51T & 31U v sl
T STl TRETUT 1 ATAT b G H SABRI 4 g8 AT bl Bl 5
GG e T ATeT g AP ¢ |

FeUaT T F afber § ok 3%
SRR festrsfant 7 i ggrarumH &1 4
Fardr € o5 IeTpT TOIT SToT TETT I
T H 921 B HEeaqul JfHeT =T &
FIf AT &b PBRUT 9 ‘3132 3TH &
Tl W AT € | SeAepT a9, TaTs-
feeaTe 319 STe]s | 58 & wlfbel oMl &
PO A 916 T TARBT T T 2|
TE1 A AT AT B TG BT IAhT Aol
&1 Bl AR T TR g8 | SARBTH
T4 % G 3 BTG H 26+ 31T 3R A IR I ST &l e
ST T ATHAT G| 32 1el T o6 Tl STt 31Tgfet 3 fore it
PR R ATIT & ST Ieg ATl TSI o1 | & Tl & 19  STeT
ehe I URTT 31997 &t oifchel ST ATHAT BT <Te] (2T 2T |
T I lel T B ATl AR 6 T8 TTeT MR S TR
TSI Y& BIS TSGR 8! &, al 1 a9 576 A1 T a9 SiT
37 SToT S1d g | Iegiel Sil 37U &R §a7dT a1 Zhlalfoldhd,
q1ex Thsell 3flR Aige, dI=1 a8 & 6} T FHPhd 35830 &1 T
FEd1 e fh T NTTER TR AT TR FI Tk I B T qafg el e
AT E |

STeT 39efoT I G # St e weayvl 947 8, 98 & Ry
ST | ST GH ST | a1 el §G ol ad 61 STed bl AT
YT B AT | 375 Tl ool JaTdl & 1o 83 3 a1ex &1 Jel
SXIHT B &1 | T8 Tel T & 11 TS STct b1 get: UaiT o

AT ST THdT & U q91g BoeT]
sfaa @gfl it @nt @
Bl e 2 99T B weTe S
%, B AT el Bl g 377
TATEROT & Ufd YT G0Tere S
dfecs A@T I Hife 2o
ITaRT 3Tfees g gt |
S AT ¥ ] e A A
FUTTATIT ¢ foregH I DT Bl ST
TRETOT Fooet 3117 3Tl GRTel SToT Bal ol GeToii{ad el ol T
ST 2 | 3 1P B S i W aes! & o 9 T8 IR0 St ©
T d UBel TG &1 STe] TRETUT B9 T TehaT G2 Bl Al & Hebd
g1 3 Ped! € o IRa &I feeTgret faame!
Bl A2l doh 39 TR P ATeIRe
Siterel H oT3] el qTed Dl <l ST ehdl
g1 T @GR ‘Be Your Own Water
Warrior ZTE! 379 ST I1&T ¥ad defel
BT Bl TATE Gl § | Bl BT PBeell & b

@ & 3Tdedddr &l , , T 9 98T & AT 3B 31T aTatt Uil

Bl B TATIAT BT, a9 B T AT STl
TRETUTR |

T el & 10 ATG 2T P T | Bl STeT oI HgdT IaTs SIS ar
BH U Tgde Afae & 919§ W Febd ¢ 3191 78 Wa F E
BT T 7 T Ped! & o6 afe g 93 OTel IR T TReuT e €
qT BRI BT Algerell Bl e [T 3T 3T BRI 9 baal
BIHATST & €l aics grew ifargs off €t 8, afe 3%
T se it ST B Aga S URRa BT Se a1 I ST BT e
T JEd b F UIDT H & Ghd! ¢ | Bede 30 TBRIHS
U & BRUT 200 I T 31T R IAared B2 ool & 3R
TR @ o 1 TAeTes a6t sTol Tage ofv wryfere) fafee
S eyl fawdt U g w2 ¥El &1 9 @il & fore ofd 7 T8
Tegor ol & b afe g srue shraer JqRfera wer & ot wd sroa
oIS STt 7T FoaT BT | 3719 & SITUeRT ol THA HT T8
URUTIGTAT fehaadT 3T &1 31287 oP DT 311R 33 & URd &1 v 319
T AT STel TR BT |
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1541 '9q1eR 2lep BT TSI 17 eTs 2020 I AT ST TH2AT GRT 1eR S[S1e b Hed DT I dg37e] WichlH UR BT AT | S d1eR 2l 3
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A U b AT FoTed H UTeAT b Hehe bl ITTH AT b G Bel b (o1 Q 2 URURT BT 6l SUA DT febaT |

SIS H EETHT URURT &1 WATET &3 o TATe 3R STeT TRETUT el bl UTehaT T UsieRlel gIRT T <6 12T TSI fhaT | YRR T Beleid] o
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One Year of Jal Shakti

called on Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu, Hon. Vice President
of India to apprise him about the significant
achievements of the Jal Shakti Ministry and presented
him the copy of the booklet comprising an overview of
the work done in the first year of Jal Shakti. The booklet
also has details about the prominent programmes of Jal
Shakti that includes Jal Jeevan Mission, Jal Shakti
Abhiyan, Swachh Bharat Mission, Namami Gange

Programme, Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana -

= a:qi_e:{ agen o 2019-20 Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Project and Atal Bhujal
I Fad — I 1-{[% Yojana. The booklet also sheds some light on water

b governance, research & development and international

; cooperation in Jal Shakti. The booklet ends with an ode
a to Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi.

Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union Minister for Jal
Shakti called on Shri Ramnath Kovind, Hon. President
of India on 6th August 2020 and briefed him about the
work being done in the Ministry of Jal Shakti. The
erstwhile Ministries of Water Resources, River
Development & Ganga Rejuvenation and Drinking
Water & Sanitation were merged to form the Ministry
of Jal Shakti in May 2019 for effective management of
water through integrated approach. Shri Shekhawat
presented a booklet on 'One Year of Jal Shakti' to the
Hon. President. Later in the day, Shri Shekhawat also
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‘Catch The Rain’

National Water Mission (NWM), Department of Water
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation,
Ministry of Jal Shakti haslaunched a campaign - “Catch the Rain” -
with the tagline “Catch the Rain, Where it Falls, When it Falls” to
nudge the states and stakeholders to create appropriate Rainwater
Harvesting Structures (RWHS) suitable to their respective
climatic conditions. The active participation of people from all
walks of life is at the helm of the campaign being led by Shri U.P.
Singh, Secretary, DoWR,RD & GR, Ministry of Jal Shakti.

Under this campaign, drives to make check dams, water harvesting
pits, rooftop RWH structures etc. are being taken up. In addition to
this, stress is also being given to removal of encroachments, de-
silting of tanks and removal of obstructions in the channels which
bring water to them, repairing of step wells, bore wells and unused
wells to put water back into aquifers and improve groundwater
situation.

In order to facilitate these activities, States and Union Territories
(UTs) were requested to open 'Rain Centers' in each district
including at Collectorates/Municipalities or Gram Panchayat
offices. To ensure the effectiveness of these 'Rain Centers/, it is
advised that they have a dedicated mobile phone number and
manned by an official trained in rainwater harvesting. The aim is to
establish the 'Rain Centers'as the nodal point to allin the district to
know everything about how to catch the rain, as it falls, where it
falls.

It is urged through this campaign that the administration of all
buildings should make sure they have rooftop rainwater harvesting
structures to minimize the loss of rainwater. While in rural areas, it
will help in improving soil moisture and groundwater levels, urban
areas would benefit from it as it will reduce water logging to a great
extent. Under the campaign, special focus is being given to first
identify the water bodiesin all districts and rejuvenate them.

Several dignitaries have endorsed the 'Catch the Rain' campaign
including Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu, Hon. Vice President of India
through video messages. Shri Naidu urged all citizens of the
country to participate in the campaign and conserve water. Shri
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union Minister of Jal Shakti, Shri
Rattan Lal Kataria, MoS, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Shri Rajiv Kumar,
Vice Chairman, NITI Ayog, Shri Amitabh Kant, CEO, NITI Ayog,
water activists like Shri Sonam Wangchuck and Dr. Anil Joshi,
celebrities like Shri Pulela Gopichand and Sri Ravishankar are
amongwho have given their messages to support the campaign.

All district collectors, heads of institutions like [IMs, II'Ts, Central
Universities, Private Universities, Railway, Airport Authority,
PSUs, Central Armed Police Forces, Sports Authority of India,
Ordinance Factory Board etc. having large tracts of lands with
them have been requested to take steps under the “Catch the Rain”
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campaign. In April, a letter was also written by four Secretaries,
including Shri U.P. Singh, Secretary, Do WR, RD & GR, to all the
Chief Secretaries of the States and Union Territories to take up
activities forwater conservation.
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‘Webinarsunder'Catch the Rain’'

In order to sensitize various stakeholders such as
industries/corporates for active participation in this campaign,
National Water Mission under Sh. G Asok Kumar, MD, organized
afour-webinar series conducted in the month of July in association
with FICCI. These include ‘Infrastructure Preparedness and
Awareness Generation for Catch the Rain campaign’ (8th July),
‘Ground Water Recharge and Aquifer Management’ (15th July),
‘3Rs of Water Conservation — Reduce, Reuse and Recycle’ (22nd
July) and ‘Increasing Water Use Efficiency in Agriculture Sector’
(29th]July). Apart from these, one webinar each in association with
Institution of Engineers, Delhi Jal Board and stakeholders in NCR
area, with industrial leaders of South India, with APCA in the
World Water Conclave in New Delhi etc. were also held. The key
learning from these webinars include the need for Catch the Rain
campaign to become a people’s movement, stricter
implementation and monitoring of the measures taken for rain
water harvesting, make the bye-laws for rainwater harvesting
compulsory at all three governance levels — central, state and
district etc. The deliberations on storm water drain systems in
urban areas to minimize the loss of rainwater were also done in
these webinars. The issue of increasing water use efficiency in
agriculture also surfaced in the talks. In some of the discussions, a
need to create and engage more ambassadors and village
championsin the ‘Catch the Rain’ campaign was also strongly felt.

Actionand Reaction

The efforts of the National Water Mission to nudge stakeholders to
harvest rainwater are bearing fruit. It has been heartening to get
responses from various organizations who are taking measures for
rainwater harvesting. While institutions under Central Armed
Police Forces have swung into action for Catch the Rain campaign,

N Q\PAI GN

the positive responses from Airports Authority of India, Indian Air
Force and military stations/cantonments etc. are inspiring. IIM
Nagpur shared their plan to harvest rainwater/surface run-off in
the entire campus by constructing RWH structures, rooftop
rainwater collection systems, retention ponds and earthen swales.
In educational institutions, around 80 students of Institute of
Excellence for Higher Education, Bhopal installed rainwater
harvesting systems in their homes as part of 'Catch the Rain'
initiative. Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) shared some
pictures of rainwater activities being carried out at their centres
across India.

ITBP Amritsar (PunJab)
' Provison for roof rain water harvesting. ,

jalshakti-dowr.go
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Namami Gange included in PM's Excellence Awards

The Namami Gange project has been included in the prestigious Prime
Minister's Awards for Excellence in Public Administration 2020. While
interacting with the District Magistrates (DMs) and other officials of the
District Ganga Committees (DGCs) of Ganga Basin states, Shri Rajiv Ranjan
Mishra, Director General, National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG)
. asked them to submit their nominations for this year’s Prime Minister’s
Awardsfor Excellence in Public Administration. Shri Mishra said that various
units of Namami Gange continued to operate even during the lockdown,
which has resulted in better results than expected.

During the meetings, the District Collectors gave details of the activities
taking place in their respective jurisdictions. These Committees work at the district level in collaboration with local residents for
the cleanliness and rejuvenation of Ganga. After their constitution, there has been a big change in the cleanliness of the Ganga and
in the rejuvenation efforts. The steps like organic farming and development of biological diversity along the banks of the Ganga are
expected toincrease the means of employment at thelocal level.

While Shri Mishra urged every DGC to file nominations portraying their best activities for the Award, he said that Uttar Pradesh
has a good opportunity to present their achievements through DGCs for Ganga Rejuvenation. He added that economic activities
are also benefiting from the efforts of the District Ganga Committees.

Shri Mishra said that the objective of the National Mission for Clean Ganga is not limited only to ‘Nirmalta’ and ‘Aviralta’ of Ganga.
The steps are also being taken to work out the contours of Arth Ganga so that a sustainable socio-economic zone is developed
around the Ganga and its tributaries, which will give aboost to the ‘Atma Nirbhar Bharat’ campaign.

4 N\
Action Takenby NMCG
« Video conferencing were conducted with the District Magistrates/District Forest Officials of Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar on 2 1st July, 23rd July and 28th July respectively.
o Apprised District Magistrates on the parameters for evaluating the performance.
» Ameetingwas conducted with all District Ganga Committees on 4th August.
o AllDistrict Ganga Committeesin Uttarakhand (7), Uttar Pradesh (26), Bihar (14) and Jharkhand (1) registered for the

Awards
NG J

s N
Whatare District Ganga Committees?

In view of the significance oflocal authorities in the task of Ganga Rejuvenation, the constitution of District Ganga Protection
Committees also known as District Ganga Committees, was made compulsory as per clause 53 (1) of the NMCG Authority
order notified on 7th October 2016. A 13-member Committee with District Collector as its Chairperson was mandated to
prevent, control and abate pollution in River Ganga and its tributaries. It creates a district level mechanism for addressing the
intractable problem of pollution abatement of River Ganga.

16 |34t
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Namami Gange

A meeting was held under the
chairmanship of Shri U.P. Singh,
Secretary, Department of Water

Resources, River Developmentand
Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of
Jal Shakti regarding the National
Green Tribunal(NGT) matter
dealing with 351 polluted river
stretches in the country with the
officials of NRCD & NMCG on 7th
July 2020. Details of sewage and
industrial management of 31
States/ Union Territories having
351 polluted river stretches were

discussed.

Shri U.P. Singh, Secretary,
Department of Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal
Shakti chaired a virtual meeting on
22th July 2020 organised by
National Mission for Clean Ganga
on 'Mainstreaming Faecal Sludge
and Septage Management in Ganga
Basin to Achieve Citywide
Sanitation for River Pollution
Abatement'. Shri Rajiv Ranjan
Mishra, Director General, NMCG
wasalso presentinthemeeting.

Shri U.P. Singh, Secretary,
{ Department of Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal
Shakti inaugurated the virtual
ceremony of a three-day Online
Orientation Workshop jointly
organized by India Water
Partnership & Centre for Youth
and WAPCOS from 13th to 15th

July 2020. The workshop was organized for the young students who were

selected as fellows of Cohort2.0. In amotivational address, Shri Singh said:

“Jalkoi chinta ka vishay nahi parantu chinatan aur chetna ka vishay banana

hai” (water should not be treated only as a matter of concern but as a matter

ofthinkingand consciousness).

jalshakti-dowr.
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Shri U.P. Singh, Secretary,

Shri U.P. Singh, Secretary,
Department of Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal
Shakti, Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra,
DG, NMCG and other senior
officials launched SFD Phase 3 -
CSE Initiative on22nd July 2020 on
'Preparation of Shit Flow
Diagrams(SFD)for Mainstreaming
Effective Faecal Sludge and Septage
Management(FSSM) in Ganga
Basin'.

Department of Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal
Shakti took a step for the
environment by participating in a
tree plantation event organised by
NBCCon 12th]July2020.




Shri Trivendra Singh Rawat, Chief
Minister of Uttarakhand, reviewed
the progress of work atthesite of 7.5
MLD Sewage Treatment Plant in
Muni-Ki-Reti, Rishikesh on 23rd
July2020.

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG,
NMCG participated in a webinar

on 'Opportunities for Co-
treatment of Septage at Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs)' on 30th
July2020.

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director
General, National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG) reviewed
the ongoing projects on River
Yamuna in Delhi under Namami
Gange Programme on 9th July
2020.

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG,
NMCG spoke on 'Scientific
Approach to River Rejuvenation —
Case of Namami Gange' at a
webinar organised by Vigyan Prasar
on28th]July2020.

e
On the occasion of World Nature
Conservation Day, National
Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG)
officially partnered with the Turtle
Survival Alliance (India) Program
towards strengthening aquatic
wildlife and wetland conservation
across the Gangetic Plain.

OFFICIAL
PARTNERSHIP

By, v 1 ooy ek W e L e b

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director
General, National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG)
participated in a webinar on 'A
Water Future for Cities: How are
Global Cities Preparing to Achieve
Water Security' held on 15th July
2020.

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG,
NMCG participated in an E-
conclave on Eco-Agriculture

Revolution organised by
Agriculture Today on 8th July 2020.

4 N
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PEOPLE'S INITIATIVE
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NEWS
IN BRIEF

Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana (PMKSY-HKKP GW)
is a national mission to enhance irrigated area and agriculture

productivity by utilizing prolific ground water aquifers. CGWB
officials along with the members of the project implementing
agency visited PMKSY - HKKP ground water sites in Nagaon

Districtin Assam.

Central Groundwater Board (CGWB) carried out monitoring
and inspection activities along with state groundwater
geologist under Atal Bhujal Yojna projectin Bangaluru.

<&)\ﬂslN BRIEP
é

Central Groundwater Board (CGWB) has drilled 33
exploratory wells in East Medinipur district of West Bengal for
data generation under National Project on Aquifer
Management(NAQUIM). The work has been executed by
WAPCOS. The wells were handed over to the district
administration on 13th July 2020 by Shri Amlanjyoti Kar,
Regional Director, CGWB, Kolkata in a meeting at Tamluk.
Shri Purbo Medinipur, the district magistrate and other
officials were present on the occasion. In the meeting, Sh. Kar
explained the background and activities of NAQUIM, the
flagship programme of our Ministry.

Shri V. Kunhambu, Regional Director, CGWB, Bangalore
along with officials of Karnataka government carried out a

field inspection of water conservation structures (multi arch
check dams) constructed in the water stressed block -
Gouribidanur Taluk of Chikaballapur district on 21st July
2020.

A preliminary yield
test was carried out to
determine the yield
characteristics of a
well at Sarachi, South
24 Paraganas in the
Sunderban Delta on
12th July 2020. The
site is located at the
end ofthe delta front.
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Shri U.P. Singh, Secretary, Department

of Water Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal
Shakti took part in a webinar as a
keynote speaker organised by Green
Dream Foundation and Smart Cities
India Expo on 24th July 2020. The issues
that were discussed during the webinar
included strengthening water security
for overall and pandemic scenarios,
leveraging data and technologies for the
benefit of industry, customers and
environment, adopting indigenous
solutions for reviving water bodies,
sanitation, management and governance
of water during and after COVID-19,
water and wastewater management etc.

A well was drilled up to a depth of 107 m
under groundwater exploration at
Badheri, Samba district of Jammu &
Kashmir.

I "CATCH THE Raun-
IAIN WaTER CONSERVATION a:m::m

TO GRO NG WATER
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As part of 'Catch the Rain' campaign,
Shri Tejdeep Singh, Scientist D, NWM
visited the NSG campus, Manesar to

provide technical assistance to make the
campus zero discharge as envisaged in
the campaign. A presentation was also
made to Director General, National
Security Guard (NSG) at NSG
Headquarters in Palam regarding
rainwater harvesting in the Manesar
complex.

B

An online S-day training course on 'GW modeling using
Visual MODFLOW' was organized from 6th to 10th July
2020 by National Institute of Hydrology (NIH), Roorkee
under National Hydrology Project. The course was attended

by 22 participants from different state groundwater

departments, CGWB, NIH, and NMCG.

National Institute of Hydrology (NIH) organized a S-day
virtual training on 'HEC-HMS and HEC-RAS' software
programs from 13th July to 17th July 2020 under the National
Hydrology Project.

jalshakti-dowr.gov.in
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IN BRIEF

LvE 390 TR Fl

U P Singh, Ministry of jal Shakti

Shri U.P. Singh, Secretary, Department of Water Resources, River Development ~ The health assessment of the upstream coffer
and Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal Shakti took partin the inaugural session ~ dam of the Polavaram Irrigation project,
of ‘Global Water Management Conclave’ organised by APAC Digital News Andhra Pradesh was carried out by Central
Network on 25th July 2020. Other speakers included Ms. Jayamala Soil and Materials Research Station
Subramanian, CEO, Arghyam, Ms. Mehnaz Ansari from USTDA, Mr. VR.  (CSMRS). Laboratory testing was performed
Raman, Head Public Policy, WaterAid India and Mr. Henk Ovink from onthesamples collected and suggestions were
Netherlands Embassy. conveyed to the projectauthority.

Extensive soil laboratory testing was carried out by CSMRS on a large number of soil samples collected from 14 different borrow

areas for the Kuri-Gongri hydro-electric project, Bhutan for ascertaining their suitability as clay core material for the construction
of Earth and Rockfill Dam.
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b Airports Authority of India € @Al Official - 4h
== With water scarcity being one of the primary concerns, many FAAI Airports
have recognised the significance of rainwater harvesting and measures like

artificial recharge and water treatment planis as solutions in the monsoon
season for water conservation. Supporting FCatchTheRain.
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Find the RWH system that suit your needs, but Catch the Rain!

Rainwater harvesting needs no introduction. Water is a
scarce resource and needs to be conserved. To serve the
purpose of conserving rainwater Ministry of Jal Shakti
is working very hard. The Ministry has initiated Catch
the Rain campaign to develop Rainwater Harvesting
Systems all over the nation. India is a country where we
have people from all types of income groups. If we are
planning to include each and every person in the
mission of water conservation then we need to make
sure that the rainwater harvesting system and related
infrastructure is affordable and accessible for all.
Rainwater harvesting needs proper water storage
solutions, so that storage of water is ensured for alonger
period of time. Zincalume Steel Sheet Tanks could be
one of the alternative solutions for rainwater
harvesting. They are prefabricated and can be installed
on-site within a single day and with minimum labour.
Advantage of bolted steel tanks is that it has less
logistics needs than Cemented Water Tanks. In the
moutainous and desert areas e.g. Ladakh & Rajasthan

\

'Jal charcha', the monthly magazine of ‘Ministry of

Jal Shakti' is a commendable and incomparable
effort in the field of water conservation. Ministry
of Jal Shakti is achieving new heights in water
conservation by its efforts and it is informing
people regarding every development through its
magazine.it articles specially jal yoddha series'is
proving itself as an inspiration to people working

inthis field and to other people as well.

Name-Sonia Singh

Feedback

TGT English, Kendriya Vidyalaya,

\ Keshavpuram, Delhi /

where construction material like cement and gravel etc,
is not available locally and needs to be transported over
long distance the cost of construction and labour of
cemented tanks increases. Bolted steel tanks have life of
30-40 years with minimum maintainence cost and can
be installed in the remote areas of the country.
Moreover, Cement Tanks itself require water for
construction and take days before being operable. Also
Bolted Steel Tanks can be customized according to
different needs and storage capacities ranging from
15,000 liters to 10,00,000 litres and even above it.
According to urgency and scale of the cause Zincalume
Steel Sheet Tanks can be a feasible solution for
rainwater harvesting. If we want to conserve water then

itshould be done efficiently.

Nitin Thakur

Project Manager, Blueline Enterprises
Rohini, New Delhi

Jal Charcha is an informative and interesting
catalog showcasing different aspects of water
along with the latest news and work on water. |
liked the special add-on article dedicated to

lockdown and its impact on water.

Name-Saveen Yadav,
Haryana

o /
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faeTera & ey Uidde &g 9T oot Heel il o fqared &
Zg=i 1Y TR o1 A ieies TIsToT AT YeITeT 1ol o1 &l Sit
& ¥HE [T | ST el o & VAT ol URuTT & o 21 faamera
379 o ol STl TETUT 2 06T & Tfcap TG [AeBTH bl I TR
3PRR &1 3 faaTed § WASH JfAUTS Iueied =gl off, St
Ty 3rferes f&ar &1 fawg o) 39 foaroT ¥ 7t ot
T ITC 3R UTelT & ToTQ Hae YTy aTet UTell AT 65Uy TR &l
ST AT TET T Tlerch T STl HRETUT TR T =TS TS |
G T 3 T T LT P BRI &l T6T IuT STed Tebfd ot
STTAT 2, ToRT TP R B¢ 38921 b1 dl 6 SXIHTC 19T STTdT
1 7el $veuT & AfAfes STt 1 Ue-dielt q uganer 1 oft
AT BT ITE ¢ | S UTell BT S HTe [aaTetd & Teh el TiITor
 yestt a1t % foe oY fobaT S1TaT 81 39 w@=s 9 o1 F g
afesTat o1 € g HTeT i8-8 et 3 fore oY fpar sTar 81 =gt
AR IST b Hewd Bl THSId G T Uefel ST e are e g |

e & FEr Q01 I8 faareg aRdfdd w9 H ST e
I TRITST BT TRATS FedT & | T8 [TaTerd TRBR! whell o
ST It a9 Y SrguroTIe’t @t gadRifia e 81 g9
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Let's all come togett
to make a d|ff erence,
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JOIN US EVERY THIRD FRIDAY ON
WATER TALK
3 PM - 5 PM
FOLLOW FACEBOOK.COM/MOWRRDGR FOR UPDATES
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