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From the Chief Editor’s Desk

)J

Taking a cue from the speech of the Hon'ble Prime Minister on the occasion of World River Day, Ganga Utsav

2021 was celebrated from 1" to 3" November with much fervor. The central theme of 'Ganga Utsav— The River
Festival 2021' was 'Celebrating Rivers' and the primary aim was to spread awareness on the importance of river
rejuvenation across river basins in India. In the coming days, Nadi Utsav will also be observed as part of Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations.

Ganga Utsav2021 was an exciting blend of art, culture, music, knowledge, poetry, dialogues and stories. One of
the highlights of the event was the registration of the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) in the
Guinness Book of World Records for most photographs of handwritten notes uploaded on Facebook in one
hour. It was an achievement driven by enthusiastic participants of Ganga Utsav.

Acknowledging the importance of rivers, we share with you a success story of river rejuvenation from across
the country in Jal Charcha every month. In this issue, the story of the revival of a 24 km stretch of Karnawati
river in Mirzapur has been shared. Reviving small rivers goes a long way in rejuvenating the big rivers of our
country. For their efforts, Mirzapur district was given the 3" Prize in the Revival of Rivers category (North
Zone) of the National Water Awards 2019.

This issue of Jal Charcha also features a remarkable story of 'Project Dhara' initiated by two young girls in
western Delhi. As part of the project, a recreational park was created with a rainwater harvesting system with
the help of an NGO. Tree plantation and cleanliness drives were organised. The role of our young generation,

indeed, is very important in making India water-secure.

After the success of Water Talks and Water Tech Talks, the National Water Mission (NWM) has initiated
another discussion— Water Biz Talk- to deliberate on some particularissues related to water with the corporate
sector. I am hopeful that this initiative will go along way in enhancing the participation of corporates in various
water management efforts.

All in all, this issue of Jal Charcha carries an interesting mix of success stories/best practices in water
conservation, information on various activities undertaken by the organisations of the Department, and
graphical depiction of water-related information and efforts.

g Warm Regards

(Pankaj Kumar)
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Kabini River

Waynad District, Kerala
Western Ghats

[ < ]
Mudumalai Tiger
Reserve l
Bandipur National Park Kabini Dam

Nagarhole National Park

~ Kuruva island

" Drainage Area
7,040 km2 Central Water Commission has 3

Hydrological Observation (HO) sites
%, on Kabini River, namely
G Muthenkara (GDSQ) in Kerala, and
Hommaragalli (GD) and T.
Narasipura (GDSQ) in Karnataka.

Waynad Wildlife
sanctuary
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Pond Restored to Overcome Water Crises in Bundelkhand Region

The importance of traditional water bodies cannot be
overemphasized for sustainable water management. The old
wisdom of water conservation carries the solutions to
contemporary water problems. This becomes all the more
significant in regions that are geographically arid and semi-
arid.

One such success story under MGNREGA emerged from
the drought-prone Jalaun District in the Bundelkhand
region of Uttar Pradesh. Akbarpur Gram Panchayat of
Kadaura Block had begun to witness mass migration due to
deepening water crises, resulting in a steep drop in
agricultural activities. It was at this point that the Gram
Sabha decided to take up renovation of an encroached pond
to address the problem.

The first implementation challenge in the restoration work
was to de-encroach the pond land. Through the
coordinated efforts of the Gram Pradhan, community
members and district administration, the land was brought
under community control. Simultaneously, awareness was
created among the villagers on the importance of pond
restoration to bring the village out of the water crises. The
sprawling pond in an area of 10 acres was then restored at a
total cost of Rs. 6.89 lakh under MGNREGA. A smaller
pond was also constructed exclusively for cattle feed. After
the renovation work, a fence was erected
around the pond for the protection of
plants and to avoid further encroachment.
The minor irrigation department and soil
conservation department provided the
technical inputs and helped in the FE*=
monitoring of the work.

The restoration of the pond not only

community in de-encroaching traditional water bodies to
achieve water security. The asset is now useful for irrigation
and drinking purposes,” said Shri Amit Dwedi, Gram
Pradhan of Akbarpur.

Such small efforts at the village level and rejuvenation of
= e R e
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traditional water bodies hold the key to the problem of
water scarcity in India.
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improved the overall ecological system of
the region but also ensured drinking water
for domestic use and livestock throughout
the year. The groundwater levels
improved, and the availability of surface
water was achieved. Due to soil moisture,
the green land cover also increased. The

availability of groundwater and surface < . D g
water gave a push to agricultural activities, =
and crop production increased by L -
15-20%. Over 24.71 acres of land became | i s

cultivable, and 62 households benefitted. M - 'fml-ﬁ?-‘ﬂ e -

“It is a great example of the role of
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Rejuvenation of Karnawati River in Mirzapur

River Karnawati, a tributary of Ganga, originates from
Meja Khas in Prayagraj and enters Mirzapur district at
village Tiwaripur. Karnawati passes through 19 Gram
Panchayats in Mirzapur, covering a distance of 24
kilometers before merging into Ganga near Akodhi
village. The river had entirely dried in all Gram
Panchayats, posing challenges for the local people. In
order to bring back the river's glory, 'Karnawati River
Rejuvenation Campaign' was launched in 2017. At the
initial stage, deepening work was carried out throughout
the river stretch. As part of the campaign, as many as 44
water conservation and rainwater harvesting activities
were undertaken. In addition to this, 16 works of
renovation of traditional water bodies, 157 reuse and
recharge structures, and 40 works related to watershed
development were also undertaken. The water
conservation structures that were constructed include
ponds, farm ponds, bandhi, check dams, soak pits etc.

Nearly 80,000 saplings were planted as part of the
afforestation drive. Also, 21,600 forest trenches were
created.

All of these renovation activities were completed under
MGNREGA. More than 1,761 people worked in 9 Gram
Panchayats to execute the rejuvenation of the River
Karnawati. Senior political leaders and officials of the
district administration also participated in the work to
motivate the locals. In Gram Panchayat Kohali, local
MLA Shri Ratnakar Mishra participated in the Shram
Daan.

The rejuvenation of River Karnawati has resulted in
groundwater recharge. The cultivable land has increased,
and the farmers are now able to sow more than one crop
every year. For their efforts, District Mirzapur was
awarded the 3rd Prize in the Revival of River category
(North Zone) of the National Water Awards 2019.
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Taira and Tia, the Young Delhi Duo transforming a Neighbourhood

Swami Vivekananda had once remarked, “Take up one
idea. Make that one idea your life -think of it, dream of it,
live on that idea. Let the brain, muscles, nerves, every
part of your body, be full of that idea and just leave every
other idea alone. This is the way to success.” Time and
again, we come across stories of young innovators
changing the lives of lakhs around them with their
remarkable ideas. In every issue of our magazine, we
introduce our readers to such individuals whose
interventions successfully resolved water issues
impacting the lives of millions. In the current issue, we
are sharing with you the story of two
young friends, Taira Bhargava and
Tia Bhalla, who transformed a large
barren ground in a western Delhi
locality into a green lung of the
community.

Classmates at the Shri Ram School
in Gurugram, Taira and Tia are two
young water warriors who have
always been concerned about the
issues plaguing the society. The
deteriorating water condition in
Delhi impelled the duo to take some
concrete action in the direction of
water management in the national
capital.

Identifying the Sustainable

Development Goal 11 of the United

Nations as the benchmark for a green locality, Taira and
Tia set out to combat the deepening water crisis and to
contribute in making Delhi a water-positive city. In April
2019, they founded a social initiative for the purpose,
Project Dhara. At first, they studied different regions in
the NCR in terms of the current water situation and
observed that South Delhi and SouthWest Delhi are
facing a severe water crisis. They contacted the Resident
Welfare Associations of the most severely affected areas
and found support in the Sagarpur West RWA.
Thereafter, they conducted a ground survey of the
locality and observed that this tucked away

jalshakti-dowr.gov.in

neighbourhood in western Delhi is densely populated
with 1 lakh people living within the confines of a 2 km
radius. There was no regular water supply in the region
due to low water pressure, and the adjoining expanse of
land had turned into a dumping ground.

With the support of an NGO named Foundation of
Agriculture Resource Management and Environmental
Remediation (FARMER), Taira and Tia decided to
create a park with a rainwater harvesting system that
would recharge the groundwater and create a much-
needed green lung for the community. They organized a
tree plantation and cleanliness drive
in the area which saw the
participation of both the young and
the adults. They also conducted
three awareness rallies in the locality
to make the masses aware of the
importance of water conservation.
Through an innovative ‘Banta Thela’
campaign, the duo began an
awareness drive in Sagarpur West
area and their school, selling halfand
full bottles of banta on a stall. It
created awareness among the people
to make a conscious choice to buy
only the quantity that they requried
- to drinkand not waste water.

Delhi LG Sh. Anil Baijal inaugurating the Sagarpur West park
on 31st December 2019

With the technical support of
Environmental Design Solution,
Project Dhara created bioswales running the entire
length of the periphery of the park, planted 200 trees,
laid a grass turf covering 90% of the area, and designed
recreational space. This step can harvest an average of 14
lakhs tons of rainwater per annum, thereby recharging
the groundwater and creating a green lung for the
community. Nearly 1,00,000 residents of the area
benefit from this initiative. The duo continues to
educate the community on cleanliness, water, and
environmental conservation. We hope that their efforts
encourage everyone across the country to contribute to
the conservation of our natural resources.
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Hydro-power house
Installed Capacity:

4 M
@ Left Bank Canal
Wl km

63.10m
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Satara District, Maharashtra Gross Storage Capacity

113.53 MCM

Right Bank Canal
14.50 km

Culturable Command Area:
28100 Ha.
Ultimate Irrigation Potential:
12,670 Ha.
Irrigated Area: 18,100 Ha.

krishna river

Water stored in the dam is used for release to Krishna Project (18.12 MCM), release to
Jihe Kathapur LIS ( 1501 MCM) and for irrigation of command area of Dhom
Balkawadi Project.

The farmers in the draught-prone area of Phaltan and Khandala Talukas of Satara District
have immensely benefitted with the prosperity brought about by this project.



13" Water Tech Talk

The 13" Water Tech Talk was virtually organized by the National Water Mission, in association with Water Digest, on 8" October
on the theme 'Global Aspect of Rainwater Harvesting'. The Talk was delivered by Dr. Tanuja Ariyananda, CEO, Lanka Rain Water
Harvesting Forum, Sri Lanka, and Convener of South Asian Rainwater Harvesting Network (SARNET).

Dr. Ariyananda began her Talk with a comparison of the water stress scenarios in the years 1950 and 2001. Over 2 billion people
around the globe are living in extreme water-stressed conditions. Such conditions mandate rainwater harvesting to be essential.

Rainwater harvesting has been practised for centuries across the globe in different ways. The Gansu province of China is one of the
driest regions in the country that has successfully developed modern rainwater harvesting technologies. In Brazil, one million tanks
have been constructed for the same purpose, while in Australia and New Zealand, 400,000 tanks have been constructed. In Africa,
we have seen the tremendous growth of water towers. Mexico has adopted an altogether different approach where sky/rainwater
bottles are being sold. In Japan, underground rainwater storage tanks known as

Rojison have been built on the roofs of giant buildings. The forests of Amazon

also have rainwater towers that release water in case of forest fires. Sri Lanka has

around 45,000 rainwater harvesting systems, built mainly in households.

In the end, Dr. Ariyananda talked about the development of rainwater
harvesting practices in South Asia, such as the 2007 declaration by several
SAARC member countries to promote rainwater harvesting, and open
networks of professionals for rainwater harvesting, such as SARNET.

The 2™ Water Biz Talk was organized virtually by the National Water Mission on 22" October. The second edition of the Water
Biz Talk was delivered by Sh. Arkul Sudesh Shenoy, Segment Head, Water and Waste Water at Schneider Electric.

Sh. Shenoy began the session by talking about the role, working, distribution, and sustainability goals of Schneider Electric,

within the context of global megatrends and challenges
impacting water management. Thereafter, he specified the
Sustainable Development Goals that are associated with
the waterin different ways.

Today, the water industry in India is facing several
challenges, including Capes Constants, Revenue,
Workforce Dynamics, Monitoring for Better Decision-
making, and Access to Safe and Adequate Drinking Water.
The organization helps its customers during their digital
transformation process to reach resilience and
sustainability goals, with requisite support in terms of
operations, assets, resources, and workforce.

Sh. Shenoy concluded the Talk, emphasizing the importance of a unified operation to manage water infrastructure eftectively.
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31" Water Talk

The 31" Water Talk, organized by the National Water
Mission, was held on 15" October virtually. The key
speaker for the session was Shri Satyajit Bhatkal, CEO of
Paani Foundation, a Maharashtra-based NGO.
Founded by Bollywood personalities Mr. Aamir Khan
and Ms. Kiran Rao, Paani Foundation is a child of the
popular TV show 'Satyamev Jayate'. Though the show
spoke about various social issues, the founders wanted
to create a more sustainable project, and thereby Paani
Foundationwasbornin2016.

In the beginning, Shri Bhatkal apprised the audience
about the origin and growth of the organization. Paani
Foundation works exclusively in the drought-affected
rural regions of Maharashtra. Combating droughts since
the 1970s, Maharashtra has
witnessed an increase in the number
of drought-prone talukas. The |
Drought Prone Areas Programme |
(DPAP) list for Maharashtra, |
released by the central government
under the Integrated Watershed
Management Program, pointed
towards an increasingly alarming
situation in the state. This concern
led the villagers to adopt the solution of decentralized
water-shed management. The aim was to help maximum
villages in Maharashtra that were deemed rain-shadow
villages harvest every drop of rain that fell. The harvested
rain was judiciously utilized by the villagers to combat

the problem of drought.

A comparison suggested that some villages were
successfully achieving their targets while others were
not, despite having all the resources. Shri Bhatkal said
that the most important observation was that the
villages that succeeded did so because of discipline and
community participation. In these villages, the entire
society had joined hands to combat the water problem
in that they considered it their own problem and worked
onitwith all the resources, aid, and knowledge provided

&ggTALK

to them by the government (both union and state) and
the Paani Foundation. They made running water walk,
walking water stand, and standing water percolate. In
engineering terms, they reduced the time signature of
water. This success ushered the idea of creating an
educational package on watershed management that
would be simple and easy to understand yet inspiring.

Shri Bhatkal emphasized the importance of getting the
villagers emotionally involved in the process so as to
solve the problem of drought. To put this into fruition,
the Foundation organized the 'Satyamev Jayate Water
Cup' during 2016-19, a 45-day contest in which the
participating unit was the Gram Panchayat. From each
GP, S people would be selected for the competition of
which half were females. The object
of the competition was to train these
villagers in such a manner that they
caninfluence the rest of the village to
work on watershed management in
unity, putting aside all their
differences. The contest witnessed
men, women, children and the
elderly contribute in the Shramdaan
with aplomb to achieve a tanker-
mukt village.

Shri Bhatkal concluded his Talk by stressing the
importance of information and knowledge being freely
available to all who desire to improve the water crises in
their communities. To him, it is the right information,
access to knowledge and community spirit that can

bringaboutalasting change in the society.
= [
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Ganga Utsav- the River Festival 2021

The Sth edition of the much-awaited Ganga Utsav 2021 the River
Festival was celebrated with much fun and festivities during 1-3
November 2021. The Ganga Utsav not only celebrated the glory of the
Ganga River but all the rivers of India. Taking inspiration from Hon'ble
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's call for Nadi Utsav' to be celebrated
across the country; the aim was to take Ganga Utsav to all the river basins
in India.

On the first day, Continuous Learning and Activity Portal (CLAP),
developed by NMCG in association with Tree Craze Foundation, was
launched by Hon'ble Union Minister for Jal Shakti Shri Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat and other dignitaries. CLAP is an interactive portal that is
working towards initiating conversations and action around the rivers in
India. Congratulating NMCG for making Ganga Utsav grander every
year, the Hon'ble Minister said, “It is our
collective responsibility to rejuvenate and
preserve our rivers. Every individual should |
think how can they contribute to the cause of
rivers.”

Sharing the history and vision behind Ganga
Utsav, Shri Pankaj Kumar, Secretary,
Ministry of Jal Shakti said that NMCG is
continuously engaging with public through
various activities throughout the year. “Ganga
Quest was a huge success. CLAP will be an
opportunity for people to participate in quiz
and other activities throughout the year”

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General,
NMCG advised audience to not only enjoy
the Ganga Utsav but also become a
messenger and an agent for rejuvenating
Ganga and other rivers. He informed that not
only are thousands of people participating
virtually in this central event but more than
100 events are also being planned at various
districts in Ganga Utsav.

NMCG wins Guinness Book of World
Records during Ganga Utsav

NMCG created a Guinness World Record on the first day of the Ganga
Utsav 2021 for most photos of handwritten notes uploaded to Facebook
in one hour. Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat posted a Ganga message on
Facebook, after which the Guinness activity was opened for the public at
large. Lakhs of entries were recorded during the one-hour duration of the
campaign. The participation from people from all walks of life was
particularly inspiring.

Ganga Atlas developed by IIT Kanpur Launched during Ganga
Utsav

Among other launches on Day 1 was 'Ganga Atlas: River of the Past' that

12 |t
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documents the changes in River Ganga over the past 5-6 decades in terms
of channel morphology, land use & land cover, river dynamics, and related
issues. Famous writer and poet Shri Ashok Chakradhar recited his poems
on Ganga and other rivers on the occasion. Ms. Anuradha Paudwal, the
well-known singer, mesmerized the audience with her enchanting voice.
The day ended with Mr. Rahul Sharma's santoor performance and Ms.
Prachee Shah Pandya's Kathak performance.

Day 2 began with Sarasvati Vandana in the melodious voice of Ms. Revati
Sakalkar, known as the Kokila of Kashi. Congratulating NMCG for the
celebration of the 5th edition of Ganga Utsay, the Chief Guest for the day,
Hon'ble Union Minister of Tourism Shri G. Kishan Reddy said, “Social,
cultural and historical heritage of India is also reflected through this Utsav.’
Emphasizing the bond between rivers and humanity, he remarked,
“Rivers and Indian civilization are
intertwined so much that every river is called
as mother in India. Without rivers India
civilization does not exist.”

Sharing his reverence for the Narmada River,
Shri Prahlad Singh Patel, Hon'ble MoS,
Ministry of Jal Shakti, said, “The existence of
River is not from us but our existence is
because of river. So, don't treat your rivers as
man-made canals” He added that instead of
pointing fingers, we should all focus on our
(individual) contribution towards preserving
our rivers. He said, “Nadi Mahotsav is not
only a program but an occasion to remind
ourselves that 'Jal is Dhan' (Water is
priceless).” Among the launches on Day 2
were a book 'Celebrating the Spirit of Rivers'
developed by INTACH, a book of
sponsored thesis, 'Re-Imagining Urban
Rivers', Curtain Raiser of Ganga Knowledge
Portal, a comic book 'Chacha Chaudhary
and Ganga Utsav'. A music video celebrating
all the rivers from Ganga to Godavari and
Narmada to Cauvery, Rivers of India was
also launched by both the Ministers. Day 2 also marked performances
from Shri Prahalad Singh Tipaniya, Shri Aalok Srivastava and Shri
Nilotpal Mrinal. A panel discussion on the National Geographic film,
'Ganga: The River from the Skies' was also organised. The film captures
many things — through Mike Pandey's journey, we experience Gangas
beautiful voyage across India through a mosaic of cultures, traditions and
unique relationships with the river— from the fishermen in Sundarbans
who depend on the river for their livelihood, to Bhagalpur where Indids
National Aquatic Animal, the Gangetic Dolphin thrives.



The 3rd_]oint Review Committee meeting
of cGanga was chaired on 4" October by
Sh. Pankaj Kumar, Secretary, Ministry of
Jal Shakti and co-chaired by Director, IIT
Kanpur. The meeting was attended by
Sh. Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG-NMCG,
Sh. DP Mathuria, ED (T)-NMCG, Prof.
Vinod Tare, Founding Head and other
senior officials.

The 37" meeting of Executive
Committee NMCG was chaired on 1"
October by Sh. RajivRanjan Mishra, DG-
NMCG, where the Committee discussed
wetland projects, biodiversity

conservation and Gangetic Dolphin in
Bihar. The meeting was attended by Dr.
Suresh Babu, Dir-Rivers, Wetlands and
Water Policy-WWF, Mr. Dipak Kumar
Singh, Principal Secretary, Dept. of
EFCC, Mr. Ashok Kumar Singh, ED (P)-
NMCG, Mr. DP Mathuria, ED (T)-
NMCG, Mr. Rozy Agarwal, ED (F)-
NMCG, Mr. Jagmohan Gupta,
Consultant-NMCG and other senior
officials.

Under the guidance of Sh. Rajiv Ranjan
Mishra, DG-NMCG and Sh. DP
Mathuria, ED(T)-NMCG, NMCG and
Scanpoint Geomatics organized a 2-day
technical workshop on 'GIS, Remote &
Image Processing for its Application &
Role in River information &
Management System' which concluded
on 2™ October. 18 NMCG officials,
including PMC team, NRCD officials,
CPCB officials, SPMG Bihar officials and
SPMG Uttar Pradesh officials
participated in the workshop.

A Memorandum of Understanding
between NMCG & WASH Institute was
signed on 7" October. NMCG and
WASH will collaborate to work jointly on
the theme of Sustainable Urban
Development, and specifically in the field
of 'Fecal Sludge and Septage
Management' (FSSM) including
Integrated Wastewater Management.

An onboarding meeting for River Cities
Alliance with 30 cities was chaired on 4"
October by Sh. Rajiv Ranjan Mishra,
DG-NMCG that was also joined by
NIUA. The issues pertaining to the
development and rejuvenation of river

cities were discussed in the meeting.

Sh. Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG-NMCG
participated as a speaker in the session on
Public-Private Partnerships in Faecal
Sludge and Used Water Management:
Experiences and Opportunities' on 2"
October where he shared his thoughts on
Sewage and Greywater Treatment. He
also talked about the importance of a
one-stop solution for citywide sewage
treatment, integration of new and
existing sewage treatment infrastructure,
aspects of reuse of revenue mechanism,
and benefits and Challenges of PPP.
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A Concession Agreement between
NMCG and Adani for Bhagalpur STP
wassigned on 7th October.

A meeting was convened under
Chairmanship of Sh. Rajiv Ranjan, DG-
NMCG on 14th October regarding the
Indo-Israel partnership. Mr. Lior Asaf,
Attache- International Development
Cooperation (MASHAV) Science &
Water and Ms. Anumeha Bhardwaj from
the Embassy of Israel attended the
meeting. Subjects of strategic
partnership pertaining to capacity
building, knowledge and technology
transfer, the establishment of Centers of
Excellence and others, were discussed in
detail.

A meeting was chaired by Sh. Rajiv
Ranjan Mishra, DG-NMCG on 13th
October where he discussed the role of
cGanga for strengthening of GKC. The
meeting was attended by Prof. Vinod
Tare, Founding Head- cGanga, Sh. DP
Mathuria, ED(T)-NMCG, Sh. Rozy
Agarwal, ED(F)-NMCG, Sh. Jagmohan
Gupta, Financial Advisor-NMCG and
others.

Sh. Ashok Kumar Singh, ED (Projects),
NMCG participated in a webinar on
'Decentralized Nature Based Wastewater
Treatment Solutions for Improved River
Health'on21st October.

The Strategic Planning meeting of GIZ-
India was held on 13th October with Sh.
Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG-NMCG and
Ms. Martina Burkard, Head of
Programmes-GIZ. The discussion
centred around developing and
strengthening institutional support for
NMCG, and at the ground level, River
Basin Management Plan for Ram Ganga,
e-flow modules, safe use of treated water,
and other issues, under EU in India
Partnership being jointly implemented
by GIZand NMCG.

A webinar on 'Challenges and
Opportunities for Real Time Water
Quality Monitoring' was organized by
PTB, Germany on 21st October that was
chaired by Sh. Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG-
NMCG. The session was attended by
international experts and other senior
officials.
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Vikarabad District, Telangana

The 18th largest district in Telangana, Vikarabad is a newly added district of the state, formed in 2016 with 2 Revenue
Divisions, 18 Mandals (Blocks) consisting 4 Municipalities and S66 villages.

9,449 Farm ponds 457 Check dams 160 Percolation tanks

Construction of 19,893 water conservation structures under MGNREGA, PMKSY and Mission Kakatiya

20.47 m.bgl

5

~320 Hectares of additional irrigation Rise in Groundwater Level due to 17,438 Ha. Of Additional Area
potential created under Pradhan Mantri Krishi water conservation projects brought under cultivation

Sinchayee Yojana (Per Drop, More Crop)

Jal Shakti Abhiyan

The Vikarabad District administration carried out the Jal Shakti Abhiyan displaying various water and soil conservation
projects on a Jal Rath, covering all the 566 Gram Panchayats. The initiative conducted awareness programmes and cultural
activities at the village level.

Pradhan Mantri Krishi ] Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Sinchayee Yojana Employment Guarantee Act

Gl

3rd Prize, Best District for Water Conservation (South Zone),
2nd National Water Awards 2019
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Do you know that we

can generate power through

Hydropower not only
powers our cities but

the movement of river water?

Hydropower,
ma'am!
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PEOPLE'S INITIATIVES

Rural women from Mainpuri (UP)
have begun an innovative
entrepreneurship model through an
environmental conservation initiative.
These rural entrepreneurs are making
beautiful tree guards with bomboo
transported from Odisha and Assam.
The work, initiated under the National
Rural Livelihood Mission, is being
supported by Ekta Mahila Self-help
Group and Radha-Krishna Mahila
Self-help Group.

Garvita Gulhati is a co-founder of
'Why Waste', an organization that
prevented over 6 million litres of water
from being wasted. Since its launch in
2015, Gulhati estimates that her team
has reached out to 10 million people
and over 500,000 restaurants, and has
helped save 6 million liters of water.
She has recently been inducted in UN
India's We the Change campaign.
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The environmental

S activist from
®™W Jharkhand, 'Padma
Shri' Jamuna Tudu, has
worked a lot towards
' conserving the forests
. in her state. She will
“ now be encouraging
the masses in Rajasthan
to conserve natural
resources in their
4y surroundings.

jalshakti-dowr.gov.in
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NEWS
IN BRIEF

The 36" Meeting of Standing
Technical Advisory Committee
(STAC) of CSMRS was held online
under the Chairmanship of Member
(D&R), CWC on 7" October.

The Hard Rock Regional Centre,
NIH, Belagavi organised a 3-day
training workshop on 'Eco-hydrology
for Sustainable Development' under
the aegis of the Indian National
Committee for Intergovernmental
Hydrological Programme (INC-IHP)
during 6-8 October. A total of 5SS
participants from India, Ethiopia,
Nepal, Benin, Indonesia and Ghana
attended the workshop.

The 82™ meeting of the Governing
Body of NIH was chaired by Shri
Pankaj Kumar, Secretary, Ministry of
Jal Shakti, DoWR,RD&GR and
Chairman, Governing Body, NIH on
18th October.

‘NIH, Roorkee organized a training
course on 'Water Resources Planning
and Management' sponsored by

Maharashtra Engineering Training
Academy (META), Nashik for Class I
officers from the Water Resources
Department, Maharashtra State
during 4-15 October.

NIH, Roorkee and Regional Centres
organised Vigilance awareness week-
2021- Independent India @ 75: Self
Reliance with Integrity during 26
October-1 November. A slogan
competition was also organised during
the vigilance week.

CSMRS signed MoU with Khetri
Copper Complex, Hmdustan Copper
Limited, Rajastan on 11" October for
carrying out Geotechnical
Investigations for raising the tailing
dam located at Khetri Nagar,
Jhunjhunu, Rajastan.

:NIH, Roorkee organized a mass
awareness programme on 'Water
Conservation and Water Security’ on
7" October for the students of
Saraswati Government Hr. Sec.
School, Jhabrera as a part of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav.

jalshakti-dowr.gov.in
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NEWS
IN BRIEF
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Chairman, CWC inspected the
Therriaghat GDQ site under Barak and
Other Basin Organization (BOBO),
CWCG, Shillong on 9" October.

i i | JTH E

The 2™ meeting of INCID was held on
18" October under the chairmanship
of Sh. Kushvinder Vohra, Member
(WP&P), CWC to deliberate on
action plan to take forward the Terms
of Reference of INCID as well as to
discuss about the preparedness for
organizing 25" ICID International
Congress and 75" IEC (International
Executive Council) meeting.

CWC showcased activities and policies
of the Ministry of Jal Shakti at the
'Shining Uttar Pradesh 2021' exhibition
held in Varanasi during 19-21 October.

‘The CFMS, Regional Centre- Patna,
National Institute of Hydrology
(NIH) organized a mass awareness
programme on 'Water and
Environmental Issues’ on 2nd
October in Nosha Panchayat, Nawada
Village, Phulwari Sharif, Patna as a part
of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.
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Sh. Kushvinder Vohra, Member
(Water Planning and Projects),
Central Water Commission
addressed the conference on
'Drought Proofing and Water
Security Framework'. The
conference was organized by IWMI
(International Water Management
Institute) and ITC Ltd. on 8"
October.He highlighted that
interrelation between drought
proofing and water security
framework are and will be of great
relevance in our country, at present
and in future.

In continuation to earlier meetings
held to review appraisal status of DPR
of the projects of Ken-Betwa Link
Project (KBLP), Phase-Il, another
meeting was held on 22" October
under the chairmanship of Sh.
Kushvinder Vohra, Member (WP&P),
CWC. KBLP (Phase-II) consist of
three projects, namely Kotha Barrage
Project, Bina Complex Project and
Lower Orr Project, having total CCA
of 206,000 Ha in the districts of
Vidisha, Sagar, Shivpuri and Datia.

<&)\ﬂslN BRIEP
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An interstate meeting to discuss the
issues related to proposed project of
Rajasthan, namely 'Diversion of
surplus water of Sabarmati basin for
filling of Jawai Dam, Rajasthan’ was
held on 11" October under the
Chairmanship of Sh. Kushvinder
Vohra, Member (WP&P wing). The
meeting was attended by Officials from
Water Resource Department (WRD),
Govt. of Gujarat and Govt. of
Rajasthan, Chief Engineer (IMO),
CWC, Chief Engineer (PAO), CWC
and other CWC officials.

il E

CWC has installed 950 satellite-based
telemetry systems which transmit water
level and rainfall information all over the
country. 23 real time snow hydrology
sensors have also been installed in the

hilly states of Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Arunachal Pradesh.

jalshakti-dowr.gov.in



Cummins India Office, Pune

Cummins has been working on various water-related CSR projects in India since 2011. The community initiatives
undertaken by Cummins focus on increasing the storage capacity of existing water bodies, implementing water conservation
techniques and preventing water pollution.

Incease Capacity of Existing Create capacity and Recharge Conserve and Prevent
‘Water Bodies Prevention

De-ilting existing water bodies Contour Trenches Awareness among citizens and
Increasing the size of existing Check dam students through rallies,
water bodies Percolation Tanks campaigns and lectures
Rainwater Harvesting Systems

WATERSHED

Cummins India has undertaken watershed activities under its CSR drive in the city of
Pune and, 13 villages near its manufacturing units in Phaltan, Ahmednagar,

Ranjangaon, Indore and Jamshedpur.
Another large watershed initiative covers 25 villages in Man Taluka of Maharashtra.

Khadakwasla Dam Rejuvenation Programme
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The CSR drive of Cummins India has been closely working with the ¢ Around one month's water supply for Pune has been conserved.
NGO, Green Thumb in dam de-silting, removing soil from the dam,  + Over 25,000 trees planted in the catchment area to prevent further soil
thereby increasing its capacity to withhold and store water. erosion.

e Over 150 farmers benefitted with fertile soil which has been de-silted
from the banks.

Golden Peacock CIL ITC Sustainability CII ITC Sustainability Economic Times Rotary Manufacturing Today
Award 2018 Award 2018 award 2017 Award 2018 Award 2014
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Hera is a sneak peek from Uttarakhand where
conservationist Mike Pandey captures the afforts of
some amazing people working hard to keep the Ganga
clean. Stay tunad for 'L-mnga River from the ‘::k 25 an

Gajendra Singh Shekhavat @
Tha #lallesvanhiizs
willl enabla
progress on thair mobile screans

Hamami Garge | FlndiaFight 5C-onos i

wimpis Plan

with h Apiv

in char and M. Wartine Bosord, Mesd of

meesng with (iT-inc wa hald focay
el

Rn-vn Wb (0= NI
pengrammes-CI7

wEu e S e

lal Jeevan Mission &
Tha remate habitations of

e s | wna

will goon hayve tap water supply in their
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NGO launches clean

Pure drinking water at every house
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Centre releases guide

Yamuna drive
at ITO Chhat Ghat

Mew Delhi: Aarchan, a non-
governmental organisation,
on Saturday launched a
clean Yamuna drive near ITO
Chhat Ghat with the active
participation of a large num-
ber of students, volunteers,
and people from transgen-
der community and police
personnel. The river clean-
ness drive was jointly initiat-
ed and launched by
Aarchan, active in the fields
of educating children from
deprived section of the soci-
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ety, welfare for transgender
community and other causes
relating to society with
cooperation from AIIMS,
ISCKON, Delhi Police and
Swachh Yamuna Abhiyan.
Addressing the gathering,
president of Aarohan, Rani
Patel, appealed to the par-
ticipants to take up the
responsibilities to keep our
mother Earth clean and a
place to live. “If we inculcate
these values at early stages
to our younger ones, it's life-
time learning,” she said.
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1y iis conservakon?

Swachh Bharat 2.0 and AMRUT

HT Correspondent
letters& hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI : The Centre plans o
free up 15,000 acres of land, eur-

used as sites, and
provide 24x7 water supply to
households in 50K cities across
India in the second phase of
Swachh Bharat Mission and
AMRUT, the Union housing and
urban aiTairs ministry said on

“The second phase of both the

issicns are set to transform the
country into a swachh country.
We have increased our waste
processing capacity from 17% (in
2014) to 70% now and plan to
make it 100%. The country had
become Open Defecation Free in
2019, based on third-party verifi-
cation. Just one city (Purulia) in
West Bengal is left that is not
ODF free,” said Union housing
and urban affairs minister Hard-

tary of the HUA ministry, said,
“Of the 15,000 acres of land
under dumpsites. we have freed
up close to 35080 acres. In the sec-
ond phase, we aim to free up the
entire area and convert them
into green zones.”

g i i 1 ey el Ty 1
moea o e g Wy
i o gt vl e b
1 bwarend i b Thisgarm fumy
[ T n———
ot o v

T L]

The AMRUT mission, Puri
said, has been scaled up to cover
all the cities. He said that just
60% of the country was covered

under the first phase of the
AMRUT mission. But in the sec-

ond phase of the mission, the
t has decided

EOverImen
all the cities.
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Under AMBUT 200, the gov-

4700 towns/cities water secure,

said an official.
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NAMAMI CANGE. the Cenitre's programine for cheaning of the
river Ganga, on Monday entered into the Guinness Book of
Waorld Records for most photos of handwrittien notes up-
boachendd o Facebook in one hour, ‘l'ltal:r.hrlyﬂwpmu

part of Canga Usav, a Testival

Misshon of Clean Ganga and inaugurated WJ#MHW
Cajendra Singh Sheldunat. During the activity, people posted
their liverary pleces on the event's Facebook page, “The most
photos of handwritten notes uploaded to Facebook in one
hour has been achieved by Mamami Cange, India in Delhi,
India on 1 Novemnber 2021, said the certificate issued by the

Guinness Book of Workd Reconds,
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Rescue guide launched
for Ganges river dolphin

Ther rrsammmals o ten et stramcded inirrigacion canals
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Ganga Mission in
Guinness records

NEW DELHN I

The Natlional Mission for
Clean Ganga set a Guinness
World Record on the first day,

of the Ganga Utsav for the
‘highest number of photos of

handwritten nntesuplaaded
on Facebook in an hour. Jal

‘Shakti Minister Gajendra
‘Singh Shekhawat posted his

message on Facebook, after
which fh!i’tﬂﬂty was opened
for the t large. An
official sa ,Hia event was
held to raise awareness on
Ganga rej onand to
expand the reach of the

"fﬁthrah Pm% pnsted
on ‘Maa

Gﬂﬁﬂl‘ on the Namami Gangs
Facebook Page, i1
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‘Ganga Utsav”;
Portal launched

on inaugural day

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELMI, NOV. 2

The Continuous Learning
and Activity Portal (CLAP)
‘was launched by the Union

Jal Shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat and other
dignitaries an the inaugural
day of 'Ganga Utsav - the
River Festival 2021 CLAP is
an initiative by Namami
Gange, created and execut-
ed by TREE Craze
Foundation under leader-
ship of M= Bhawna Badola,
CEO of TREE Craze
Foundation. CLAP is also
funded and supported by
World Bank. This is an inter-
active portal that is working
towards initiating conversa-
tions and action around the
rivers in India. The Portal is
also a platform to facilitate
debates and discussions
and express ldeas on vari-
ous issues pertaining to
environment, water, rivers
etc. Congratulating NMCG
for making Ganga Utsav
grander every year, Mr

Shekhawat said: "It is our
collective responsibility to

rejuvenate and preserve our
rivers. Every individual
should think how can they
contribute to the cause of
rivers.”

‘Namami Gange’ enters
Gulnness World Record
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Glohal Greens
Est.

Y
December 2010

Global Greens has been dedicatedly working towards the conservation of environment and awareness generation in urban and
rural areas for rainwater harvesting.

\

}_l‘\ Uttar Pradesh ~ ~
\\:‘\.}/},.7_ 5\ /-
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»

The group has been working in around 50 districts of Uttar Pradesh, with the help of sister organizations.

DO oy

The group engaged in 'Jal Manthan' In 2013 and 2019, the organization had The group has been actively
discussions with the locals in urban and worked during the Kumbh Mela, along involved in mass awareness
rural areas to generate awareness in all with the National Ganga River Basin campaigns around rainwater

the operational districts of the state. Authority for restoring the quality of the harvesting in several institutions

Ganga River. across the state. It also motivated

many govt and private
institutions, including Kanpur
Smart City, to adopt rainwater

Sangam to Udgam Yatra

A rally had also been organized to generate awareness harvesting.

about the need to rejuvenate the Ganga River.

Awarded the 'Ganga Sevak' U.P. Govt. Award by Hon'ble Chief Minister, U.P. in 2018. ===
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