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From the Chief Editor’s Desk

“ “
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 (Pankaj Kumar)

Warm Regards

jalshakti-dowr.gov.in

th�e National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) organised various activities in August 2021. On 16  
August, Part-2 of Rag Rag Mein Ganga Series on Doordarshan was launched by Hon'ble Union 
Ministers for Jal Shakti and Information & Technology and Sports & Youth Affairs. Rag Rag Mein 
Ganga, Part-1, was a successful initiative of NMCG having good viewership.  �e informative series on 
Namami Gange on the national broadcaster resonated well with the viewers. 

�is issue of Jal Charcha is particularly special in regard to river rejuvenation. �e stories in River 
Rejuvenation, Water Heroes and District Initiative Sections of this issue of Jal Charcha pertain to good 
work done towards revival of small rivers. River Kao, a tributary of Ganga in Buxar, Bihar, and river 
Hirri in District Seoni, Madhya Pradesh were revived at the behest of the gram panchayats and district 
administration, respectively. Such bo�om-up approach for effective water management is the need of 
the hour. In the Water Heroes section, we acknowledge the contribution of Shri Sakthinathan 
Ganapathy Pandian, posthumously, who played an instrumental role, among other works, in 
rejuvenation of river Tamirabarani in Tirunelveli district, Tamil Nadu under 'Mission Clean 
Tamirabarani'. 

�is month, NMCG also virtually hosted three sessions in World Water Week, Stockholm. �e 
sessions deliberated on important themes with respect to river rejuvenation - 'Integrated River Basin 
Management', 'Developing River-Sensitive Cities' and 'Zero-Liquid Discharge Cities'. In another 
event, NMCG in association with National Institute for Urban Affairs (NIUA), announced the 
winners of a national thesis competition on 'Re-imagining Urban Rivers' jointly organised in 
September 2020.  

th th�e 29  Water Talk organised by National Water Mission on 20  August was delivered by Ms. Kalpana 
Ramesh, an interior architect by profession, who has made a remarkable impact with her 'Blue 
Hyderabad' campaign in Karnataka to spread awareness about the importance of water conservation. 



RITAE GEH  O FR  IE NDT IAAW

लोलाक�  कुंड 

यहाँ भा�पद मास के शु� प� क� ष�ी �त�थ को एक �वशाल मेला लगता 

है �जसे लोलाक�  छठ के नाम से जाना जाता है। इस मेले को ल�ा मेला के 

नाम से भी जाना जाता है। इस �दन कंुड म� �ान करने का �वशेष मह� माना 

जाता है। लोलाक�  कंुड म� �ान करने के �लए देश अलग-अलग �े�� से 

लाख� ��ालुओं क� भीड़ जुटती है। कालांतर म� इस कंुड के संदभ� म� यहाँ के 

�े�वा�सय� के बीच यह मा�ता भी �वक�सत �ई है �क संतानो��� क� 

कामना इस कंुड म� �ान करने से पूरी हो जाती है। ऐसा कहा जाता है �क 

अकबर और जहांगीर के शासन काल म� इस कंुड को वाराणसी के ने� माना 

जाता था। इंदौर क� रानी अ�ह�ाबाई हो�र ने इस कंुड के चार� तरफ 

क�मती प�र� से सजावट करवाई थी। यही नह� साधू-स�ासी भी यहाँ 

मो� �ा� करने के �लए �ान करते ह�।

‘जल चचा’�  क� जल धरोहर �ृंखला के तहत हम आपको सु��स� लोलाक�  

कंुड के बारे म� बताने जा रहे ह�। यह अ�त �ाचीन कंुड उ�र �देश के वाराणसी 

म� तुलसीघाट के �नकट ��त है। लोलाक�  का शा��क अथ� सूय� होता है 

�जस कारण इसे सूय� कंुड के नाम से भी जाना जाता है। इसी कंुड के �नकट 

लोलाके�र मं�दर भी ��त है। 

आज जहाँ हमारी अ�धकतर जल धरोहर� शहरीकरण क� भ�ट चढ़ गई ह� वह� 

यह बावड़ी अपने अ��� को कायम रखने म� सफल �ई है। इसका एक 

कारण इस कंुड क� धा�म�क मा�ताएँ ह�। जी हाँ, यह बावड़ी केवल एक जल 

संचयन परंपरा के उदाहरण के �प म� ही ��स� नह� है ब�� इसका 

धा�म�क मह� भी ब�त �ादा है। इस कंुड का उ�ेख महाभारत म� भी 

�मलता है। लोकमानस म� ऐसा माना जाता है �क देवासुर सं�ाम के समय 

भगवान सूय� के रथ का प�हया इसी जगह �गरा था और इसी के बाद इस 

�द� कंुड का �नमा�ण �आ। ऐसा कहा जाता है वाराणसी म� सूय� क� पहली 

�करण इसी कंुड पर पड़ती है।

पुरात��वद� का यह मानना है �क इस �ान पर कई वष� पूव� आकाश से 

एक बड़ा उ�ा �प� ड �गरा था। उ�ा �प� ड के पृ�ी पर �गरने के कारण ही 

लोलाक� -कु� का �नमा�ण �आ था। यह वाराणसी का एक �मुख पय�टन 

ु�ल है। वाराणसी खुद म� भी इतना अ�त व �ाचीन शहर है, आपको मौक़ा 

�मलने पर अव� ही यहाँ घूमने जाना चा�हए और इस कंुड को भी ज़�र देख 

कर आना चा�हए।
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Shimsha River

Western Ghats

Lakkavalli
Bhadra Dam 
(71.535 TMC)
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Devarayanadurga Hills
Tumkur District, Karnataka 

Mullahalla 

Veeravaishnavi

Kanva

Major Tributaries

Hebbahalla 
Chikkahole 

Kanihalla 

Shimoga 

The Bhadra River 
meets the Tunga 
River at Shimoga. 

Drainage Area
3,435 km2 

Length 
138 km

Bhadra River

Tunga River

Central Water Commission (CWC) has 2 hydrological observation sites on 
Shimsha River, namely Thoreshetahalli (GD) and T.K.Halli (GDSQ) stations. 
The water level and rainfall are being monitored by telemetry stations at 
T. K. Halli.

Shimsha 
HE plant

Avg. Rainfall 
during Monsoon
(June-Oct)
2,000 - 3,500 mm

Catchment Area
8,469 km2 

Markonahalli Dam
6,070 Hectares
Irrigation 

Shimsha 
Watefalls

Cauvery River

Length
221 KM



All is 'Well' in Bihar's Nawada District

Located in the drought-prone region of Bihar, Nawada 
district is a semi-arid region with stony terrain, close to the 
hilly forest. �ere was a time when the villagers of this 
region depended a great deal on rainfall and wells to meet 
for irrigation and drinking purposes. However, in the recent 
past, due to drying up of wells, the villagers faced acute 
water shortage. In order to improve the situation, the 
villagers in Akri, Sahbajpur, Bisiait, Meskaur, Tetariya, 
Abdul, Khatangi, Uperdih, Hardia, Lengura and Sawaiya 
Gram Panchayats proposed to construct wells and soak pits.
One of the major challenges faced by the villagers was 
identifying locations for constructing open wells as the 
terrain is hilly and stony. It was also challenging to convince 
people about the bene�ts of soak pits. �e village heads 
with the cooperation and support of MGNREGA officials 
took efforts to mobilize the community and also to spread 
awareness among them. A total of 100 wells, along with 

soak pits, were constructed in 2018-19. �e majority of the 
wells were constructed under the category of individual 
assets. �e implementers also educated the bene�ciary 
farmers about the bene�ts of sharing water for irrigation 
with the fellow farmers for maximizing agriculture 
production.
�e constructed wells, now, approximately irrigate 200 
hectares of agricultural land. �e farmers are using the water 
to cultivate crops like paddy, wheat and moong. Higher 
productivity levels have increased the income of farmers. 
�e extra income is spent on buying necessary household 
items and also for their children's education. It also provides 
drinking water to the Gram Panchayats. �e village is neat 
and clean a�er the construction of numerous soak pits. �e 
village is also free from waterborne diseases. 
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Rejuvenation of Kao River

�e villagers of four Gram Panchayats - Mukund Dera, 
Bind Toli, Shital Toli and Athar - in Buxar district of Bihar 
faced acute shortage of water due to drying up of River 
Kao. A tributary of Ganga, River Kao, which once had the 
potential to irrigate 195 hectares of these villages, now 
stood nearly disappeared. �is forced the Gram 
Panchayats into action and work for rejuvenation of River 
Kao was undertaken under MGNREGA in 2018-19. 

Some of the major activities undertaken were desilting, 
cleaning of the river bed which spread over a stretch of 4 
km, construction of small check dams and de-
encroachment of the river bed. Addressing the issue of 
encroachment was particularly challenging. Several 
meetings were held to convince the villagers about the 
bene�ts of river rejuvenation. �e village panchayats and 
rural development officials, through several meetings, 
mobilized and motivated the community.

�e river rejuvenation work signi�cantly improved the 

agriculture production in above mentioned four villages. 
It brought an additional fallow land of 105 hectares under 
agriculture that bene��ed more than 300 households. 
�e farmers are now able to cultivate multiple crops in a 
year including Menthe, a commercial crop, along with 
regular crops like paddy and wheat. �e farmers are now 
able to save their crops from damage due to water scarcity. 
Increased agricultural production has enhanced the 
livelihood of the people. �e check dams have ensured 
the availability of water for a longer duration.

Munna Singh, a farmer, said: “A�er revival of the Kao 
River, we have not faced any shortage of water for 
drinking as well as for irrigation even during the summer 
season”. Rejuvenation of small rivers is one of the most 
effective ways to address the challenge of water scarcity. 
Not only does small river rejuvenation ensure water 
supply round-the-year, it signi�cantly contributes in 
enhancing the water �ow in big rivers, in which they 
merge – in this case River Ganga. 
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Mahakavi Subramanya Bharathi (1882-1921), the great 
Tamil poet, had once remarked, “Live in the present and 
shape the future, do not be casting lingering looks to the 
distant past for the past has passed away, never again to 
return.” Drawing upon this valuable insight, the innovators of 
Tamil Nadu have continued to strive towards a be�er future 
of the common people. Late Professor Sakthinathan 
Ganapathy Pandian was a similar �gure in the state, whose 
inspirational story is being shared in the current issue of our 
magazine. Professor Pandian was last working as an Associate 
Professor in the Department of Manufacturing Engineering, 
CEG Campus, Anna University in Chennai who lost his life 
this year. 

�e success of this project can be gauged by the fact that 

encroachments and unwanted vegetation were completely 
uprooted from the course of the Tamirabarani River, giving it 
a remarkable faceli�. Regular cleaning of the river bank is 
being practised along the banks for its complete stretch. 

�e success of these efforts in the village 
inspired Professor Pandian to extend the 
restoration of water bodies to the 
Tirunelveli district from 2013 onwards. 
�e same year, the rejuvenation project of Tamirabarani 
River titled 'Mission Clean Tamirabarani' was initiated in the 
district. Under his guidance, students of different disciplines 
were motivated to apply their domain knowledge in restoring 
water bodies. Post obtaining the satellite images of the river 
from the National Remote Sensing Centre, Professor 
Pandian and his students analyzed them during 2014-16, and 
found out that there were a lot of vulnerable points 
throughout the stretch of the river. A �nal report was 
submi�ed to the District Collector, DRO, RDO etc. and 
therea�er, the restoration work proceeded in 6 phases during  
2017-2020.

While Professor Pandian was serving as 
an NSS Programme Officer at the 
university in 2007, the NSS unit adopted 
the Chinnambedu in Ponneri Taluka of 
Tiruvallur District, restoring the Periya 
Kulam with the help of 60 students. �e 
restoration of the tank was successfully 
completed; later, other channels and 
tanks around the village were also 
cleaned and restored.

Chi�ar River is another important river that is spread over a 
length of 86 km. It is a major source of water for agricultural 
land around the Tirunelveli district. But it was ge�ing sullied 
due to unwanted vegetation and lack of maintenance. To 
restore it, a project was initiated by Professor Pandian's team, 
with the support of district administration, NGOs, civil 
groups etc. Its survey work had begun in 2018, and in 2019, its 
execution work had started. Under this project, a total length 

of 25 km of the Chi�ar River was 
successfully cleaned.  

�is month, we observed Teachers' Day on 5th September. 
�e presence of such teachers in our society continues to 
remain a guiding light for the young minds of the country. For 
his immense contribution to water conservation and for 
inspiring a number of young students to work for the welfare 
of villagers, we dedicate this issue of the 'Jal Charcha' 
magazine to the memory of Professor Pandian. 

All of these projects had been carried out 
without any collection of funds but only 

through machinery and manpower support. Everyone, 
including students, NGOs, civil groups and common people, 
took part in the restoration work. �e participation of the 
end-users in the project ensured that it remains a sustainable 
development model even today.

�anks to his academic background, 
Professor Pandian used scienti�c 
approach in a revolutionary manner for 
the restoration of water bodies. Not only 
did he harness premier scienti�c 
resources, he also engaged in extensive 
local surveys. With the coordination of 
Professor Pandian, several tanks in the 
districts Tirunelveli, �oothukudi and 
Tenkasi had been restored. 

Prof. Sakthinathan, the Guiding Light of River Rejuvenation in Tamil Nadu



Jaisamand Dam

399 m 

Ghataprabha 
River

Gatod (Veerpura) Village, 
Udaipur District, 

Rajasthan

Gross Catchment Area 
21,813 km  

Gross Storage Capacity
414.60 Mcum

Live Storage Capacity
296.14 Mcum

Wildlife 
Preservation 

Catchment Area
21,412 km  

Irrigation Water Supply

Gomti River

Domestic 
Usage

Irrigation 

Purposes 

During the years 1954-55 to 1960-61, a canal 
network was developed in order to increase the 
irrigation efficiency. It consists of two canals, namely 
Right Main Canal (RMC) and Left Main Canal 
(LMC). The Culturable Command Area (CCA) is 
16,000 Hectares, benefitting 124 villages.
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Shri Gupta then took over the talk, giving an overview of 
the regions with groundwater rich in arsenic— its toxic 
forms being Arsenic III and Arsenic V. In eastern U�ar 
Pradesh, Ballia district that is surrounded by Ghaghra 
River from one side and Ganga River from another side, 
receives around 900 mm of annual rainfall. �e speaker 
t h e n  e x p l a i n e d  g e o m o r p h o l o g y,  d r a i n a g e , 
hydrogeological map and aquifer deposition of the 
distr ict .  �e composit ion of  minerals  in  the 
groundwater and groundwater levels before and a�er 
the monsoon were discussed. 

Shri G. Ashok Kumar, Additional Secretory & Mission 
Director, NWM delivered the opening remarks, 
providing a brief overview about the involvement of 
people from various institutions and organizations that 
are parts of the Water Tech Talk series. He, therea�er, 
talked about current water challenges, such as urban 
�oods, groundwater depletion and presence of arsenic 
in groundwater. �erefore, the relevance of the Catch 
the Rain campaign cannot be underestimated. 

�e �rst instance of arsenic poisoning was detected in a 
retired army personnel who resided in the district. �e 

level of arsenic in his blood was found to be 34.4 parts 
per billion (�e upper amount of arsenic in blood is 10 
parts per billion.). �is resulted in blaring the alarm of 
arsenic poisoning in the area during 2003. It was also 
found that over 50% of the collected samples have high 
level of arsenic in the water. A�er a proper survey, 
arsenic hotspots in Ballia district were identi�ed. 

�e talk concluded with a vote of thanks by Shri Tejdeep 
Singh, Scientist, NWM. 

th�e 11  Water Tech Talk was organized virtually by the 
thNational Water Mission on 13  August, centering on the 

theme 'Identi�cation of Arsenic-free Aquifers and 
Technology for Constructing Arsenic-free Tube-wells'. 
�e talk was delivered by Shri Sushil Gupta, a member 
of PWRDA and Former Chairman, Central Ground 
Water Board (CGWB) and Central Ground Water 
Board (CGWA). 

Shri Gupta then discussed the objectives of CGWB 
study in the concerned area that primarily focused on 
the technology to extract arsenic-free drinking water 
and ensuring that the deep aquifers didn't get 
contaminated by it. He also presented the arsenic 
content table in the samples collected from different 
types of sources. �erea�er, maps concerning 
groundwater sampling sites, arsenic-affected areas and 
related hotspots were also presented. He then explained 
the design and step-by-step digging methodology of 
wells to extract arsenic-free water so that it can be 
supplied to the residents of the affected regions among 
different districts. 

th11  Water Tech Talk

जल श�� मं�ालय 

से जुड़ी खबर� क� जानकारी के �लए 

देख�:

 जल श�� मं�ालय का फेसबुक, ��टर और इं�ा�ाम पेज

mowrrdgr
MoJSDoWRRDGR
ministry_of_jal_shakti
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जल शक्ति मंत्रालय 

से जुड़ी खबरों की जानकारी के लिए 

देखें:

 जल शक्ति मंत्रालय का फेसबुक, ट्विटर और इंस्टाग्राम पेज

mowrrdgr
MoJSDoWRRDGR
ministry_of_jal_shakti

th�e 29  Water Talk was organized virtually by the 
thNational Water Mission on the 20  August. �e talk 

comprised an audience comprising of a distinguished 
list of key officials from the Ministry of Jal Shakti, and 
different people coming from various walks of life. Shri 
G. Asok Kumar, Additional Secretary & Mission 
Director, NWM gave an overview of the 'Catch the 
Rain— Where it falls, When it falls' campaign, stressing 
on this movement assuming the character of a Jan 
Aandolan, with the participation of around 2.2 lakh 
Sarpanchs and 200 DMs. Under the campaign, around 
26 lakh new water conservation structures have been 
constructed across India over the past three years. �e 
talk was delivered by Ms. Kalpana Ramesh, an interior 
architect.
Ms. Kalpana described her tryst with 
water conservation as something that 
happened coincidentally when she 
was  designing her  ow n home. 
Sustainability is a way of life and must 
not be con�ned to text books only. 
She elaborated about how the 
decision to construct an underground 
rainwater storage in her home 
introduced her to a sustainable way of living. �e storage 
was able to collect 25,000 litres of rainwater which not 
only recharged groundwater, but with the presence of a 
simple UV �lter,  made the water suitable for 
consumption, thereby, replacing the tanker system 
which is expensive and has contaminants. She 
emphasized the importance of working at the 
community level, and how it can make all the difference. 
While it does take a lot to convince the masses about 
such initiatives, people at a community level eventually 
come together to give momentum to the projects. 
Drives to convert grey water and black water into water 
that can be used to sprinkle plants are highly bene�cial in 
establishing a sustainable supply management of water, 
if undertaken at the community level. It is important to 
develop a community network that works on recharging 

bore wells and reviving water heritage points at different 
spots, such as homes, colleges and public spaces. 

W hi le  the chal lenges to water 
conservation are primarily lack of 
awareness, implementation and end-

to-end service providers, the solution to this problem is 
quite simple. A huge difference can be brought about if 
we follow the essence of the 'Catch the Rain' campaign, 
involving the local community in water conservation 
drives. 

Ms. Kalpana raised the issue of conventional rainwater 
harvesting structures made of sand and gravel in urban 
spaces becoming non-functional due to lack of 
maintenance. Viable design structures for crammed 
urban paradigms by using modular installments which 
have a dual functionality of water storage and rainwater 
harvesting were pitched as alternate models. 
Ms. Kalpana shared an anecdote of how a community 
came forward to stop a builder from using a local lake as 
an outlet for sewage disposal. Without the help of any 
NGO or rights group, the community stood its ground 
and protected the water body. She also recounted how 

several heritage structures, such as 
stepwells and wells,  have been 
restored from being garbage dumps to 
being thriving water bodies again, 
with the help of the common people 
w h o  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  a d e q u a t e 
guidance and assistance.

�e Blue Hyderabad campaign, launched by Ms. 
Kalpana, which strives to give a 5-hour training course 
on rainwater harvesting to students and various public 
houses, capitalizes on raising public awareness and 
participation.  It is important to include such feasible 
and sustainable solutions in school curriculum as it 
would facilitate the students to work more swi�ly to the 
challenges they face at a community level. When the 
public is empowered with information, knowledge and 
awareness, remarkable feats can be achieved. 

th29  Water Talk 



जनूागढ़ कृ�ष �व��व�ालय क� �ापना वष� 2004 म� गजुरात कृ�ष 

�व��व�ालय (�ापना वष� – 1972) से अलग कर के क� गई थी। यह 

�व��व�ालय अपनी कृ�ष इंजी�नय�र� ग और �ौ�ो�गक�, म� 

�व�ान, पशु �च�क�ा �व�ान और पशपुालन, हॉ�ट� क�चर, कृ�ष 

�वसाय �बधंन म� एमबीए इ�ा�द ��े� म� उ� �श�ा के �लए जाना 

जाता है। जल सरं�ण अ�भयान के तहत भवुा, म�टयाना और धदंसूर 

गावँ� म� ��त �व��व�ालय के म�ु प�रसर, क� �� और �व�भ� 

अनसुधंान और �दशन�  फाम� म� नई-नई तकनीक� को लागू कर 

परी�ण �कए गए।

�व��व�ालय �ारा �ाम धदंसूर म� एक सामा�जक-आ�थ�क सव�� ण म� 

�कया गया। सव�� ण के �लए छोटे, सीमातं और बड़े �कसान� का चयन 

�कया गया। सव�� ण के अनसुार, जल सरं�ण अ�भयान से पवू� 50% 

से अ�धक कुएं और बोरवले खारे थ,े �पछले प�ंह वष� से �ॉप पटैन� भी 

नह� बदला गया था, ल�ेकन प�रयोजना के काया�� यन और जल 

सचंयन सरंचना के �नमाण�  के बाद देखा गया �क कुओं क� गणुव�ा 

और जल उपल�ता क� मा�ा म� व�ृ� �ई है। इन �यास� से चय�नत 

�कसान� क� आय म� भी व�ृ� दे�ख गई। इन तकनीक� को लागू करने के 

साथ-साथ जएेयू �ारा लगातार समय – समय पर �कसान� के �लए 

जल �बधंन जाग�कता अ�भयान और कृ�ष मलेे आयो�जत कराए 

जाते ह�। ��े के �कसान ऐसे काय�� म� म� खबू बढ़-चढ़कर �ह�ा लतेे 

ह�। यही नह� �व��व�ालय �ारा कृ�ष ��े म� जल सरं�ण क� नई 

तकनीक� पर और भी शोध �कए जा रहे ह�। ऐसी ही जल सरं�ण क� 

तकनीक�  य�द कृ�ष ��े म� अपनाई जाएं तो बड़े पमैाने पर जल सरं�ण 

�कया जा सकता है।  

�ा आप जानते ह� �क अ� ��े� क� तलुना म� कृ�ष ��े पानी का 

सबसे बड़ा उपभोगता है? यही वह ��े है जहाँ पानी क� खपत सबसे 

�ादा है। आध�ुनक जल �बधंन तकनीक� के अभाव म� �कसान �ायः 

जल आप�ूत�  के �लए भजूल पर ही आ��त होते ह�। इस भजूल दोहन के 

कारण अब देश म� ऐसे कम ही गावँ बच� ह� जहाँ सही भजूल �र बना 

�आ है। हम अपनी ज़�रत के अनसुार धरती से जल �नकाल तो रहे ह� 

पर उसे उतना ही जल लौटा नह� रहे ह� �जस कारण भजूल का �र 

लगातार �गरता जा रहा है। कृ�ष ��े को आध�ुनक जल �बधंन 

तकनीक� क� अ��धक आव�कता है। गजुरात का जनूागढ़ कृ�ष 

�व��व�ालय ऐसी ही बहेतरीन और आध�ुनक तकनीक� से कृ�ष और 

जल सरं�ण के ��े म� �ा�ंत ला रहा है।

�व��व�ालय के को�दनार, म�वा, धारी और खपत इ�ा�द ��े� म� 

��त के�� म� कुल �मलाकर 21 जल सरं�ण ढाचेँ बनाए गए ह� 

�जनका कुल जल �हण ��े लगभग 540 हे�ेयर ह�। इन ढाचँ� क� 

सहायता से ��त 88,158 घन मीटर जल का पनुभर� ण �कया है। ये ढाचँे 

�स�चाई हेतु भी लगभग 76,894 घन मीटर जल उपल� कराते ह�। 

इसके अ�त�र� �ाम म�टयाना और भवुा म� �न�म�त भजूल पनुभर� ण के 

�लए जल सचंयन सरंचनाएं भी जल सरं�ण अ�भयान के म�ु 

आकषण�  ह�। इन गावँ� म� कृ�ष को बहेतर करने और जल उपल�ता को 

बढ़ाने के �लए 7 चकेडैम और बोरवले �रचाज� �स�म का �नमाण�  

करवाया गया। इनके �नमाण�  म� 5 लाख 57 हज़ार �पए क� लागत 

आई ल�ेकन अब यहाँ फसल� कह� �ादा मनुाफा दे रही ह�। भवुा गावं म� 

7000 घन मीटर भडंारण �मता वाली जल सचंयन सरंचना का 

�नमाण�  �कया गया है जो सालाना 18,000 घन मीटर जल पनुभर� ण 

करती है और 3.6 हे�ेयर अ�त�र� ��े को �स�चाई यो� बनाती है।

जएेयू �ारा �ाम धदंसूर और खपत के खते म� कुएं के �लए भजूल 

�रचा�ज� ग सरंचना का �नमाण�  भी करवाया गया है। इस ��े के �कसान 

भजूल �रचा�ज� ग तकनीक तो अपना रहे थ,े ल�ेकन रन ऑफ वाटर को 

�बना �फ़�र �कए कुओं म� डाइवट� करने से �ो�ग� ग क� सम�ा उ�� 

हो रही थी। इस सम�ा को ख� करने के �लए �व��व�ालय �ारा 

कुओं के पास सड�  �फ़�र लगाए गए। भजूल म� व�ृ� होने से यहाँ �ॉप 

पटैन� म� बदलाव आया है, कृ�ष ��े म� व�ृ� �ई है और पानी क� गणुव�ा 

म� भी सधुार �आ है।

जूनागढ़ कृ�ष �व��व�ालय, जल संर�ण म� सव��े� सं�ान 
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Launch of Rag Rag Mein Ganga-2
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First season focused spreading awareness about ecology, 
heritage and lifestyle associated with Ganga.  �e show found 
a huge resonance with the audience, especially the youth, 
who found the travel series a repository of infotainment and 
Ganga related knowledge. �e show received a good review 
on IMDB rating. A�er covering some of the majestic 
locations along the Ganges in �rst season, season 2 will cover 
the journey of some of Ganga's main tributaries like the 
Yamuna, Kali, Saryu and the Gandak and showcase the 
cultural, historical, environmental and socio-economic 
aspects of the important cities on the banks of these 
tributaries. �e telecast of season 2 began from 21st August 
2021, every Saturday and Sunday at 8.30 pm on DD National. 

Congratulating Jal Shakti Ministry for their vision of 
encouraging public participation as part of Namami Gange 
Program, Shri Anurag �akur said that this initiative will take 
public participation for Ganga conservation to next level by 
making it a mass movement. Quoting the huge viewership of 
Ramayana and Mahabharat during the lockdown, Shri 
�akur said that Doordarshan is known for creating quality 
content which remains popular even a�er decades. “Rag Rag 
Mein Ganga is one such program which has the potential to 
remain popular for years”, he added.

Addressing the gathering a�er jointly launching the season 
two of the series, Union Minister, Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat said that the purpose of the program is to 
inculcate a sense of responsibility 
t o w a r d s  R i v e r  G a n g a .  H e 
expressed satisfaction at the 
initiative yielding very positive 
results. Shri Shekhawat said 40 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s 
population is dependent on the 
Ganga River Basin for their 
livelihood in one way or the other 
and today, a new consciousness of 
hope and faith has awakened 
among the countrymen regarding 
the conservation, development and ecological balance of 
rivers. He added that people have become serious about 
environment conservation and this thought has given 
impetus to the works of conservation along with uniting the 
country. Shri Shekhawat said that it is a ma�er of pride to see 
the remarkable achievement in last few years in cleaning of 
River Ganga. Sharing an anecdote from his visit at World 
Water Week at Stockholm, the Union Minister said that the 
government's efforts towards environment conservation are 
internationally acclaimed.  

�e Union Minister for Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat and Union Minister for Information & 
Broadcasting and Youth Affairs & Sports, Shri Anurag Singh 
�akur along with Minister of State for Jal Shakti and Food 
Processing Industries Shri Prahlad Singh Patel jointly 
launched the Second Season of the popular series 'Rag Rag 
Mein Ganga' on 16th August 2021. �e season I of the series 
which was telecast on Doordarshan in 2019 anchored by 
actor Rajeev Khandelwal had received an overwhelming 
response following which the second season was launched.

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, National 
Mission for Clean Ganga said, “Rag Rag Mein Ganga is a very 
creative and interesting initiative with Doordarshan which 
has proved to be very effective towards the goal of Ganga 
conservation and rejuvenation.” He said that this time we will 
not only bring to the fore the importance of tributaries but 
will also cover new destinations with some special 
destinations from the previous season. “As the country is 
celebrating the Amrut festival of freedom this time, we will 
also apprise the audience about the effective role played 
during the freedom struggle of historical places situated on 
the banks of Ganga and Yamuna through 'Rag Rag Mein 
Ganga Season 2”, he added.

Sharing that while working on the 
s h o w  h e  h a s  b e c o m e  v e r y 
spiritual, actor and anchor for the 
show, Shri Rajeev Khandelwal 
said that we all consider Ganga our 
mother but forget that mother's 
health is equally important. “�is 
season will also be spreading 
awareness about tributaries, 
wetlands and other smaller water 
bodies which make river Ganga.” 
he said. He shared behind the 

scene secrets of the show and shared that unlike other shows 
this is not scripted. It is an organic show where the director 
just gives an idea. Shri Mayank Kumar Agrawal, DG, 
Doordarshan, shared that the �rst season nearly 2 crore 
viewership. He informed that Doordarshan received many 
le�ers requesting for second season from all over the country. 



National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) hosted three 
sessions of the World Water Week 2021, Stockholm, 
organised virtually during 23-26 August 2021. The three 
sessions NMCH hosted were 'Integrated River Basin 
Management', 'Developing River-Sensitive Cities' and Zero-
Liquid Discharge Cities'. 

The session on 'Developing River Sensitive Cities' was 
thorganised on 25  August 2021. Moderated by Prof. Mona 

Aiyer from CEPT University, the panelists included Mr. 
Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Mr. Victor Shinde, NIUA, Dr. Suresh 

Rohilla, CSE and Mr. R Srinivas- Town and Country 
Planning Organization, MoHUA. Mr. Mishra started with 
talking about importance of water sources and its linkage 
with human habitation. He mentioned that river 
rejuvenation is directly related to urban development and 
rivers can be kept clean if our cities are kept clean and to 
achieve that we need river sensitive cities. He informed that 
NMCG is working with NIUA and other line departments to 
develop Urban River Management Framework and River 
Sensitive Master plan. 

The session on 'Integrated River Basin Management: 
thStakeholder Engagement' was organised on 24  August 

2021. Director General, NMCG, Mr. Rajiv Ranjan Mishra 
gave his valuable insights on NMCG's approach and vision of 
IRBM. He told that the different challenges experienced in 
the river basin are multi-faceted as it covers issues related to 
ecology, environment, economy, food security and so on. He 
briefed about the efforts made by NMCG of developing 
Ganga River Basin Management Plan by consortium with 
IITs. Other participants included Project Manager, GIZ 
India, Ms. Birgit Vogel who shared European River Basin 
Management Approach and how it can be adopted within 
Indian context, Director, WWF India, Mr. Suresh Babu who 
talked on the importance of stakeholder engagement in 
IRBM in Ram Ganga basin. Prof. Vinod Tare, IIT-Kanpur 
also gave his remarks to adopt bottom-up approach by 
empowering the district level government bodies and start 
initiatives including small rivers as they contribute to Ganga 
River Basin Management.  Prof. S. Chary Vedala from ASCI 
also participated in the session. 

Other speakers talked on issues like Urban River 
Management Plan (URMP) Framework, River Centric 
Urban Guidelines, operationalization issues etc. The third 

thsession on 'Zero Liquid Discharge Cities' on 26  August 2021 
was moderated by Mr. Sumouleendra Ghosh, Global Water 
Lead of KPMG. Mr. Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG, NMCG 
emphasized on developing policies and other operational 
interventions to achieve ZLD at city level. He shared that 
NMCG in collaboration with GIZ India has developed a 
national level framework for reuse of treated wastewater in 
India. He mentioned that Mathura Refinery project is a good 
example of wastewater reuse initiative of NMCG by 
collaborating with industries. Mr. Jeremy Bird, GIZ India, 
Mr. Banchhanidhi Pani, Municipal Commissioner, Surat 
Municipal Corporation, Dr. Nupur Bahadur, TERI, Mr. 
Arun Lakhani, Chairman, Vishwaraj Group, Mr. Rajneesh 
Chopra, Global Head VA Tech Wabag Ltd., Mr. B K Agarwal, 
CEO Triveni Engineering & Industries Ltd were among the 
other panelists. Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG, NMCG also 
participated as a key panelist in a session on 'Making Cities 
Water Positive through City Water Balance Plan' on Day 1 of 
the World Water Week, 2021. 

NMCG Hosts Sessions in World Water Week, Stockholm 

jalshakti-dowr.gov.in 13|             |Sep 2021



NAMAMI GANGE

Brig Naveen Singh, Vrc, VSM, Commander, 
Territorial Army Group Headquarters, Central 
Command and Col. Vedvrat Vaidya, Commanding 
Officer, 137 CETF Bn (TA) 39 Gorkha Rifles, also 
Commanding Officer of Ganga Task Force visited 

thNMCG office on 26  August 2021 and had a 
detailed discussion on the ongoing task of GTF with 
Sh. Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG, NMCG and Sh. 
Ashok Kumar Singh, ED(Projects), NMCG.

A meeting on Arth Ganga with ASCI was 
chaired by Sh. Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG, 

thNMCG on 24  August 2021. Sh. Rozy 
Agarwal, ED (Finance), NMCG, Sh. V. 
Srinivas Chary, Director of the Centre for 
Urban Governance, Environment, Energy 
and Infrastructure Development- ASCI and 
other senior officials attended the meeting. 

thA review meeting was held on 18  August 
2021 under the chairmanship of Sh. Rajiv 
R a n j a n  M i s h r a ,  D G ,  N M C G  o n  
'Documentation of Cultural Mapping of 
River Ganga from Gomukh to Gangasagar' 
by Intach Heritage Walks. An antique 1822 
map which depicts the course of Ganga and 
Gangotri for the first time in history was 
handed over by Intach to honor Sh. Rajiv 
Ranjan Mishra for his work towards the 
conservation of Ganga and its tributaries.

A lecture on ‘Ganga: A River without Banks’, 
was delivered on virtual platform by Dr. 
Anthony Acciavatti, school of Architecture, 

stYale University on 31  August 2021. Dr. 
Acciavatti is a renowned historian of science 
and technology, cartographer and architect. 
His most recent book, Ganges Water 
Machine (2015) is the first comprehensive 
mapping and urban history of the Ganges 
River Basin in over half a century. 

An online brainstorming workshop on 
mainstreaming ‘River Thinking into a 

thMaster Plan’ was organised on 27  August 
at National Mission for Clean Ganga office 
in association with National Institute of 
Urban Affairs and TCPO. The workshop 
was chaired by Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, 
Secretary, Ministry of Housing & Urban 
Affairs. Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra and other 
senior officials were also present during the 
workshop.  
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A National Level Webinar on ‘Restoration of 
Riverine Ecosystem & Urban Planning‘ was 
organised by Centre for Urban & Built 
Environment (CUBE), South Asian Institute 
for Advanced Research & Development 
(SAIARD) in association with National 
Institute of Urban Affairs and Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs on 7-8 August 2021. 

�त�ंता �दवस क� 75व� वषग� ाठं के उपल� म� मनाये जा रहे 
''आजादी का अमतृ महो�व'' के अ�गत�  ह�र�ार च�ीघाट 
�रवर �� डवेलपेमट�  प�रयोजना पर रग-रग म� गगंा एवं गगंा 
क� अ�वरल या�ा पर आधा�रत सा�ृं�तक काय�� म� का 
आयोजन 16 अग� को �कया गया। काय�� म म� माननीय 
म�ंी, पयेजल, वषा� जल स�ंहण, �ामीण �नमाण� , जनगणना, 
माननीय म�ंी, भाषा पनुगठ� न, ग�ा �वकास एवं चीनी उ�ोग, 
�ा� �वकास तथा वबे के मा�म से माननीय रा� म�ंी 
जलश�� म�ंालय क� उप���त रही।
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ठाठीपुर �ाम पंचायत का जल संर�ण
मुरैना �जला रा� म� �देश के उ�री भाग म� ��त है, �जसक� 

सीमा प��म म� राज�ान और उ�र म� उ�र �देश से लगती है। पूव� 

म� �ा�लयर, �भ� ड और द��ण म� �ोपुरी कलां इसके �नकटवत� 

�जले ह�। इसी मुरैना �जले क� कैलारस तहसील म� ��त ह� 

ठाठीपुर �ाम पंचायत। मुरैना �जला कम वषा� वाले और सूखा 

�भा�वत �े�� क� �ेणी म� आता है। जलवायु प�रवत�न के कारण 

�े� म� कृ�ष उ�ादकता और आजी�वका पर गंभीर खतरा मंडरा 

रहा है। यहाँ क� 70% से भी अ�धक आबादी कृ�ष पर ही आ��त 

है। इस �े� क� कृ�ष के बेहतर भ�व� के �लए एकमा� समाधान 

जल संर�ण ही था। �ाकृ�तक वषा� जल संचयन, �स�चाई क� 

वैक��क तकनीक� का उपयोग और घरेलू आव�कताओं के 

�लए सं�चत जल का उपयोग कर के यहाँ क� जल उपल�ता को 

बेहतर �कया जा सकता था। इस �ाम पंचायत ने यही सब 

तकनीक�  अपनाई और खुद को जल समथ� बनाया।

�नमा�ण काय� के चलते �कसान� क� 40 हे�ेयर भू�म म� �स�चाई 

के �लए पानी उपल� करवाया गया है �जससे �स� �चत भू�म म� 

फसल उ�ादन म� वृ�� होती है। पंचायत �े� म� भूजल पुनभ�रण के 

कारण सूखे �ए कुओं म� 30 फ�ट तक पानी भर गया है। �कसान� 

�ारा �स�चाई के �प म� उपयोग �कए जा रहे पानी के साथ-साथ 

�ूबवेल और ह�डपंप म� भी पया�� भूजल उपल� हो गया है। 

यह �न�ष� �नकाला जा सकता है �क वाटरशेड आधार पर मृदा-

जल संर�ण क� बेहतर योजना बनाकर घरेलू आय और रोजगार 

के �र को बढ़ाया जा सकता है। �े� म� जल संर�ण के �यास� से 

जल �र 6.1 फ�ट तक बढ़ गया है �जसके प�रणाम��प �स� �चत 

�े� म� 22% से 66% और फसल सघनता म� 159% से 195% 

तक क� बढ़ोतरी देखी गई है। भूजल के पुनभ�रण से भूजल क� 

लवणता म� कमी आई है और साथ ही �म�ी के कटाव को �नयं��त 

करके भू�म के बंजर होने पर भी रोक लगा दी गई है, जो �क म� 

�देश के चंबल संभाग क� गंभीर सम�ा है।

वाटरशेड प�रयोजनाओं से यहाँ के 166 प�रवार लाभा��त �ए ह�। 

यहाँ पहले कृ�ष का कुल �े� 155 हे�ेयर था और प�रयोजना के 

बाद 251 हे�ेयर हो गया है। फसल उ�ादन ग�त�व�धय� म� 

60%, जब�क डेयरी �े� म� 12% रोजगार म� वृ�� देखी गई। 

रोजगार म� वृ�� बेहतर कृ�ष के कारण ही �ई। यही नह�, गाँव म� 

लोग� के पास पशुधन म� भी वृ�� �ई। लोग अ�धक आय के कारण 

अ�धक पशु पालने म� स�म ह� जो �कसान� के �लए एक समृ�� 

का �नशान है।

जल संर�ण के �यास� के तहत अपर�दत भू�म के �बंधन के �लए 

3 चेकडैम, 14 ट�क,  2 खेत तालाब, 6 गली �ग का �नमा�ण, भू�म 

समतल करना और बं�ड� ग मु� ग�त�व�धयां थ�। मृदा क� गुणव�ा 

बढ़ाने और जल को पकड़ने क� �मता को बेहतर करने के �लए 

1,760 हे�ेयर �े� म� बड़े �र पर पौधरोपण भी �कया गया। 

प�रणाम��प, �जस रन ऑफ वाटर के कारण मृदा अपरदन हो 

रहा था, उस जल को �वा�हत होने क� जगह �व�भ� �णा�लय� म� 

सं�चत �कया जाने लगा। �कसान� को �ो�ा�हत �कया गया �क वे 

अपनी जमीन को समतल कर� और अपने खेत� म� �गरने वाली वषा � 

क� हर एक बूंद को खेत म� ही रोकने के �लए बांध बनाएं।

मनरेगा योजना के अंतग�त वषा�जल संचयन के �लए �न�म�त तालाब
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दखेा जाए तो यह अ�भयान म�ुतः लोग� �ारा लोग� के �लए था। 

इस जल सरं�ण अ�भयान म� सबसे बड़ा योगदान समदुाय का ही 

रहा �जसके �यास� से यह नदी पनुः �वतन�  का म�ु�ल काय� 

ुसभंव हो पाया। �कसान, मछआरे और आम जनता के जीवन म� 

जल उपल�ता से काफ� सधुार आया ह।ै बहेतर कृ�ष के कारण 

आय म� व�ृ� दखेी गई है और ��े म� आ�थ�क ��रता भी आई ह।ै

‘जल चचा’�  के इस स�ंरण म� जल सरं�ण कर रहे सव�� �े �जल� 

म� से एक �सवनी �जले के बारे म� बता रहे ह� जो �क म��दशे म� 

��त ह।ै इस �जले का नाम यहाँ पाए जाने वाले व�ृ �सयोना के 

नाम पर पड़ा ह,ै हम आपको बता द� �क इस पड़े क� लकड़ी का 

�योग म�ुतः ढोलक बनाने के �लए �कया जाता ह।ै �सवनी 

�जला सतपड़ुा पठार के एक सकं�ण,�  उ�र-द��ण खडं पर ��त 

ह।ै

इस नदी के पनुः �वतन�  के �लए �सवनी �जला �शासन ने �ढ़ 

�न�य �कया और इस �दशा म� क�ठन प�र�म भी �कया। �हर� नदी 

क� कुल लबंाई 77 �कलोमीटर ह।ै इसका कैचम�े ��े 1,02,433 

ह�ेयर है �जसम� क� 88 माइ�ो-वाटरशडे भी स���लत ह।�  यह 

नदी कुल �मलाकर 135 �ाम पचंायत� से हो कर बहती ह।ै

नदी के पनु��ार के �लए मनरगेा (MGNREGA) के तहत काम 

ू�कया गया। इसके अ�त�र� मनरगेा के तहत ही कंटर �च� , बो�र 

वॉल, काउंटर ब�ंड�ग, सोक �पट, अदन�  गली �ग, डग वले �रचाज,�  

जल सरं�ण टक� , �रचाज� शा�ट और �रचाज� वले इ�ा�द 

सरंचनाओं का भी �नमाण�  कराया गया । ये सभी सरंचनाएं ��े म� 

जल सरं�ण और जल क� उपल�ता को बढ़ावा दग� ी।

ए�शया का सबसे बड़ा �म�ी बाधं सजंय सरोवर इस �जले क� 

जीवन रखेा ह।ै यह बाधं कृ�ष और पीने के पानी का �ाथ�मक 

�ोत ह।ै लोग� �ारा पजूा क� जाने वाली सबसे �� न�दय� म� 

से एक नदी, बनैगगंा भी इस रा� म� उपल� �कृ�त का उपहार है 

जो �क �सवनी के ही �ाम मढ़ुारा से उतप� होती ह।ै इस ही बनैगगंा 

क� सहायक नदी, �हर� का पनु��ार �सवनी के �जला �शासन 

�ारा सफलतापवूक�  �कया गया �जसके बारे म� आप और अ�धक 

इस लखे के मा�म से जानग� ।े

��े म� लगभग 4,400 पड़े लगाए गए ह� जो �क �म�ी क� जल क� 

पकड़ मजबतू कर रहे ह।�  इसके अलावा नदी के �कनारे पर भी 

2,000 पड़े लगाए जा रहे ह� जो �क नदी के �कनारे क� �म�ी म� 

नमी बनाए रखने म� सहायक ह�ग।े

जल क� गणुव�ा को बहेतर करने के �लए �शासन �ारा कई कदम 

उठाए गए ह।�  ��े को खलेु म� शौच म�ु बनाने म� भी �शासन को 

सफलता �ा� �ई ह।ै

इस �जले का कुल ��ेफल 8,75,400 ह�ेयेर है �जसम� से 

5,35,887 ह�ेयर भ�ूम पर कृ�ष क� जाती ह।ै वष� 2011 क� 

जनगणना के अनसुार ��े क� कुल आबादी 1,02,343 है और इस 

बड़ी आबादी क� द�ैनक ग�त�व�धयाँ �हर� नदी क� सहायता से ही 

परूी होती थी। जलवायु प�रवतन�  और जल क� उपल�ता म� कमी 

के कारण यह केवल एक मौसमी नदी बन कर रह गई थी। ग�म�य� 

के मौसम म� यह नदी सखू जाती थी, या कह� गायब हो जाती थी 

वह� स�द�य� के मौसम म� इसम� पानी दखेने को �मलता था वो भी 

ब�त कम।

इस अ�भयान ने ��ेीय लोग� को जल के मह� के ��त जाग�क 

�कया है और इसका सरं�ण करने हतुे ��ेरत भी �कया ह।ै इस जल 

सकंट के क�ठन समय म� हमारा, आपका और सभी का सकं� 

यही होना चा�हए �क अपनी यो�ता अनसुार जल सरं�ण म� 

अपना योगदान अव� द।�  जल सरं�ण क� पहल हमारे घर� से ही 

होती है तो पहले अपने घर से ही श�ुआत कर।�

�सवनी �जले के �यास� से �हर� नदी का कायाक�
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आज के समय म� जो 

पयाव� रणीय प�र���त है 

उसम� तब तक कोई 

बदलाव नह� आ सकता 

जब तक ��के मन�ु 

जल सरं�ण म� अपनी 

भ�ूमका नह� �नभाएगा। 

जल सकंट क� इस घड़ी 

क� यह मागं है �क इस 

धरती पर उपल� जल 

क� हर एक बदँू को 

सरं��त �कया जाए। म� 

छावनी प�रषद ने अपने 

�र पर सभी नाग�रक� को जल सरं��त करने के �लए ��ेरत 

�कया ह।ै पयाव� रण म� व�ृ� के मह� को समझाने के �लए यहाँ 

पौधारौपण अ�भयान भी चलाया गया। जल सरं�ण के ये �यास 

वाकई �शसंनीय व सराहनीय ह।�  य�द ऐसे ही �यास सभी 

�ानीय �नकाय� और मन�ु� �ारा �कए जाएं तो जल सकंट को 

पीछे धकेला जा सकता है और एक जल सपं� व् सम�ृ भ�व� 

का �नमाण�  �यं �कया जा सकता ह।ै      

छावनी प�रषद �ारा �कए गए �यास सफल रहे और लगभग परेू 

��े म� जल �र आ�यज� नक दर से बढ़ा और यही नह� सभी 

तालाब भी अपनी परूी �मता तक भर गए। ये तालाब भरी गम� के 

मौसम म� भी पानी से लबालब �दखाई �दए और इनसे �ई जल 

�र म� व�ृ� के कारण, सखेू �ए कुएं और बोरवले भी पनुज��वत 

�ए। इन �यास� से ��े के �नवासी सबसे अ�धक लाभा��त �ए 

ह� और यह भी �न��त तौर पर कहा जा सकता है �क इ�� भ�व� 

म� जल सकंट का सामना नह� करना पड़गेा।

यही नह� छावनी प�रषद ने ��े म� बन रही नई इमारत� म� जल 

सरं�ण व सचंयन �णाली �वक�सत करना अ�नवाय� �कया है जो 

�क एक मह�पणू� कदम सा�बत �आ ह।ै प�रषद �ारा जल श�� 

अ�भयान के तहत जारी �कए गए एसओपी के अनसुार छावनी बोड� 

के कायाल� य, �व�ालय और टाउन हॉल म� जल सचंयन �णा�लयाँ 

�वक�सत क� गई ह।ै 

म� छावनी प�रषद म� �दशे के इंदौर म� ��त है और यहाँ का 

�शासन जल सरं�ण के ��े म� �शसंनीय काय� कर रहे ह।�  यहाँ 

छोटे �र पर जल सरं�ण तो पहले से हो ही रहा था ल�ेकन सबसे 

बड़ी चनुौती वषा� जल को स�ंचत करना और उसके अप�य को 

रोकना था। जल सरं�ण अ�भयान को श�ु करने से पहले ��े म� 

वषा� जल �कसी उपयोग म� नह� आ रहा था। छावनी ��े के तहत 

एक ब�ी ��े भी आता है जो वष� से भयकंर जल सकंट का 

सामना कर रहा था।

जल सरं�ण लागू करने के बाद परेू छावनी ��े और म�ुतः ब�ी 

��े का कायाक� �आ ह।ै �व�भ� चय�नत �ल� पर जसेीबी एवं 

पोकलड�  मशीन� क� सहायता से तालाब बनाकर वषा� जल के 

सरं�ण एवं पनु�ाप� न 

क� पहल श�ु क� गई। 

इन तालाब� तक जल 

प�चंाने के �लए अलग-

अलग चनैल भी बनाए 

गए जो �क �व�भ� �ान� 

से जल एक��त कर, 

तालाब तक प�चंाने का 

काय� करते ह।�  यहाँ ३ नए 

तालाब बनाए गए और ३ 

जल �नकाय� को 

पनुज��वत �कया गया। 

हदैराबादी ब�ी �ल पर 

जनभागीदारी से कई एकड़ के जल�हण ��े म� एक तालाब बनाया 

गया और उसी �ल से खोदी गई �म�ी क� मदद से �ॉप डमै 

बनाकर एक छोटी झील म� प�रव�त�त �कया गया। यह �ॉप डमै 

भारी बा�रश म� भी कारगर ह।ै

सव��े� �ानीय �नकाय बोड�, म� छावनी प�रषद का जल संर�ण
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PEOPLE'S INITIATIVES 

thOn 17  August, young volunteers from the 
Vrikshit Foundation collected 326 kg of 
waste in a residential area in New Delhi, 
keeping in view their mission of keeping 
the country clean.  

Answering to the clarion call of Hon'ble 
PM Shri Narendra Modi urging citizens 
to join the ‘Catch the Rain’ campaign, the 
volunteers belonging to NSS Unit ll, 
Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya, Siliguri, 
Jalpaiguri district cleaned a well on 8th 
August. The well had been abandoned for 
a long time, making it unusable. The 
group cleaned the well, making it suitable 
for general usage. The volunteers also 
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  
neighbourhood, urging them to take care 
of the well.

As a part of the Clean Green campaign, 
the Orissa Environmental Society (OES) 
visited the Shankhatrasha Government 
High School, Cuttack District, Odisha on 

th6  August. As per the suggestion of Smt. 
Bobita Maharana, I/C Headmaster, 
mango and guava saplings were planted in 
the campus.           
The plantation drive was completed in the 
gracious presence of the DDO Sri Bibhuti 
Bhushan Behera and the staff of the 
school. Sh. Raghu Nath Prusty, Dr. 
Pradeep Kumar Rath, Er. Manoranjan 
Mishra, Smt. Namita Mohapatra and Dr. 
Sailabala Devi participated in the drive. 
OES was assisted by Sh. Pradeep Das, a 
noted social activist in organizing the 
programme.

ह�रयाली अमाव�ा (8 अग�) के पावन 

अवसर पर गगंावतरण अ�भयान के कायक� ताओ� ं 

ने सोनाघाटी क� पहाड़ी पर 101 पौध� का रोपण 

�कया �कया । �जसम� एक ��वणेी (बरगद, 

पीपल,नीम) स�हत आम, जामनु, कटहल, नीम, 

अमलतास, कचनार, मौल�ी, इमली, करजं 

इ�ा�द के पौधे रोपे गये । उजाड़ सोनाघाटी को 

पनुः हरी-भरी करने व वषाज� ल सरं�ण के �लये 

पाचँ वष� पवू� �ार� �कये गगंावतरण अ�भयान के 

तहत अभी तक पहाड़ी पर हजार� पौधे रोपे तथा 

सरं��त �कये गये ह।�

नमा�म गगें प�रयोजना के अतंगत�  महामना 

मालवीय गगंा शोध क� �, बीएचय,ू वाराणसी से 

��श�ण �ा� इको-��� गगंा �म� �ी 

घन�ाम कुमार लगातार पौधारोपण करते रहे ह।�  

उ��ने घर पर ही बालगगंा �म�� के साथ �मलकर 

जामनु एवं नीम के पौधे ऑग�� नक तरीके से तयैार 

�कए ह।�  घन�ाम जी का आग�� नक खतेी क� 

�दशा म� �कया जा रहा यह �यास सराहनीय ह।ै 

�कृ�त क� र�ा व जगंल� के सरं�ण के ��त 

सम�प�त रा� यवुा पयाव� रण सरं�ण स�म�त 

के सद�� ने 'जगंल बचाओ, पड़े लगाओ 

अ�भयान' चलाया।
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NEWS 
IN BRIEF

As a part of the ongoing work, a team of 
CSMRS officers visited Vyasi Hydro Electric 
Project during 4-6 August for inspection of the 
ongoing project works and providing Quality 
Assurance/Quality Control (QA/QC) 
consultancy services for civil works of the 
project. A fresh MoU between CSMRS and 
UJVNL for providing QA/QC consultancy 
services pertaining to civil works of the project 
was also signed during the visit.

An MoU has been signed between CSMRS and 
Polavaram Project Authority for providing 
consultancy on Quality Assurance/Quality 
Control (QA/QC) for construction of the 
Polavaram project in Andhra Pradesh. CSMRS 
team visited the project site during 23-28 August 
for quality inspection of ongoing concrete works 
at left main canal and head works. The team has 
inspected trunnion beam rectification and 
seepage in inspection gallery. An elaborate 
discussion with project authorities and CWC 
team was held on the issues of concern.

A team of soil division visited the Polavaram 
Irrigation Project, Andhra Pradesh during 25-27 
August for carrying out geotechnical  
investigations at approach channel soil dump.

CSMRS organized a 2-day training course on 
“Role of Supplementary Cementitious 
Material (SCM) in providing case specific 
solutions for river valley projects during 25-26 
August. Lectures were delivered by Smt. Beena 
Anand, Scientist 'D', Dr. R.P. Pathak, Scientist 
'D', Dr. M. Raja, Scientist 'D' and Dr. Sameer 
Vyas, Scientist 'B'. Around 60 engineers from 
Central and State Governments, PSUs, faculty, 
researchers and students attended the training 
course.

The Working Group was constituted by 
DoWR, RD & GR for reviewing the 
methods of Benefit Cost Ratio assessment 
and for suggesting procedure for automatic 
cost revision of Major and Medium 
Irrigation, Flood Control and Multipurpose 
Projects not involving change in scope. The 
group is headed by Sh. Kushvinder Vohra, 
Member WP&P, CWC, and includes 
members from NITI Aayog, Ministry of 
Finance, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Ministry of 
Agriculture Cooperation & Farmers 
Welfare and Central Water Commission.

Sh. Kushvinder Vohra, Member WP&P, 
CWC held the 1st meeting of the Working 
Group for 'Reviewing the Calculation of 
Benefit Cost Ratio and Procedure for 
Revised Cost Estimation for Major and 
Medium Irrigation, Flood Control and 

thMultipurpose Projects' on 12  August.

High resolution aquifer mapping using State-
of-the-art Heli-borne survey in Ganga-
Yamuna Doab, U.P. was undertaken as a part 
of a tripartite agreement involving CGWB, 
NMCG and CSIR-NGRI.

Shri Pankaj Kumar, Hon’ble Secretary, 
Ministry of Jal Shakti, DoWR, RD & GR, 
Government of India virtually inaugurated 
the webinar on 'Water for Public Health: 
Preparing for Disasters and Pandemics' 

thorganized by NIH, Roorkee on 26  August 
2021. The webinar included presentations 
from 33 speakers from India and abroad. 
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In continuation to series of earlier meetings on 
Benefit Cost (BC) aspects of the Ujh 
Multipurpose Project (J&K) and progress on 

thproposed changes in its design, 8  meeting 
was held under the Chairmanship of Sh. 
Kushvinder Vohra, Member (WP&P), 

thCentral Water Commission on 12  August 
t h r o u g h  v i d e o  c o n f e r e n c i n g .
Officials from M/o Jal Shakti, Central Water 
Commission, Central Electricity Authority, 
Water Resources Department (WRD), Govt 
of J&K and WAPCOS attended the meeting.

thThe 5  meeting of the committee for 
planning/organizing BRICS Water Ministers 
Meeting and BRICS Water Forum in India in 
2021 was held under the Chairmanship of Sh. 
Kushvinder Vohra, Member (WP&P), CWC 
and Ex-officio Addl. Secretary to Govt. of 
India on 19th August through video 
conferencing. Officers of Ministry of External 
Affairs, MoEF&CC, CWC, NIH, CGWB and 
NWDA participated in the meeting.

Sh. Shivnandan Kumar, Chief Engineer, 
Indus Basin Organisation visited the 
proposed Barinium HE Project in District 

thKishtwar of J&K on 8  August along with a 
team of Survey and Investigation of CWC, 
Jammu. CE, IBO also visited Kirthai-II (930 
MW) project. Survey and Investigation of 
both these projects is being undertaken by 
CWC, Jammu.

A contract was signed between CWC and 
M/a AECOM Asia Company Ltd in JV with 
M/S URS Scott Wilson India Pvt. Ltd. & 

thM/a AECOM India Pvt. Ltd. on 11  August 
for providing consultancy services for Early 
F l o o d W a r n i n g  S y s t e m ,  i n c l u d i n g  
Inundation Forecasting in Ganga Basin 
under National Hydrology Project.

The National Institute of Hydrology 
(NIH), Roorkee organized online training 
workshops on 'Advanced Hydrology', 
'Application of Remote Sensing & GIS in 
Water Recourses' and 'Hydrological 
Modeling using Soil and Water Assessment 
Tool (SWAT) Theory and Hands-on' and 
Advanced Hydrology & Modeling Tools 
during 2-6 August under the National 
Hydrology Project (NHP). This training 
programme was conducted for the officers 
of Implementing Agencies under NHP.

Preliminary Yield Test conducted at Lilesra, 
Godhra, Panchmahal district, Gujarat. Well 
drilled upto a depth of 132.50 m bgl & 
Discharge is 14.79 lps.

Dug-well has been constructed for irrigation 
in Ahwa taluka, Dang district, Gujarat under 
PMKSY-HKKP-Ground Water scheme. In 
an area facing shortage of water for irrigation, 
small and marginal farmers are getting 
i m m e n s e l y  b e n e f i t t e d  f r o m  s u c h  
interventions

CSMRS Rock Mechanics team visited 
Ekdare Dam of Damanganga (Ekdare)-
Godavari Link Project and Koshimshet 
Dam of Damanganga-Vaitarna-Godavari 
Link Project in Maharastra during 24-27 
August. CSMRS team selected core samples 
from the foundation of both these dams for 
carrying out laboratory investigations and 
uitability study.
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CGWB, Kolkata conducted Mass Awareness 
cum Public Interaction Program on the theme 
'Sustainable Ground Water Management' for 
South 24 Parganas District, West Bengal 

ththrough online mode to commemorate 75  
year of India's Independence.

A high-yielding fracture was tapped during 
exploratory drilling under NAQUIM 
programme in hard rock areas of Banswara 
district of Rajasthan with yield of 1,100 litre 
per minute (lpm).

एनबीओ, सीड�सूी, भोपाल के अिधका�रयो ं

की एक टीम ने पारसडोह म�म िसचंाई 

प�रयोजना, बतैलू िजला, म� �देश म� "स�ू 

िसचंाई का उपयोग करने के लाभ पर जन 

जाग�कता काय�� म" आयोिजत िकया िजसम� 

प�रयोजना से लाभा��त िकसानो ंव �ामीणो ंको 

इसके उपयोग के िलए ��ेरत िकया। इस 

काय�� म म� जल ससंाधन िवभाग, म� �देश के 

पारसदोह उ�हन िसचंाई प�रयोजना के सहभागी 

भी मौजदू थ।े अिभयान म� िकसानो ं ने स�ू 

िसचंाई �णाली के बारे म� आ�िव�ास व 

उ�कुता िदखाई।

NIH and Division Forest Office, Narendra 
Nagar, Uttarakhand organized a training 
programme on 'Springshed Management 
and Rejuvenation through Scientific data 
Collection and Processing Techniques' 
during 24-25 August, 2021 at Rishikesh. 
Around 25 officers and staff of the forest 
department participated in the training. 

NIH, Roorkee organized a mass awareness 
programme on 'Water Conservation and 
Water Security' for the students of Shiksha 
Sadan Inter College, Mehwad Kalan, 
Roorkee and the students of Kendriya 

th thVidyalaya-1, Roorkee on 11  and 13  
August  respectively as a part of Azadi Ka 
Amrut Mahotsav.

NIH, CFMS, Regional Centre- Patna 
organized a mass awareness programme on 

th'Water and Environmental Issues' on 19  
August as a part of Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav. The interactions were made with 
villagers of Nakki Bhawani Panchayat, 
Janipur (Phulwari Sharif, Patna) and 
NWDA officials.

CGWB, Nagpur conducted PIP on ‘Aquifer 
Mapping and Ground Water Management of 
Gadchiroli district, Maharashtra’. Dr. Rajabhau 
G. Munghate, Principal, Govindrao Munghate 
Art & Science College, Kurkheda, Gadchiroli 
was the Chief Guest.

Dr P Nandakumaran, Chairman, CGWB & 
Dr S K Samanta, Regional Director, CGWB, 
Kolkata attended the Meeting of the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Water 

thResources on 26  August in Kolkata.
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1 New Pond developed
Tanda village

Area: ~7,246 m2
Avg. Depth: ~4 m

No. of Direct Beneficiaries: 800
(in Million litres) 

Water Conserved: ~28.984 

1 New Pond developed
Akoli village

Avg. Depth: ~4 m
Water Conserved: ~59.552

(in Million litres) 
No. of Direct Beneficiaries: 1,200

Area: ~14,888 m2

No. of Direct Beneficiaries: 400

Area: ~600 m2
Siltara Phase-I village

1 New Pond developed

Avg. Depth: ~2 m
Water Conserved: ~1.2 

(in Million litres) 

Avg. Depth: ~3 m
Water Conserved: ~41.05

(in Million litres) 

Area: ~13,684.81 m2 Area: ~9,102.3 m2

Water Conserved: ~27.3
(in Million litres) 

Avg. Depth: ~3 m
Area: ~7,097.409 m2

(in Million litres) 

Avg. Depth: ~3 m
Water Conserved: ~21.29

Godavari Power & Ispat Ltd. (GPIL)
Raipur, Chhattisgarh

3 Ponds deepened

Siltara Phase-II village

Cleaning of Kolhan Naala Section-7
under the Jal Shakti Abhiyan
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Secured 2 Leaves in Confederation of Indian Industry's (CII) Green Rating Project for Power & 
Steel Sector, 2012  

Avg. Width: ~4.2 m
Avg. Depth: ~1 m

(in Million litres) 
Water Conserved: ~41.16

Length: ~9.8 km

No. of Villages benefitted: 8
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�व�ालय �ारा खले �दवस काय�� म म� भी जल जाग�कता फैलाने के 

�यास �कए गए। खले �दवस पर परडे म� छा�� ने भारत और त�मलनाडु म� 

न�दय� के मह� को दशाय� ा और इ�� आपस म� जोड़ने के लाभ� के बारे 

म� भी बताया। �व�भ� न�दय� क� भ�ूमका �नभा रहे ब�� ने एक-दसूरे 

का हाथ पकड़कर �रवर इंटर�ल� �क� ग को रचना�क �प से दशाय� ा। 

सीईओए �क�स �ूल के ब�� ने 2018 म� सम�ु क� अनतंता और 

पानी क� आव�कता को दशान� े के �लए �ू डे मनाया। इसके तहत कई 

सा�ृं�तक ग�त�व�धय� और काय�� म� का आयोजन �कया गया। छोटे 

ब�� को खले� के मा�म से 

समझाया गया �क जल ही जीवन का 

अमतृ ह।ै यही नह� जल के मह� को 

दशान� े के �लए �दश�� नय� का भी 

आयोजन कराया जाता ह।ै इसके 

तहत दीवार� पर �वषय से सबं�ंधत 

तरह-तरह के पो�र लगाए गए। यह 

काय�� म न केवल छा�� के �लए 

ब�� अ�भभावक� के �लए भी एक 

�ान अ�ज�त करने वाला काय�� म 

था।

�व�ालय म� “सवे वॉटर, सवे �चूर” 

�वषय पर एक इं�ा �ूल �ाइंग 

��तयो�गता का आयोजन �कया गया। "जल ससंाधन �बधंन - एक 

वरदान या अ�भशाप?" �वषय पर वाद-�ववाद ��तयो�गता का भी 

आयोजन करवाया गया। इन ��तयो�गताओं �व�ा�थ�य� ने उ�ाहपवूक�  

से भाग �लया और जल ससंाधन� क� कमी के ��त अपनी �च�ता �� 

क�। �व�ा�थ�य� ने केवल सम�ाएँ ही �� नह� क� ब�� इस सम�ा 

के रचना�क समाधान भी ��तु �कए। छा�-छा�ाओं को जल के 

मह� से अवगत कराने के �लए 'वाटर इज लाइफ, �ीट इट राइट' �वषय 

पर एक रचना�क लखेन ��तयो�गता का भी आयोजन कराया गया। 

जल सरं�ण और भजूल के मह� पर ज़ोर दनेे और इस �वषय पर 

जाग�कता फैलाने के �लए �व�ा�थ�य� ने जल क� बदँू और पड़े के 

आकार क� �मून फामश� न भी बनाई। यह कला�क �च�ण स�शे दतेा 

है �क पानी क� एक-एक बदंू मन�ु के अ��� के �लए आव�क ह,ै 

इस�लए इसे बबाद�  नह� करना चा�हए। इस फॉमश� न म� लगभग 1000 

�व�ा�थ�य� ने भाग �लया और दशक� � को म�ंम�ु कर �दया।

पीने यो� पानी आज एक दलुभ�  और 

क�मती व�ु बन गया ह।ै �नूतम 

अप�य और अ�धकतम सरं�ण का 

म�ं ही जल क� उपल�ता को बनाए रख सकता ह।ै धीर-ेधीरे हमारे 

�ाकृ�तक जल ससंाधन ख� हो रह� ह� �जस कारण जल का सरं�ण 

करना और भी ज़�री हो गया ह।ै ऐसे म� इस �व�ालय �ारा �कए जा रहे 

जल सरं�ण के �यास अ�तं सराहनीय ह।�  आने वाली पीढ़ी के �लए 

जल जाग�क होना उतना ही आव�क है �जतना �क आज क� पीढ़ी के 

�लए। हम� इस �व�ालय से �रेणा लनेी चा�हए और जल सरं�ण म� 

अपनी �मता अनसुार योगदान अव� दनेा चा�हए।   

इस �ूल क� �ापना मदरैु म� वष� 1995 म� सीईओए एजकेुशनल 

सोसाइटी �ारा �ारा क� गई थी। सीईओए म�ै�कुलशेन हायर सके� डरी 

�ूल म� 4800 �व�ाथ� नामा�ंकत ह� 

और यह रा� के सव�� �े �ूल के 

�प म� भी �व�ात ह।ै इस �ूल के 

�व�ाथ� केवल श�ै�णक ��े म� ही 

अ�ल नह� ह� ब�� पा�तेर ��े म� 

भी सबसे आगे ह।�  यह �व�ालय 

समाज क� ज�रत� के अन�ुप छा�� 

को तयैार करने म� �व�ास करता ह।ै 

छा�� के क�ाण और रा� के सम� 

�हत� को �ान म� रखते �ए, इस 

�व�ालय ने जल सरं�ण क� कई 

पहल श�ु क� ह।�  

यह भारत के �लए गव� का �वषय है �क दशे म� कई �व�ालय, 

महा�व�ालय या अ� �श�ण स�ंान अपने �व�ा�थ�य� को जल 

सरं�ण क� सीख दे रहे ह।�  आज जब जल सरं�ण परेू �व� म� अपने परै 

पसार चकुा है तो ऐसे म� जल के ��त जाग�क पीढ़ी का �नमाण�  करना 

अ��धक आव�क ह।ै य�द आने वाली पीढ़ी जल के मह� को 

समझगेी और इसका �ववकेपणू� उपयोग करगेी तो �न��त �प से जल 

सकंट के �कोप को कम �कया जा सकेगा। इस नई पीढ़ी का �नमाण�  

आज �व�ालय� म� हो रहा ह।ै आजकल छोट-ेछोटे ब�े भी जल के मह� 

को समझ रहे ह� और इसका �ये �व�ालय� को ही जाता ह।ै जल चचा� के 

इस लखे म� हम आपको त�मलनाडु के सीईओए म�ै�कुलशेन हायर 

सके� डरी �ूल के जल सरं�ण के �यास� के बारे म� बता रहे ह।�   

सीईओए ��प ऑफ �ू� एंड एजुकेशनल इं�ी�ूशंस, मदरैु

�व�ालय के 1,000 छा�-छा�ाएं जल क� बूंद का �प लेते �ए



जल संर�ण म� सव��े� एनजीओ– राजपुताना सोसाइटी ऑफ़ नेचुरल �ह��ी People's Service Society, Palakkad
People's Service Society, Palakkad (PSSP) is one of the commi�ed organisations that have been working in multi-fold social 
developmental activities with people's participation in Kerala for the last 41 years.

From 2003 onwards, PSSP has served as the master NGO of Kerala Rural Water and Sanitation Agency (KRWSA) to promote 
rainwater harvesting. 

Units: 1,878 

Water conserved (in Million litres): 15.05

(2002-18)

No. of Beneficiaries: 9500

Construction of Rainwater Structures 

Units: 82
No. of Beneficiaries: 3,250

Water conserved (in Million litres): 4.12

Restoration of Wells 

Water conserved (in Million litres): 0.25

Units: 2
Construction of Gully Plugs

No. of Beneficiaries: 85

Construction of Earthen Bunds 

Water conserved (in Million litres): 151

KMs: 15,000
No. of Beneficiaries: 8,500

Construction of Rainwater Structures 

Units: 55

Water conserved (in Million litres): 0.68
No. of Beneficiaries: 1925

(under 'Sustainable Access to Safe Water in 
Palakkad'  project)

Water conserved (in Million litres): 4.18

Units: 17
(Watershed projects)

Construction of Check dams

No. of Beneficiaries: 2350

Units: 2
No. of Beneficiaries: 350

Water conserved (in Million litres): 44.31

Restoration of Ponds 

No. of Beneficiaries: 6,000
Units: 41,000

Water conserved (in Million litres): 82

Construction of Water-absorption 
Trenches

Water conserved (in Million litres): 240
No. of Beneficiaries: 6,235

Groundwater Recharge (Wells)
Units: 1,200 

No. of Beneficiaries: 165
Water conserved (in Million litres): 0.04

Restoration of Rainwater Structures
Units: 4

No. of Beneficiaries: 934
Water conserved (in Million litres): 2.73

Construction of Check dams
(under 'Sustainable Access to Safe Water in 

Palakkad'  project)
Units: 2

Units: 2

Water conserved (in Million litres): 0.14
No. of Beneficiaries: 470

RWH-linked Hand Wash Stations in 
Schools
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Share your suggestions & feedback at media-mowr@nic.in

नमािम गंगे ! तव पादपंकजं

सुरसुरैव���तिद��पम् ।

नमा�म गंगे 

भु��ं च मु��ं च ददािस िन�म्

भावानुसारेण सदा नराणाम् ।।

अथा�त् हे गंगाजी ! म� देव व दै�� �ारा पू�जत आपके �द� पादप�� 
को �णाम करता �ँ । आप मनु�� को सदा उनके भावानुसार भोग 

एवं मो� �दान करती ह� ।


