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As we look back on the second quarter of 2025, the Ministry of Jal Shaktiʼs commitment to securing Indiaʼs water future has gained 
steady momentum. 

The key highlight of this quarter was the Ministryʼs celebration of the International Day of Yoga on 21st June, 2025, observed 
nationwide with widespread public participation. Officers/Staff of the Ministry and its organisations all over the country, 
participated in yoga sessions on this day, sending a strong message of harmony between individual wellness and environmental 
responsibility. In Delhi, Yoga session was organised at Yamuna Ghat, emphasizing twin aspects of promoting holistic health 
through yoga and supporting the rejuvenation of rivers like the Yamuna through Jan Bhagidari.

Another significant milestone of the quarter was remarkable progress achieved under the “Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari (JSJB)” 
initiative which was launched under JSA:CTR on 6th September 2024 in Surat, Gujarat by Honʼble Minister of Jal Shakti. Against an 
ambitious goal of creating one million groundwater recharge structures by 31st May 2025, the campaign exceeded expectations 
completing 2.3 million structures in just nine months out of identified 2.7 million structures. This collaborative effort aims to 
enhance water recharge through rainwater harvesting, aquifer recharge, borewell recharge and recharge shafts, supported by CSR 
funds from industrial houses, civic bodies and water sector enthusiasts. 

In Northeast, new partnerships are bringing fresh ideas and practical skills to water management. In April, local water experts 
rolled up their sleeves for a hands-on workshop led by the North Eastern Hydraulic and Allied Research Institute (NEHARI) and the 
National Institute of Hydrology (NIH), diving into the latest GIS and Remote Sensing tools. This training has empowered 
professionals to plan and monitor water resources more effectively than ever before. Meanwhile, the Brahmaputra Board is forging 
new partnerships through the India-EU Water Initiative, working closely with European experts to bring innovative and sustainable 
water solutions to the region. 

At the same time, the Namami Gange programme widened its focus to include more environmental and technological efforts. One 
important step was launching a real-time E-flow monitoring system for 11 major Ganga projects. This tool makes it easier to see 
whatʼs happening, helps keep track of rules, and ensures that enough water is flowing in the river as required. This strengthens the 
riverʼs health and supports its ongoing restoration. 

The Ministry also marked key activities through its field offices and technical wings. The Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) 
contributed meaningfully to the Ministryʼs efforts this quarter through a mix of field reviews, training programmes, and outreach 
activities. From guiding young officers to facilitating expert discussions, CGWBʼs work reflected a steady push toward improving 
how we understand and manage our groundwater resources.

The North Eastern Regional Institute of Water and Land Management (NERIWALM) continued its work across the Northeast with a 
focus on training, research, and outreach. During this period, the institute held programmes on GIS, irrigation, water quality, and 
springshed development, while also engaging with students and officers on water literacy and local challenges like erosion and 
displacement. It also strengthened partnerships and advanced projects in lab accreditation and regional planning, furthering its 
commitment to sustainable water and land management. 

Ministerial field visits have been central to ensuring policy translates into action. In Gorakhpur and surrounding districts, 
comprehensive reviews were held for projects under Jal Jeevan Mission, Namami Gange, and local water body rejuvenation. These 
visits have brought a renewed sense of urgency to getting things done on time and involving local communities every step of the 
way.

Across India, momentum is building as states like Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Gujarat rally communities around water 
harvesting, step well restoration, and the cleaning of key rivers. These regional efforts are all guided by the belief that water should 
be everyoneʼs responsibility. 

The Ministry of Jal Shakti remains committed to a future where every citizen plays a part. It is a vision where science meets service, 
and conservation goes hand in hand with awareness. As the monsoon arrives, it is up to all of us, the people of India, to value every 
drop and turn our collective action into lasting water security for every corner of the country. Looking ahead, the focus will remain 
on reaching every last household, restoring our rivers, and ensuring that every citizen becomes a steward of water.

From the

Chief Editor’s Desk

Renewing India’s Water Promise
From Source to Society
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Groundwater forms the backbone of India's water security, supporting over 85% of rural drinking water and 60% of 
irrigation needs. However, indiscriminate extraction, declining recharge, and limited public awareness had led to 
widespread depletion and imbalance. To address this, the Government of India launched is implementation from April 
2020. The scheme aims to promote community-led, data-driven, and administratively efcient groundwater 
management across the most water-stressed regions of the country.

Administratively, Atal Jal is the rst-of-its-kind Programme-for-Results (PforR) in India's water sector. Unlike 
traditional schemes, where funding precedes implementation, Atal Jal disburses funds to states only upon achieving 
specic, independently veried results through Disbursement Linked Indicators (DLIs) in the form of incentives, 

which are again invested in water conservation activities. With a total outlay of ₹6,000 crore, shared equally between 

the Government of India and the World Bank, the programme operates in over 8,203 gram panchayats across 80 
districts and 229 blocks in seven states: Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, 
and Uttar Pradesh. By aligning funding with performance, the scheme ensures accountability, transparency, and 
efcient use of public resources. Notably, 100% of WSPs at GP level have been prepared and annually updated, 
198% of the target area (8.9 lakh hectares) has adopted water-efcient irrigation, and 1,333 gram panchayats and 61 
blocks have recorded improved groundwater levels.

From a management standpoint, Atal Jal is centred on decentralised planning and community ownership. Gram 
panchayats are equipped to prepare and annually update Water Security Plans (WSPs) using participatory rural 
appraisal and local data inputs. These plans are implemented through convergence with existing Central and State 
government schemes. Under the Atal Jal, over 1.2 lakh training programmes have been conducted, empowering 
local institutions such as Village Water & Sanitation Committees (VWSCs) and Self-Help Groups (SHGs) to take 
leadership roles. Special emphasis on women's participation (minimum 33%) has helped mainstream gender equity 
in water governance. More than 79,000 water conservation and recharge structures have been created under the 
scheme.

Scientically, Atal Jal ensures that groundwater planning is data-backed and climate-resilient. Tools like Digital Water 
Level Recorders (DWLRs), rain gauges, ow meters, water quality testing kits and GIS mapping provide real-time 
information on aquifer conditions and water levels. Communities use this data to develop village-level water budgets 
and implement smart irrigation practices such as drip irrigation, sprinkler systems, Direct Seeding of Rice (DSR), crop 
diversication, and laser land levelling. Mobile apps enable real-time monitoring, while “Jal Chaupals” promote 
knowledge-sharing and collective decision-making at the grassroots.

In summary, Atal Bhujal Yojana represents a robust integration of science, administration, and community-based 
management. It not only addresses the technical challenges of groundwater depletion but also fosters behavioural 
change and institutional capacity at the grassroots level. As the scheme serves as a national model for sustainable 
water governance, anchored in evidence, inclusivity, and citizen empowerment.

Subodh Yadav
Additional Secretary

Department of Water Resources, 
RD & GR, Ministry of Jal Shakti

Atal Bhujal Yojana: Integrating Administration, Science and 
Community for Groundwater Sustainability

INSIGHTSINSIGHTSINSIGHTS
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Union Minister of Jal Shakti Shri C.R. Patil launched Web
based Reservoir Storage Monitoring System (RSMS) Portal

The comprehensive five-day program featured a blend of insightful lectures and practical, hands-on 

sessions. Participants were introduced to the fundamental principles of Remote Sensing and Geographical 

Information Systems, along with exploring open data sources relevant to the water resources sector. A 

dedicated segment focused on Google Earth Engine and its diverse applications in water resource 

management.

Union Minister of Jal Shakti Shri C.R. Patil launched Web based Reservoir Storage Monitoring System 

(RSMS) Portal at New Delhi. Central Water Commission monitors Live Storage Capacity of 161 important 

reservoirs of country an issues weekly bulletin on every Thursday. The total live storage capacity of these 

reservoirs at FRL is 182.375 BCM which is about 70.74% of the total live storage capacity estimated to have 

been created in the country. This Bulletin is sent to PMO, Niti Aayog, MoJS, MOP, MOA&FW, IMD, Disaster 

Management Authorities and all concerned states as well as uploaded on CWC web site. The storage 

position is updated every Thursday and Advisories are issued to concerned State Governments in case of 

(likely) critical situation of storage.

The present system involves manual generation of various Graphs, Charts and Tables etc. for inclusion in the 

bulletin. However, in the new portal all required data analysis and generating maps, tables, graphs etc. 

including issuing the final bulletin, shall be done automatically by clicking the button(s) once the data is 

entered in the portal. Also, through this portal, general public can get information about the storage status 
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of any particular reservoir or any state or country as a whole. If required, any person can also 

download the bulletin from the portal. Dated 3.4.2025, first bulletin of the Financial Year 2025-26 

has been issued with the launch of Web based Reservoir Storage Monitoring System (RSMS) Portal by the 

Union Minister of Jal Shakti.

Live storage status of reservoirs is a 

very important input for the 

decis ion makers in order to 

priorities the requirements of water 

in terms of its domestic, agriculture, 

power, navigation and recreations 

uses. It indicates the level of water 

security in the country. It also helps 

respective authorities to plan 

various agricultural activities across 

the country.

Water is a critical resource that 

underpins not only our daily lives 

but also the economic and social 

well-being of our communities. 

Agriculture is a primary source of 

income and livelihood for a substantial portion of India's population, particularly in rural areas. Reservoirs 

are crucial for irrigation as they store water during wet periods, enabling its regulated release for 

agricultural use during drier seasons, ensuring a reliable water supply for crops and mitigating the impacts 

of water scarcity. They also provide a safeguard during the dry season and help us mitigate the impacts of 

extreme weather patterns, which are becoming more frequent and intense due to climate change.
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Union Minister of Jal Shakti Shri C.R. Patil launched
Water Resource Census application and portal at New Delhi

Union Minister of Jal Shakti Shri C.R. 

Patil launched Water Resource Census 

application and portal at Shram Shakti 

Bhavan, New Delhi .  The Water 

Resource Census application and 

portal aids in the following census 

schemes.

1. The 7th Minor Irrigation Census

2. 2nd Census of Water Bodies

3. 1st Census of Springs

4. 1st Census of Major and Medium

Irrigation Projects

A 100% Centrally Sponsored Scheme,

the reference year will be 2023-24

agricultural year (July 2023- June 2024)

under Irrigation Census Scheme.

The main objective of the Water 

Resource  Census  i s  to  bu i ld  a 

comprehensive and reliable database 

in the irrigation sector for effective 

planning and policymaking including 

water use efficiency, water budgeting 

etc .  The digital  appl icat ion for 

collection and validation of data 

significantly enhances data accuracy 

while reducing the time required for 

conduct of census.

The key features of the censuses are the 

following:

● Paperless and end-to-end

digital solution: mobile application for data collection andweb application for management and 

validation processes

● Ground truthing of data received from SAC database during 2nd Census of Water Bodies

● Recording Latitude, Longitude and images of all schemes

● Pre-population of previous census data (6th MI and 1st
 Water body Census) using LGD codes in the

mobile application during data collection to the extent possible

● Use of reverse GIS technology for ensuring accurate recording of Lat/Long of all scheme wherever 
village boundaries are available

● Use of LGD codes for preparing frame of census
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Union Minister of Jal Shakti Shri C.R. Patil
launched a new website of

the DOWR, RD & GR based on DBIM Framework

Union Minister of Jal Shakti Shri C.R. Patil launched a new website of Ministry of Jal Shakti (DOWR, RD & GR) 

in Digital Brand Identity Manual (DBIM) format with objective to align to cohesive digital ecosystem across 

all Ministries/Department today at Shram Shakti Bhawan, New Delhi.

The upgraded website is among the first few government platforms to be successfully on boarded 

& revamped in full compliance with the latest DBIM and Guidelines for Indian Government 

Websites (GIGW) 3.0.

Aligned with the Prime Minister's vision of a harmonized and unified digital identity for Government of 

India, the Key Features of the New Website are :

1. Consistency Across Government Websites: The DBIM framework ensures a unified look and feel

across all government websites. This consistency not only strengthens the government's digital identity but

also helps in promoting trust and recognition among citizens.

2. Uniform User Experience: The new website is designed to provide a uniform user experience across

all central government portals. Citizens will now find it easier to navigate and access information across

different departments, thanks to standardized menus, layouts, and features.

3. Enhanced Accessibility: The website complies with the latest Web Content Accessibility Guidelines

(WCAG) of STQC, making it accessible to all citizens, including those with disabilities.

4. Optimized for Speed and Performance: Leveraging the DBIM framework's optimized coding

structure, the website offers faster load times and improved performance, ensuring a seamless experience

even on low bandwidth connections. This is particularly beneficial for users in rural and remote areas.
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5. Centralized Banner Publishing System: One of the standout features of the DBIM framework is the

centralized banner publishing system integrated with My Gov. This system allows us to publish important

government announcements, public service messages, and critical information directly across all

government websites. This centralized approach ensures that citizens receive the latest updates promptly,

improving communication and outreach.

6. Mobile-Friendly Design: The responsive design ensures that the website functions smoothly across

all devices, including smart phones, tablets, and desktops. This flexibility enhances the overall user

experience, especially for citizens who predominantly use mobile devices to access online services.

7. Centralized Content Management: The framework includes a centralized content management

system (CMS) that allows for efficient updates and maintenance across various government portals. This

reduces the time and effort required for website management and ensures up-to-date information is

available to the public.

8. Improved Security Features: The DBIM framework is built with robust security protocols, including

SSL encryption, secure authentication, and regular vulnerability assessments. This ensures that citizen data

remains safe and secure, in line with the government's data protection policies.

The upgraded portal now features a unified interface, consistent branding, and technology

standardization, making Department of Water Resources, RD & GR an exemplar of digital excellence and

accessibility.
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Union Minister Shri C. R. Patil inaugurated Symposium on
“Dam Safety Act, 2021: Towards Integrated Dam Safety

Management” in New Delhi

Shri C. R. Patil lauded the role of NDSA in Dam safety Management

Union Minister highlighted how the Act has created a structured safety framework and 
institutional set up in ensuring compliances of the provisions of the Dam Safety Act

Three Years of NDSA's Journey marked with Key Releases and Discussions on Implementation 
Challenges

Union Minister Shri C. R. Patil inaugurated Symposium on “Dam Safety Act, 2021”: Towards Integrated Dam 

Safety Management”organised by National Dam Safety Authority” (NDSA), DoWR, RD & GR, Govt. of India 

in the presence of Minister of State for Jal Shakti Dr. Raj Bhushan Choudhary in SCOPE Convention 

Centre, New Delhi today. This event highlighted the progress made in improving dam safety, and it 

emphasized the need for integrated dam safety management through involvement of all Stakeholders.

S h r i  C .  R .  P a t i l , 

outlined the efforts in 

implementation of 

the Dam Safety Act. 

U n i o n  m i n i s t e r 

highlighted how the 

Act has created a 

s t ruc tu red  sa fe ty 

f r a m e w o r k  a n d 

institutional set up in 

ensuring compliances 

of the provisions of 

the Dam Safety Act. 

While lauding the role 

o f  N D S A  i n  D a m

safety Management,

HMoJS encouraged

stakeholders to view

dam safety not merely

as compliance; but, as a commitment to human safety, ecosystem preservation, and national resilience. 

HMoJS emphasized that every specified dam owner must earmark sufficient funds as mandated; and 

uphold global best practices and advanced technology for a secure water future. He highlighted that dams 

are getting old and more efforts are needed to take preventive measures for Dam Safety.

Dr. Raj Bhushan Choudhary, Minister of State for Jal Shakti, urged states to adopt risk-based prioritization 

tools and integrate startups and private sector innovation into dam safety practices. Also emphasised on 

the importance of Dam Health and Rehabilitation Monitoring Application, i.e. DHARMA Portal as a 

repository of data of all the specified dams of the country.
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Key releases during the Symposium:

● The National Register of Specified Dams-2025 was

released, providing a comprehensive database of all the 6628

Specified dams in the country.

● Guidelines for Preparing Operation & Maintenance

Manual for Ungated Dams was released, aimed at improving

safety protocols of dams.

● A Compendium on regulations published under the Dam

Safety Act, 2021

● The National Strategy for Developing Dams as Sustainable

and Responsible Tourism Destinations was introduced to

explore eco-friendly tourism opportunities.

Smt. Debashree Mukherjee, Secretary, DoWR, RD & GR elucidated the efforts made by NDSA inimplementation of 

provisions of Dam Safety Act, 2021 in close association with all other stakeholders. She outlined that India is one of the 

leading countries in Dam Safety management. However, she 

cautioned the dam fraternity that any complacency in dam safety 

efforts could derail the process. She stressed upon the need for 

integrated Dam Safety Management, by taking care of each & every 

aspect related to Dam Safety in a holistic manner and need to have 

plans in place for ground implementation of various measures 

required to improve the safety performance of the dams. She also 

pointed out that dam safety is becoming increasingly difficult with 

climate change.

Shri Anil Jain, Chairman, NDSA highlighted the achievements during 

the Authority's three-year journey and reiterated that dams are not 

just engineering marvels, but lifelines critical for irrigation, power 

generation, and flood protection. He stressed that ensuring dam 

safety is a shared national responsibility.

Shri R.K. Choudhary, CMD, NHPC presented a perspective on dam 

safety compliance and risk mitigation strategies. He elaborated 

on best practices in structural health monitoring and adaptive 

management strategies adopted by NHPC to enhance dam 

resilience. He shared about the best practices being followed by 

them for all the Dams of NHPC. He emphasised that NHPC is 

maintaining their Dam Safety Dam Management data through 

their in-house portal of NHPC, which is called “SAHAJ SEWA”. Dr. 

Sanjay Belsare, Secretary, CADWM, Maharashtra 

highlighted on-ground progress, particularly in enhancing inspection protocols and capacity building, while also 

pointing out challenges like funding constraints and manpower shortages.

The technical sessions by NDSA focused on the evolution and key regulatory provisions of the Dam Safety Act, 2021, 

emphasizing the significance of a structured legal framework in ensuring the long-term safety and maintenance of 

dams. Further, the role of NDSA in implementing the Act and the challenges ahead were discussed. The need for 

capacity building among dam owners and state agencies, particularly in monitoring, inspection, and emergency 

action planning was highlighted.

State representatives from Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Meghalaya shared their experiences and 

challenges in implementing the Act. They highlighted key issues such as fund constraints and trained manpower.

Senior officials from the Department of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation (DoWR, RD & 

GR), and key stakeholders from states and public sector organizations were also present at the event. More than 250 

delegates from 18 states attended the event, representing various sectors involved in dam safety management.
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Cabinet approved Modernization of Command Area
Development and Water Management as a sub-scheme

of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
for the period 2025-2026

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi today approved the Modernization of 

Command Area Development and Water Management (M-CADWM) as a sub-scheme of Pradhan Mantri 

Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) for the period 2025-2026 with an initial total outlay of Rs.1600 crore.

The scheme aims for modernization of the irrigation water supply network to supply of irrigation water 

fromexisting canals or other sources in a designated cluster. It will make robust backend infrastructure for 

micro-irrigation by farmers from established source to the Farm gate upto 1 Ha with 

underground pressurized piped irrigation. The use of SCADA, Internet of things technology will be 

used for water accounting and water management. This will increase the Water Use Efficiency (WUE) 

at the farm level, increase agriculture production & productivity; and thereby increase the income of 

farmers.

The projects will be made sustainable by Irrigation Management Transfer (IMT) to the Water 

User Society (WUS) for management of irrigation assets. The Water User Societies will be given 

handholding support for linking them with existing Economic Entities like FPO or PACS for five years. 

The youth will also be attracted to farming, to adopt the modern method of irrigation.

The initial approval is for taking up pilot projects across various agroclimatic zones in the country 

by challenge funding to the states. Based on the learning's in design and structuring of these 

projects, National Plan for Command Area Development and Water Management will be launched 

starting from April 2026 for the 16th Finance Commission period. 
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A strong step towards Ganga conservation:
Keyprojects approved in the 61st Executive Committee 

meeting of NMCG

The 61st Executive Committee Meeting of the National Mission for Clean Ganga, chaired 
by Shri Rajeev Kumar Mital, Director-General NMCG

The meeting approved making DDA BiodiversityParks as Knowledge cum-Skill 
Development Centre for National Mission for Clean Ganga

Executive Committee deliberated and sanctioned

sewerage projects of more than 900 Crore

In a decisive move to combat pollution and revive 

the lifeline of millions, the National Mission for 

Clean Ganga (NMCG) has taken another 

transformative step forward. The 61st Executive 

Committee (EC) Meeting of the National Mission 

for Clean Ganga (NMCG), chaired by Shri Rajeev 

Kumar Mital, Director-Generalʼ NMCG, has 

approved several major projects aimed at the 

conservation and rejuvenation of the Ganga River. 

These initiatives are in line with the mission's goals 

of enhancing river cleanliness, promoting 

sustainable development, and preserving the 

environmental and cultural heritage of the Ganga. 

They mark a significant leap in enhancing river cleanliness, curbing pollution at its source, and safeguarding 

the rich ecological and cultural heritage that flows with the river's timeless journey.

Executive Committee deliberated and sanctioned 

sewerage projects of more than 900 Crore. The 

Detailed Project Report related to interception, 

diversion, STP and other allied works in Moradabad 

town in U.P. Zone-3 and Zone-4 for “Prevention of 

Pollution in Ramganga River” was approved. This 

ambitious project, with an estimated cost of 

₹409.93 crore, aims to make the Ramganga River 

pollution-free. Under the project, modern Sewage 

Treatment Plants with capacities of 15 MLD in 

Zone-3 and 65 MLD in Zone-4 will be constructed. 

Along with this, 5 major drains will be intercepted 

and diverted.
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Another significant initiative for Arrah town in Bihar has been approved. This project is related to the 

interception, diversion, and construction of a Sewage Treatment Plant (STP), with an estimated cost of 

₹328.29 crore. Under this project, a state-of-the-art STP with a capacity of 47 MLD will be constructed, along 

with the establishment of a 19.5 KM long sewer network. This scheme will be based on the Hybrid Annuity 

Model, which also includes operation and maintenance for 15 years. The aim of this initiative is not only to 

provide a permanent solution to the sewage problem of Ara city, but also to effectively reduce the level of 

pollution in the Ganga by purifying the untreated water falling into the river.

In the meeting, an important project related to the “Interception and Diversion of 14 Untapped Drains of 

Kanpur City, Uttar Pradesh” was approved at an estimated cost of ₹138.11 crore, which will give a new 

direction to the city's drainage and sanitation system. Under this project, sewage falling directly into the 

riverfrom drains will be intercepted and conveyed to treatment plants through proposed sewage pumping 

stations and manholes. This project will involve the interception of 14 major drains of the city.

The Executive Committee approved a significant initiative in Pujali Municipality of West Bengal under the 

Namami Gange programme. Under this project, an Integrated Faecal Sludge Treatment Plant (FSTP) was 

approved, with a total estimated cost of ₹5.96 crore. Under this project, a state-of-the-art 8 KLD capacity 

faecal sludge treatment plant will be set up, which will not only improve urban sanitation but also play a 

crucial role in maintaining the purity of water sources.

A major initiative approved in the meeting was a Nature Based Solution project with a focus of Yamuna 

rejuvenation in National Capital. EC approved the installation of pilot CAMUS-SBT (Continuous Advanced 

Mite Utilizing System – Soil-Based Treatment) plants for the treatment of liquid pollutants in the Shahdara 

drain, aiming to achieve water quality standards as prescribed by the NGT (National Green Tribunal). Under 

this project, CAMUS-SBT plants with capacities of 5 MLD will be installed.
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To strengthen the research program of 

N M C G ,  E C  a p p r o v e d  t h e 

establishment of the NMCG-IIT Delhi-

Dutch Collaboratory for Intelligent 

River Systems and Clean Yamuna (IND-

RIVERS). This innovative initiative is 

launched under the India-Netherlands 

Water Strategic Partnership, aiming to 

build Centres of Excellence focused on 

critical areas like urban rivers and 

nature base solution. The centre is a 

unique combination of apremier 

academic institution, Government 

Department and an international 

partner to focus on action-oriented 

research and practical solution to the challenges faced in the area.

The Executive Committee also approved for study and documentation of traditional wooden boat-making 

craft thriving for centuries in the Ganga basin.

The meeting approved to make DDA Biodiversity Parks as Knowledge cum-Skill Development Centre for 

National Mission for Clean Ganga, DOWR, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India. The project, with a 

total estimated cost of ₹8.64 crore. The initiative aims to develop Biodiversity Parks with Delhi's Yamuna 

Biodiversity Park as a knowledge partner.

After the successful implementation of these initiatives, the efforts for the cleanliness and rejuvenation of 

the Ganga River and its tributaries will receive a new direction and momentum.These projects will not only 

help in pollution control and water conservation, but will also be milestones in preserving the riverine 

heritage and developing sustainable water management systems. Through these initiatives, ecological 

challenges associated with rivers can be addressed, ensuring a clean, healthy, and sustainable future for the 

communities dependent on them. This comprehensive effort is a strong and inspiring step towards making 

rivers life-giving once again.

The meeting was attended by Sh. Mahabir Prasad, 

Joint Secretary and Financial Advisor of Ministry of 

Power, (additional charge) DOWR, RD & GR, Ministry 

of Jal Shakti; Sh. Nalin Srivastava, Deputy Director 

General of NMCG; Sh. Anoop Kumar Srivastava, 

Executive Director (Technical); Sh. Brijendra 

Swaroop, Executive Director (Projects) Sh. S.P. 

Vashistha, Executive Director(Administration); Sh. 

Bhaskar Dasgupta, Executive Director (Finance); Ms. 

Nandini Ghosh, Project Director of West Bengal 

SPMG; Sh. Animesh Kumar Parashar, Managing 

Director of Bihar BUIDCO; and Sh. Prabhash 

Kumar, Additional Project Director of Uttar Pradesh 

SMCG.
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Namami Gange Mission 2.0: 7 major sewerage 
infrastructure projects completed in Uttar Pradesh, 

Bihar and Delhi in the 2nd half of FY 2024-25

With the commissioning of these projects, the total capacity under Namami Gange 
Program stands at 3722 MLD and total number of STPs commissioned at 157

The total cost of these projects is 1772 crore

Under Namami Gange Mission 2.0, the completion of 7 major 

projects in the second half of FY 2024–25 marks a significant 

achievement. Located in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Delhi, these 

projects primarily focus on preventing sewage from entering 

rivers, thereby, improving water quality and rejuvenating the 

rivers. Additionally, other projects in Uttarakhand has been 

partially ready for operation. The completed projects mark an 

important step in infrastructure advancement in sewerage 

treatment and would lead to furtherance of the objective of river 

rejuvenation. With the commissioning of these projects, the total 

capacity under Namami Gange Program stands at 3722 MLD and 

total number of STPs commissioned at 157.

47.70 MLD STP at Farrukhabad

The total cost of these projects is ₹1772 crore, aiming to 

enhance wastewater treatment in various regions. In 

Farrukhabad, Uttar Pradesh, the rejuvenation of the Ganga 

has received fresh momentum. Here, a state-of-the-art STP 

with a capacity of 47.70 MLD and an interception and 

diversion network has been set up at a cost of ₹261 crore 

—taking a major step towards restoring the Ganga's natural 

purity.

33 MLD STP at Ayodhya

In the sacred city of 

Ayodhya, a 33 MLD capacity STP and interception & diversion 

network have been established at a cost of ₹ 222 crore to make the 

Saryu River clean and uninterrupted. This initiative will not only 

uphold the city's religious significance but also contribute to 

environmental balance. Additionally, in Muzaffarnagar district, a 

32.50 MLD capacity STP along with an interception and diversion 

network has been completed with the total project cost of ₹234 

Crore. This project will aid in the rejuvenation of the Kali West and 

Hind on rivers. These projects are based on the Hybrid Annuity 

Model, which not only ensures their success but also enhances 

their environmental effectiveness.
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10 MLD STP at Bakhtiyarpur

In Bihar too, major projects have been started for the 

conservation of the Ganga River. In Bakhtiyarpur, a 10MLD 

STP and an interception & diversion network have been 

constructed at a cost of ₹85 crore, offering hope for 

pollution-affected areas. In Fatuha, a 7 MLD STP has been 

established under a ₹35.49 crore project, improving the 

region's drainage system. Similarly, in Phulwari Sharif, a 6 

MLD STP project has been launched at a cost of ₹46 crore, 

taking another step toward cleanliness and sustainable 

development. All three projects are based on the DBOT 

(Design-Build-Operate-Transfer) model.

32.50 MLD STP at Muzaffarnagar

In Delhi, the construction of Asia's largest STP with a 

capacity of 564 MLD and an interception & diversion 

network has been completed at a cost of ₹666 crore. This 

ambitious project, aimed at conserving the Yamuna 

River, is based on the DBOT model and follows NGT 

norms using A2O (Anaerobic-Anoxic-Oxic)technology.

6 MLD STP at Phulwari sharif

In the first half of the financial year 2024–25, 

eight pollution control projects namely: Patna-

Danapur, Patna Maner, Kairana, Lucknow, 

Munger, Mirzapur, Ghazipur and Bareily were 

completed. Thus, a total of15 ambitious projects 

have been successfully completed in the 

financial year 2024–25. These projects have 
been implemented at a total cost of ₹3,184 

crore.

10 MLD STP at Fatuha

These accomplishments represent significant 

progress in achieving cleaner rivers and improved 

urban sanitation, while also reinforcing the 

mission's core objective of sustainable and holistic 

river rejuvenation.

जल चचा�  |  JAL CHARCHA APR-JUN 2025 16



Union Minister of Jal Shakti, Shri C.R. Patil reviewed
the Jalaj Initiative and charted a new path for river

conservation and livelihood generation

Along with conservation, Jalaj aims at creating economic opportunities and enhancing

community participation in river rejuvenation efforts: Shri C.R. Patil

Union minister lauded the innovative models developed under Jalaj and emphasized the

need to scale up successful practices across other major river basins

Jalaj has empowered over 5,000 members of the boating community and supported

more than 2,400 women in 42 districts across nine states

Union Minister of Jal Shakti, Shri C.R. Patil, 

chaired a review meeting to assess the 

progress of the Wild life Institute of India's 

livelihood-focused project ‘JALAJ .̓ The 

Jalaj program under the aegis of National 

Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), is a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m p o n e n t  o f  t h e 

Government's Arth Ganga vision — 

l inking people to r ivers  through 

sustainable economic activities. Along 

with livelihood focus, the project aims at 

creating societal awareness towards 

aquatic biodiversity conservation.

Highlighting its pivotal role, the Union 

Minister emphasized that along with conservation, JALAJ aims at creating economic opportunities and 

enhancing community participation in river rejuvenation efforts. Jalaj has successfully connected river 

conservation with livelihood generation by promoting eco-tourism, sustainable farming, skill 

development, and artisanal production across the Ganga basin. The initiative aims at establishing 75 Jalaj 

centers, with various models such as Dolphin Safaris, Home stays, Livelihood Centers, and Awareness & 

Sale Points etc. Jalaj has empowered over 5,000 members of the boating community and supported more 

than 2,400 women in 42 districts across nine states.
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It emerged in the review that JALAJ aims at symbiotic linkage between river and communities and helps in 

educating people on values of conserved Ganga river. The review noted that Jalaj has conducted 263 

training programs and mass outreach efforts through digital and print media, including YouTube channel. 

Shri C.R.Patil reviewed efforts to further enhance the livelihood potential of Jalaj and stressed its role as a 

bridge connecting communities to river ecosystems, making river conservation an economically rewarding 

endeavour. He appreciated the innovative models developed under Jalaj and emphasized the need to scale 

up successful practices across other major river basins like the Godavari, Periyar, Pampa and Barak whose 

ecological assessments were also reviewed in the meeting.

To further strengthen outreach and awareness, a dedicated Jalaj 

informative website was launched by Sh. C.R.Patil. The website serves 

as a comprehensive resource hub, offering detailed insights into 

various Jalaj models such as Homestays, Dolphin Safaris, Livelihood 

Training Centers, and Awareness and Sale Centers. It also showcases 

success stories on how the Jalaj initiative has empowered community 

members, particularly women, by linking them to marketing centers. 

The website displays a range of eco-friendly products crafted by 

Ganga Praharis and aims to create widespread awareness about 

threatened aquatic biodiversity, including the Ganga River Dolphin, 

crocodilians, freshwater turtles, and water birds.

Additionally, a Jalaj Products Catalogue was launched which has been developed, profiling sustainably 

produced goods prepared at Jalaj Production Centers, categorized into stationery items, home décor, 

apparel, body and skincare, and edibles. Furthermore, "Saanskritik Lehren," a special feature under Jalaj, 

was released by Sh. C.R. Patil highlights the cultural ecosystem service value of the Ganga River, 

emphasizing its deep connection with India's heritage, traditions, and the livelihoods of millions. Jalaj's 

success has been widely recognized. The Hon'ble President of India lauded it during Gaj Utsav 2023, and 

Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi mentioned Jalaj as a model for freshwater conservation in his 

"Mann Ki Baat" address and at ICCON 2023, Mysore.

The Jalaj initiative, by linking conservation efforts with livelihood generation, stands today as a shining 

example of how environmental protection and socio-economic development can go hand-in-hand — truly 

realizing the vision of Arth Ganga.

जल चचा�  |  JAL CHARCHA APR-JUN 2025 18



NMCG Approved Key Projects for
Ganga Rejuvenation via ecosystem restoration in 62nd 

Executive Committee Meeting

The meeting chaired by the Director-General, NMCG,

focused on sustainability in river rejuvenation

In a significant push towards 

h o l i s t i c  r i v e r  a n d 

environmental rejuvenation, 

t h e  6 2 n d  E x e c u t i v e 

Committee (EC) Meeting of 

the National Mission for 

C l e a n  G a n g a  ( N M CG ) , 

chaired by Shri Rajeev Kumar 

Mital ,  Director-General , 

N M C G ,  f o c u s e d  o n 

s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i n  r i v e r 

rejuvenation. Conservation 

of critical wetlands and 

promoting the reuse of 

treated wastewater through 

city specific reuse plans,  

were deliberated in the meeting. The Committee approved projects that align with the mission's objectives 

of ecosystem restoration across the Ganga basin. It may be noted that Namami Gange program has been 

recognised as one of the TopTEN, World Restoration Flagship initiatives by UN Decade (UNEP & FAO)

In another important development, the EC gave the green light to the "Conserving and Sustainably 

Managing Nathmalpur Bhagad (Wetland) in Bhojpur District, Bihar" project, with an estimated cost of ₹3.51 

crore. The project is the fifth wetland being undertaken under NGP. It aims to establish an effective 

management arrangement for Nathmalpur Bhagad. So far, under Namami Gange conservation of 4 

wetlands have been already sanctioned at:

1. Kalewada Jheel, Muzaffarnagar, UP

2. Namiya Dah Jheel, Prayagraj, UP

3. Reoti Dah Wetland, Ballia, UP

4. Udhwa Lake (Ramsar Site) Sahibganj, Jharkhand

It focuses on integrating biodiversity and ecosystem service values into river basin conservation and 

developmental planning. The project proposes a dual approach with interventions at the sub-basin 

(Ghaghara, Gomti & Sone confluence) and site levels (Nathmalpur Bhagad), including activities such as 

wetland delineation, hydrological regime enhancement, species and habitat conservation, ecological 

assessment, risevaluation, capacity building, communication and outreach, and monitoring mechanisms to 

ensure the long-term health and sustainability of the wetland ecosystem.
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The EC also approved funding of ₹34.50 lakh for the "Capacity Building Initiatives for making water-

sensitive cities in the Ganga Basin" project for the preparation of City Plans and training on the 

reuse of treated wastewater for Agra and Prayagraj Districts in Uttar Pradesh. The project aims at 

preparation of city level reuse plan aligned to the National Framework for Safe Reuse of Treated Water 

(SRTW) developed by NMCG.

These project approvals reaffirm NMCG's commitment to integrated water management and 

environmental restoration. As the Mission continues to evolve, such strategic decisions will play a 

pivotal role in achieving the vision of a cleaner, healthier and more sustainable river ecosystem 

for future generations.

The meeting was attended by Sh. Mahabir Prasad, Joint Secretary and Financial Advisor of Ministry of 

Power, (additional charge) DOWR, RD & GR, Ministry of Jal Shakti; Sh. Nalin Srivastava, Deputy Director 

General of NMCG; Sh. Anoop Kumar Srivastava, Executive Director (Technical); Sh. Brijendra Swaroop, 

Executive Director (Projects) Sh. S.P. Vashistha, Executive Director(Administration); Sh. Bhaskar Dasgupta, 

Executive Director (Finance); Sh. Prabhash Kumar, Additional Project Director of Uttar Pradesh SMCG and 

Sh. S. Chandrasekhar, I.F.S., Chief Conservator of Forest -cum-State Nodal Officer, Environment & Climate 

Change, Bihar.

Nathmalpur Wetland

Nathmalpur Wetland
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63rd Meeting of NMCG: Green Signal to
Key Projects for Environmental Flow in Ganga's 

Tributaries

Under a concrete and holistic initiative towards the 

rejuvenation of Ganga and its tributaries, the 63rd 

Executive Committee meeting of the National Mission for 

Clean Ganga was organized. The focus of the meeting 

was—Sustainabi l i ty and Innovation—which are 

completely aligned with the core objectives of the mission 

such as improving water quality, sustainable urban water 

management, and restoration of the ecosystem in the 

Ganga basin.

On this occasion, various projects were approved, which 

included infrastructure projects, scientific studies, 

technical solutions, and rejuvenation plans. Their objective 

is not just short-term improvement, but to ensure long-

term and measurable impact, so that the existence of rivers and water bodies remains safe for future generations.

During the meeting, sewage management project in the historic city of Agra, Uttar Pradesh, was approved, with a total 

budget of ₹126.41 crore. Under this project, 40 interception and diversion structures will be constructed, along with 

21.20 kilometers of interception and diversion sewer lines. In addition, 8 modern pumping stations will be installed, 

and effective trash screens will be placed in 5 major drains to protect water sources from pollution. This project is 

based on the Design-Build-Operate-Transfer model, which makes it at echnically and managerially impactful and 

long-term solution.

For promoting a deep understanding of environmental flow, the committee approved two major projects: 

“Environmental Flow Assessment of Kosi, Gandak and Mahananda Rivers” with a budget of approximately ₹6 crore, 

and “Environmental Flow Assessment in Ghaghara and Gomti River Basins” with an estimated cost of approximately ₹8 

crore. These two projects will pave the way for the development of sustainable and adaptive flow regimes in rivers over 

the next three years.

Further, a project was approved for monitoring the effectiveness and creating guidelines for Johkasou technology-

based and other compact plug & play technologies domestic wastewater treatment. This project is being initiated 

with the objective of strengthening the quality and sustainability of on-site sewage treatment in India.

The meeting approved the project “Conservation and Management of Ramsar Site 'Asan Wetland' in Dehradun 

District of Uttarakhand” with an allocation of Rs 2.47 crore for the next two years. The goal of this initiative is to 

rejuvenate the biodiversity and ecological health of the wetland. It includes approval for the development of wetland 

inventory, assessment and monitoring systems along with planning the conservation measures.

This meeting of NMCG was not merely a formal occasion for approval of plans, but the beginning of a new journey — 

where the depth of tradition and the flight of modern technology, the softness of nature and thestrength of science, 

the spirit of sustainable development and public participation created a wonderful confluence. Every step taken 

towards a clean, prosperous and vibrant river is not only taking the Namami Gange Mission to new heights, but is also 

becoming an inspiring example for the entire nation.

The meeting saw the participation of key officials, including: Shri Rajeev Kumar Mital, Director General, NMCG, Shri 

Mahavir Prasad, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Power, Shri Nalin Srivastava, Deputy Director General, NMCG, Shri Anup 

Kumar Srivastava, Executive Director (Technical), Shri Brijendra Swaroop, Executive Director (Project), Shri S.P. 

Vashishtha Executive, Director (Administration), Shri Bhaskar Dasgupta, Executive Director (Finance), Ms. Nandini 

Ghosh, Project Director of West Bengal, Shri Prabhash Kumar, Additional Project Director from Uttar Pradesh, SMCG, 

Dr. Ramakant Pandey, Managing Director UP Jal  Nigam (Urban).
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Ministry of Jal Shakti Celebrated International Day of
Yoga with Enthusiasm and Public Participation

Across the Country

The main event was organised on the banks of the river Yamuna at the BSF Kayaking

Camp, Zero Pushta Park, New Delhi

The event highlighted the Ministry's commitment towards promoting wellness with the

message of water conservation and river rejuvenation

A large number of citizens, including “Water Warriors” and people from all walks of life,

gathered on the riverbank to perform yoga in unison

The Ministry of Jal Shakti actively participated in the International Day of Yoga 2025 with wide spread 

celebrations at various locations 

across the country where the 

Ministry has its presence, including 

regional  of f ices  and t ra in ing 

institutions. Officers, staff members, 

and the general public joined in large 

numbers to mark the occasion with 

collective spirit and enthusiasm.

The main event was organised on the 

banks of the river Yamuna at the BSF 

Kayaking Camp, Zero Pushta Park, 

New Delhi by the National Mission 

for Clean Ganga (NMCG). The event 

h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  M i n i s t r y ' s 

commitment towards promoting 

wellness with the message of water 

conservation and river rejuvenation.

Prior to the start of the yoga session, 

all participants at the Yamuna event 

were virtually connected to the 

national-level celebration led by the 

Hon'b le  P r ime  Min i s te r  Sh r i 

N a r e n d r a  M o d i ,  h e l d  i n 

Visakhapatnam.The live telecast 

inspired participants across the 

country and set the tone for a day 

dedicated to health, harmony, and 

environmental consciousness.
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The Yamuna event witnessed the 

presence of Smt. Debashree Mukherjee, 

Secretary, DoWR, RD & GR, and Shri 

Rajeev Mittal, Mission Director, National 

Mission for Clean Ganga, Mr Kamal 

Kishore Soan, MD Jal Jeevan Mission, 

along with senior officers of the 

Ministry. A large number of citizens, 

including “Water Warriors” and people 

from all walks of life, gathered on 

the riverbank to perform yoga in unison.

The event served as a meaningful 

c o n v e r g e n c e  o f  t w o  n a t i o n a l 
priorities— physical and mental well-

being through yoga, and 

environmental 

stewardship through river rejuvenation. It reaffirmed the Ministry's commitment to reviving river Yamuna 

and promoting jan bhagidari (public participation) in conserving our water bodies.

The Ministry of Jal Shakti remains dedicated to nurturing holistic and sustainable connections between people 

and rivers, fostering both inner balance and environmental responsibility.
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Union Minister of Jal Shakti Shri C.R. Patil Chaired
15th Meeting of Empowered Task Force (ETF) on

Ganga Conservation

Shri C.R. Patil reviewed key activities and progress made by NMCG

Union minister appreciated the accelerated pace of implementation of infrastructure 
projects and the outcomes achieved through enhanced coordination among stakeholders

Union Minister of Jal Shakti, Shri C.R. Patil, chaired the 15th meeting of the Empowered Task Force (ETF) on 

Ganga conservation, reaffirming the government's commitment to making the river cleaner and more sustainable 

through an integrated, time-bound, and technology-driven approach. Union Minister reviewed key activities and 

progress 

made by NMCG. Shri C.R. Patil appreciated the accelerated pace of implementation of infrastructure projects and 

the outcomes achieved through enhanced coordination among stakeholders. Notably, 10 projects were 

inaugurated or had foundation stones laid in Bihar during this period.

Enhanced Effectiveness of Financial Management in NMCG: Union Minister of Jal Shakti was apprised of significant 

improvements made in the area of financial management of NMCG. Significant reduction in pendency of Utilization 

Certificates, resolution of long pending taxation issues and effective implementation of Treasury Single Accounts 

system has led to marked improvement in financial administration of NMCG. Further, adoption of insurance surety 

bonds as a valid alternative to traditional bank guarantees for Bid Security, Performance Security, and Mobilization 

Advance would help in ease financial pressure on contractors, promote broader industry participation, and fast-track 

project execution. He underlined the government's commitment to reducing procedural bottlenecks and fostering an 

enabling environment for infrastructure delivery.

Sustaining River Rejuvenation Efforts: To address challenges posed by urban expansion and the emergence of new 

drains, NMCG has drafted two protocols—one to sustain zero untreated sewage discharge and another for 

maintenance of I&D structures. The Union Minister welcomed this forward-looking initiative and directed that District 

Ganga Committees be actively involved in the implementation and monitoring of these protocols. He stressed the 
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importance of continuous vigilance to 

preserve the gains made under the 

Namami Gange Programme.

Safety Audit and Evaluation of STPs: Union 

Minister emphasized the need for 

occupational and safety audit of STPs and 

evaluation by third party agencies for 

ensuring effectiveness in STP operation. It 

was decided that NMCG would continue 

to ensure that regular safety drills are 

carried out at all sites and that immediate 

corrective measures be implemented. He 

emphasized that workplace safety is non-

negotiable and must be prioritised at all 

levels. It was decided to entrust third party 

evaluation of STPs to premier institutes 

like SLCR (IIT BHU) and Centre of 

Excellence (IIT, Delhi) to ensure that STPs 

are functioning effectively. Shri Patil 

reviewed the online monitoring framework of STPs and expressed his satisfaction over technology based monitoring.

During the meeting, Shri C.R. Patil also launched two key initiatives to enhance scientific engagement and ecological 

understanding:

Riverathon 1.0 – A national-level hackathon organised in collaboration with Amity University, focusing on 

innovative, data-driven solutions for river rejuvenation. The hackathon covers themes such as flood plain 

mapping, biodiversity, disaster management, and environmental monitoring using LiDAR data.

Eight Ecological Status and Trends Books – Released for the rivers Ramganga, Gomti, Kosi, Damodar, Yamuna, 

Ghaghra, Gandak, and Sone. Developed in partnership with the Wildlife Institute of India, these booklets provide 

valuable insights into the ecological health trends of key river systems in the Ganga basin.

The meeting brought together key stakeholders from various ministries and state governments, including 

Secretary, DoWR, RD & GR, Smt. Debashree Mukherjee, Director General of the National Mission for Clean Ganga 

(NMCG), Shri Rajeev Kumar Mital, Executive Directors of Namami Gange Mission, and representatives from 

the Ministries of Power, Tourism, Housing and Urban Affairs, and Environment, Forest, and Climate Change. State-

level dignitaries from Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Jharkhand, West Bengal, and Bihar, also participated, 

ensuring a collaborative approach toward advancing river rejuvenation efforts.
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In a quiet corner of the hills, a small river named Tara shimmered through a sleepy valley. She wasn't mighty like 

the Ganga or Brahmaputra, but to the villages she touched, she was everything—a source of water, shade, songs, 

and stories.

Tara owed joyfully in the monsoon, racing over pebbles and weaving past rice elds. But her real strength wasn't 

in the rain—it was in something quieter, deeper.

Beneath the soil, tucked among rocks and roots, lived her hidden guardian: the underground stream. This gentle 

ow, invisible to the eye, fed Tara drop by drop even after the skies dried up. It was this earth-fed lifeline that kept 

her singing through the summer, when the world turned brown and thirsty.

But the valley changed.

The forests were cleared. Concrete replaced grasslands. The villagers began drawing more and more water from 

the ground, never realizing that each litre taken weakened Tara's hidden heart. One dry season, Tara did not 

return. Her bed cracked. The birds stopped nesting. The air stood still.

The people panicked. "Where did Tara go?" they cried. The elders remembered springs that once bubbled 

year-round. The children missed the cool splash of her stream. The village knew then—Tara hadn't 

disappeared; her underground breath had been taken away.

So they worked—not to pour water into her bed, but to nourish the land that fed her. They planted native trees. 

They dug recharge pits to let rain sink into the ground. They stopped wasteful pumping and built tiny check dams 

to slow the water and let it seep back into the earth.

A year passed. Then another.

And one spring morning, Tara returned—not with a roar, but with a whisper. A stream gently trickled through her 

old course. Frogs sang again. The soil smelled sweet. Tara was home.

Now, in the village school, children recite this rhyme:

"Water underground is shy,

But helps the rivers never dry.

Plant a tree, dig a pit,

Let the Earth have every bit!"

REVIVING 

RIVER TARA

(Madhukar Singh) 
Technical Secretary to 
AS, DoWR, RD & GR
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The Atal Jal Mobile App is a community-centric digital 
platform developed by the National Project Management Unit 
(NPMU), Ministry of Jal Shakti under the Atal Bhujal Yojana to 
support participatory groundwater management across 8,203 
water-stressed Gram Panchayats in seven states: Gujarat, 
Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh.

This mobile application serves as a transparent and real-time 
public disclosure tool for groundwater data and related 
information, enabling local stakeholders, policymakers, and 
the public to make informed decisions based on scientific 
data.

Key Features of the App

1. Dashboard: Offers a comprehensive overview of
groundwater conditions, levels, and water quality at the
Gram Panchayat level.

2. General Information: Displays data on population,
geographical area, annual rainfall, and groundwater
abstraction wells.

3. Detailed Groundwater Data: Provides granular insights
into groundwater levels (with time-series graphs), water
quality (based on Water Quality Index), artificial recharge,
and water conservation structures.

4. Water Level Monitoring: Real-time visualization of
groundwater level trends through graphs and tables.

5. Water Quality Insights: Presents scientifically derived water
quality status for informed community-level assessment.

6. Structure Mapping:  Location-based mapping of
groundwater-related structures and monitoring equipment.

7. Artificial Recharge & Conservation Structures: Detailed
information on the availability and operational status of
recharge systems and conservation infrastructure.

Outcomes and Benefits

The Atal Jal App marks a transformative step in water 
governance by achieving the following:

• Empowerment: Enables Gram Panchayats to make data-
driven decisions for sustainable groundwater management.

• Transparency: Facilitates public access to updated
groundwater data, reinforcing accountability and trust.

• Participation: Encourages community involvement in data
collection and usage, strengthening local stewardship.

• Sustainability: Promotes responsible use of groundwater
through informed planning and monitoring.

Atal Jal App –
Making Groundwater

“INVISIBLE TO
VISIBLE”
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GIS & Remote Sensing Training for
Water Resources:

A SUCCESS FOR NEHARI,
BRAHMAPUTRA BOARD AND NIH

The North Eastern Hydraulic and Allied 

Research Institute (NEHARI), in a 

significant collaboration with the 

National Institute of Hydrology (NIH), 

successfully conducted a five-day 

training workshop on "GIS & Remote 

Sensing for Water Resource Sector" 

Held from April 22nd to 26th, 2025, 

which aimed to equip professionals 

with advanced skills in these critical 

fields for effective water resource 

management in the region.

The training was under the dynamic leadership of Dr. Ranbir Singh, IAS (Retd.), Chairman of the 

Brahmaputra Board, the initiative underscored the board's commitment to fostering expertise in cutting-

edge technologies. The workshop was inaugurated by Dr. Ranjit Deka, Director of NEHARI, who 

emphasized the paramount importance of efficient water resource practices and highlighted the 

indispensable role of GIS and Remote Sensing in achieving these goals.

The comprehensive five-day program featured a blend of insightful lectures and practical, hands-on 

sessions. Participants were introduced to the fundamental principles of Remote Sensing and Geographical 

Information Systems, along with exploring open data sources relevant to the water resources sector. A 

dedicated segment focused on Google Earth Engine and its diverse applications in water resource 

management.
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The hands-on sessions provided invaluable practical experience, covering a wide array of topics including:

• Overview of GIS Interface and adding data layers and basemaps

• Downloading datasets from USGS Earth Explorer and BHOONIDHI, as well as other open sources

• Utilizing Google Earth Engine for water resource applications

• Creating vector data through digitization tools

• SAR data processing

• River Bank Migration Analysis

• Watershed delineation and determination of watershed characteristics using Digital Elevation Models

(DEMs)

• Advanced GIS operations such as interpolation, extraction, reclassification, change determination, and

model building.

The training benefited from the expertise of distinguished faculty members from the National Institute of 

Hydrology (NIH), the North Eastern Space Applications Centre (NESAC), and the National Water Academy 

(NWA), Pune, ensuring a rich and diverse learning experience.

The training program culminated in a valedictory session chaired by Dr. Ranbir Singh, IAS (Retd.), Chairman, 

Brahmaputra Board. Dr. Ranjit Deka, Director, NEHARI, provided a concise summary of the intensive five-

day workshop. In his valedictory address, Dr. Singh reiterated the critical importance of "GIS & Remote 

Sensing for Water Resource Sector" and emphasized its direct impact on organizational performance and 

effective decision-making.

A total of 23 participants received certificates of successful completion. These participants hailed from 

various offices of the Brahmaputra Board and Water Resource Departments of different states across NE 

India, including Assam, Mizoram, Sikkim, West Bengal, Meghalaya, and the Gorkhaland Territorial 

Administration (GTA), underscoring the regional significance and widespread impact of the training.

It is to be noted that the North Eastern Hydraulic and Allied Research Institute (NEHARI) is a premier 

research institute under the Brahmaputra Board. It provides technical support and capacity development 

on hydraulic, hydrological, geotechnical, and allied aspects related to water resources management in the 

North Eastern region.
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Brahmaputra Board Spearheads
Integrated Water Management in

North East under India-EU Water Initiative

The Brahmaputra Board is taking a leading role in 

fostering sustainable water resource management 

across the North Eastern Region of India, 

particularly within the framework of the India-EU 

Water  In i t i a t i ve  ( I EWI ) .  Th i s  s ign i f i cant 

collaboration, which evolved from the India-EU 

Water Partnership (IEWP), is designed to enhance 

the political and strategic framework for effective 

cooperation on water management issues between 

the European Union and India's Ministry of Jal 

Shakti.

The IEWP embarked on its journey in 2016, with 

Phase 1 running from July 2017 to October 2020, 

followed by Phase 2 from November 2020 to 

September 2023. The current phase, now 

christened the India-EU Water Initiative (IEWI), 

commenced on March 1, 2024, and is set to span 

three years until February 2027. This initiative, co-

financed by the European Union and the German 

Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (BMZ) and implemented by 

Deutsche Gesel lschaf t  für  Internat ionale 

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), places a strong emphasis 

on strengthening collaboration with vital Indian 

institutions like the Brahmaputra Board.

Strategic Dialogue Defines Collaboration

A pivotal moment for this collaboration occurred 

on March 6, 2024, when a meeting was held under 

the chairpersonship of the Secretary, DOWR, RD & 

GR, Ministry of Jal Shakti, with an EU delegation.

The meeting centered on "Development and 

Implementation Support to the India-EU Water 

Partnership (IEWP Action)" and "Support to Ganga 

Rejuvenation (SGR)." A crucial outcome of this 

high-level discussion was the decision to offer 

technical assistance to the Brahmaputra Board, 

highlighting the Board's recognized importance in 

regional water governance.

Further solidifying this partnership, a significant 

meeting took place on May 8, 2024, at the 

Brahmaputra Board's conference hall in Guwahati. 

Chaired by Dr. Ranbir Singh, IAS (Retd.), Chairman 

of the Brahmaputra Board, the meeting's primary 

objective was to define the scope of technical 

support to be provided under Phase 3 of IEWI 

specifically for the Brahmaputra Board. The robust 

participation from Brahmaputra Board officials, 

alongside representatives from the EU Delegation 

(GIZ) and other organizations, underscored the 

Board's proactive engagement. Discussions 

focused on areas where the IEWI could offer 

invaluable technical assistance, reinforcing the 

Board 's  capac i ty  and ongoing pro jects . 

Furthermore, a request was made for a meeting 

involving relevant stakeholders in the Brahmaputra 

bas in ,  inc lud ing the  Wor ld  Bank ,  As ian 

Development Bank, and State Government, to 

ensure a unified understanding of ongoing efforts.

Brahmaputra Board Leads the Way in Barak

River Basin Management

A cornerstone of the Brahmaputra Board's 

deepened engagement with the IEWI is the 

development of the Barak River Basin Management 

(RBM) Plan. This initiative, a key priority under 

Phase 3 of IEWI, directly strengthens the 

Brahmaputra Board's mandate for integrated river 

basin management. The Board is championing a 

truly participatory approach, ensuring that all basin 

states and relevant stakeholders are actively 

involved in creating a comprehensive and effective 

framework for sustainable management of the 

Barak River basin.

Under the leadership of Dr. Ranbir Singh, Chairman, 

Brahmaputra  Board ,  c ruc ia l  s takeholder 
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consultation meetings have recently been 

convened:

● Mizoram Consultation: A significant

consultation meeting for the Barak RBM Plan was

held in Mizoram, attended by Shri K.R. Meena,

Chief Secretary, Mizoram, and Dr. Ranbir Singh.

The meeting saw active participation from all

departments of the Mizoram government,

following a presentation by the EU/GIZ team.

● Manipur Consultation: In Manipur, a

similar stakeholder consultation was convened

for the Barak RBM Plan, drawing participation

from over 15 stakeholder departments of the

Manipur government. Shri Prashant Kumar

Singh, Chief Secretary, Manipur, alongside Dr.

Ranbir Singh, guided the discussions to identify

key water management issues specific to the

Barak Basin in Manipur. The EU/GIZ team also

made a presentation, fostering active dialogue

among all attendees.

Under the leadership of Dr. Ranbir Singh, 

Chai rman,  Brahmaputra  Board ,  cruc ia l 

stakeholder consultation meetings have recently 

been convened:
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● Meghalaya Consultation: On April 11, 2025,

Meghalaya hosted its inaugural consultation

meeting for the Barak RBM Plan in Shillong. This

session saw robust participation from various

Meghalaya government departments, including

Water Resources, Public Health Engineering, Power,

F o re s t  &  E n v i ro n m e n t ,  S o i l  a n d  Wa te r

Conservation, Fisheries, and Transport. Officials

from the Brahmaputra Board, the GIZ/IEWI team,

Central Water Commission (CWC), National

Institute of Hydrology (NIH), Central Ground Water

Board (CGWB), and the North Eastern Space

Applications Centre (NESAC) were also present. Dr.

Ranbir Singh extended his appreciation to Shri

Shakil Ahmad, Additional Chief Secretary,

Meghalaya, for facilitating the consultations, and to

Ms. Laura Sustersic of GIZ for her valuable input.

Through these comprehensive consultations, 

critical water management issues for the Barak 

Basin have been identified, including water scarcity, 

flooding, erosion, water pollution, and spring 

degradation.  The Brahmaputra Board,  in 

collaboration with IEWI, plans to hold similar 

consultations in the remaining basin states of the 

Barak River – Nagaland, Assam, and Tripura – to 

ensure a holistic understanding of the river basin's 

challenges.

Charting a Future of Sustainable Water

Governance

The Brahmaputra Board's insights are crucial for the 

development of River Basin Management Plans for 

other selected tributaries of the Brahmaputra, 

including proposals for a GIS Web Portal and MIS 

Dashboard to enhance stakeholder engagement 

and monitoring.

Furthermore, the Brahmaputra Board is a key 

participant in the proposed trilateral water 

cooperation between India, the EU, and Africa. This 

ambitious initiative aims to leverage India's 

extensive technical and managerial expertise in 

water management,  faci l i tat ing twinning 

opportunities with international river boards and 

water authorities, such as the Lake Victoria Basin 

Commission (LVBC) and the Lake Tanganyika 

Authority (LTA).

The Brahmaputra Board's commitment to 

advancing integrated and sustainable water 

management,  re inforced by i ts  strategic 

partnership with the India-EU Water Initiative, 

underscores its pivotal role in safeguarding the 

water resources of the North Eastern Region for 

future generations.
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Activities undertaken by CGWB Officers 
during April and May, 2025

Shri Subodh Yadav, AS, MoJS visited DAV College 

site in Lucknow to review the construction of deep 

and shallow piezometers under Package-6 of PIB. 

Shri S.K. Swaroop, Scientist-D and OIC, RPMU, 

briefed him on the drilling operations.

26 newly inducted Trainee Officers from Central 

Ground Water Board, Ministry of Jal Shakti, 

Government of India, are undertaking a one-week 

study tour (from May 19 to May 23, 2025) at the 

Central Ground Water Board's Mid-Eastern Region 

office in Patna.

As part of the activities under World Environment 

Day 2025, a plantation drive was conducted at the 

Kendri Division XIII Workshop in Raipur. The 

initiative was led by Dr. Prabir K. Naik, Regional 

Director, along with Shri K. C. Nayak, Executive 

Engineer, Division XIII, and officers from CGWB, 

NCCR, Raipur.

As part of the Swachhata Pakhwada, 2025 

celebrations, all the officers/officials of CGWB, SER, 

Bhubaneswar actively par ticipated in the 

cleanliness drive that includes the self-cleaning of 

the office desks, chambers by weeding out of 

physical files, disposal of the office scrap & cleaning 

up off the wastes to upkeep the office premises.
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Webinar / Meetings/ training attended by 
CGWB officers during April and May, 2025

Scientists from Central Ground Water Board 

participated in the Workshop-cum-Orientation 

Programme on the "Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the 

Rain" 2025, organized by the National Water 

Mission. Chairman, CGWB encouraged all 

participants and assured the Mission Director of 

NWM that the JSA, 2025 will be a success.

Sh. S K Ambast, Chairman, CGWB, chaired the 13th 

Meeting of National Level Expert Committee 

(NLEC) which was held at Central Headquarters, 

Faridabad.

Sh. Subodh Yadav, IAS, AS, MoJS and Shri Pratul 

Saxena, Member & PD, Atal Jal, visited CGWB, NR 

office in Lucknow. They conducted a detailed 

review of regional activities and held focused 

discussions on key areas, including NAQUIM 2.0 

outcomes, progress of Pz and EW/OW packages 

under PIB, groundwater resource estimation, 

monitoring of groundwater levels and quality, 

report sharing with the state government, chemical 

analysis capacity, geophysical survey feasibility, 

CGWA matters, and the region's financial progress.

क� �ीय भूिम जल �ािधकरण, नई िद�ी म � संयु� राजभाषा 

काय�शाला का आयोजन िकया गया। इस काय�शाला म � क� �ीय 

भूिम जल �ािधकरण और रा� एकक काया�लय नई िद�ी के 

अिधका�रयो ंएवम कम�चा�रयो ंन ेभाग िलया। इस काय�शाला 

का िवषय अ� शीष�क के साथ साथ मु� शीष�क राजभाषा म �

AI का �योग था।
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Smt. T.S. Anitha Shyam, Member (South) chaired 

a review meeting with the officers and officials of 

the South Western Region, Bengaluru to discuss 

about the planned activities of AAP 2025-26 and 

future activities to be taken up.

CGWB, NWHR, Jammu organised the 4th Quarterly 

Dialogue along with Central Water Commission 

and various lined departments of UT of J&K on the 

theme "High frequency Hydraulic Head Data as 

tool for decision making in Water Management.

The first State Level Committee (SLC) meeting on 

the Ground Water Resource Assessment (GWRA) 

of Manipur 2025 was held on 22nd May 2025 in 

the office chamber of Sri Robert Singh 

Kshetrimayum, IAS, Secretary, MID Manipur and 

Chairman of the SLC.
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1st SLC meeting for GWRA 2025 held under the 

chairmanship of Principal Secretary Sh. Sanjay 

Khandare, IAS, WSSD, Govt. of Maharashtra. 

Reports on GWRA 2024, NAQUIM 2.0 (2023-24), 

GW Quality Maharashtra state 2023-2024, 

Groundwater Year Book 23-24 were also released 

by Principal Secretary Sh. Sanjay Khandare, IAS.

Tier-III training program was conducted by CGWB, 

MER, Patna at Government Engineering College, 

Buxar on the topic 'Groundwater Development and 

Management.ʼ The video for awareness on 

protection of children falling into open bore well 

was also shown during the program.
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Activities undertaken by
CGWB Officers during June, 2025

Dr. S. K. Ambast, Chairman, and Shri T. B. N. Singh, 

Member, CGWB, addressed the Environment Conclave 

2025 organized by the Southern Gujarat Chamber of 

Commerce & Industry in collaboration with the Gujarat 

Pollution Control Board.

Shri Subodh Yadav, IAS, AS, MoJS, visited CGWB, WCR, 

Ahemdabad. During the visit, he inaugurated the 

Regional Chemical Laboratory, exhibition-cum-Training 

Hall, and Regional Office Data Centre (RODC). Dr. 

Ratikanta Nayak, RD, briefed him on the status of 

instruments in the Regional Chemical Lab and 

functioning of the four ver ticals of RODC — 

Groundwater Data, Groundwater Quality Data, 

Geophysical Data, and Groundwater Exploration Data. 

He also presented the High Frequency DWLR 

Hydrographs for hard rock and soft rock formations, 

along with their interpretation.

Smt. T.S. Anitha Shyam, Member (South), visited SECR 

Chennai, where she inspected the DWLR installed at the 

PIB site and reviewed the progress of the Annual Action 

Plan (AAP) 2025–26. She also inspected the Chemical 

Laboratory and the Divisional Office.

Shri Upendra Dhonde, SUO (Pune), delivered a lecture on 

"Groundwater Rules and Regulations in India" at the 

National Water Academy (NWA), Pune. The lecture was 

part of a week-long training programme on "Water Laws 

and River Valley Disputes" organized by NWA.
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Officers from SUO, Ranchi have conducted pre-

monsoon microplastics sampling for Urban Ranchi as 

part of the NAQUIM 2.0 initiative.

Webinar / Meetings/ training attended by CGWB

officers during June 2025

Shri Subodh Yadav, IAS, AS, MoJS, visited CGWB, WCR, 

Ahemedabad. During the visit, he inaugurated the 

Regional Chemical Laboratory, exhibition-cum-Training 

Hall, and Regional Office Data Centre (RODC). Dr. 

Ratikanta Nayak, RD, briefed him on the status of 

instruments in the Regional Chemical Lab and 

functioning of the four verticals of RODC — 

Groundwater Data, Groundwater Quality Data, 

Geophysical Data, and Groundwater Exploration Data. 

He also presented the High Frequency DWLR 

Hydrographs for hard rock and soft rock formations, 

along with their interpretation.

Smt. T.S. Anitha Shyam, Member (South) attended the 
stakeholder workshop on the Chennai Aquifer 
Management System as the Chief Guest, with 
representatives from the State Ground Water 
Department and Anna University serving as Guests of 
Honour. Various line departments presented their data 
and expressed their commitment to collaborate in the 
NAQUIM study.

Inaugural session of mandatory training of two weeks 
duration, on "Operation and Maintenance of Vehicles for 
Staff Car Driver- GR-l was held at IDTR in collaboration 
with RGNGWTRI.

Postgraduate students from Pune University 
successfully completed their summer internship at 
Central Ground Water Board (CGWB), CR, Nagpur, held 
from 2nd to 13th June.

Shri T. Raja Babu and Shri Sushanta Kumar Ratha, from 
CGWB, SR participated and delivered lectures at a one 
day workshop on “Characterisation of Groundwater 
Dynamics in the Krishna-Godavari Delta using 
Groundwater Levels, Hydrochemistry, Isotopes, and 
Emerging Contaminants.”, organized by NIH Roorkee at 
Vijayawada.

Public Interaction Programs organized by CGWB
during June, 2025

In accordance with the directions of Hon'ble Minister of 
Jal Shakti, Shri C. R. Patil, Central Ground Water Board 
(CGWB), CR, Nagpur, organized a Public Interaction 
Programme (PIP) on the theme “CGWA Functions and 
Activities” at Universe Banquet, Elite House, Andheri 
East, Mumbai District.



Major Activities of NERIWALM for
the Month of April-June, 2025

A) Training Programmes:

1) NERIWALM organized a one-week in-campus training program on “Application of QGIS in Water

Resources Management” from 7th April to 11th April 2025, in collaboration with the North Eastern Space

Applications Centre (NESAC). Resource persons for the training were from NESAC, and the participants

included officers and staff of NERIWALM.

Figure 1: View of the in-campus training program held from 7th April to 11th April, 2025 at NERIWALM.

2) NERIWALM conducted an insightful one-day training program on “Water Literacy – A Pertinent Issue”

for the UG and PG students of Darrang College on 23.04.2025. The program aimed to enhance awareness

and understanding of the importance of water conservation, sustainable usage, and the role of youth in

ensuring water security.

Total Participants: 31 students

Figure 2: View of the Water Literacy training at NERIWALM.
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3) NERIWALM organized Induction Level Training Course on Overview of Water and Land Management

and Springshed Management for the officers of Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) from 28.04.2025 to

02.05.2025.

Figure 3: View of the Induction Level Training Course for the CGWB.

4) NERIWALM organized a workshop on 27th May 2025 with farmers, PRI members, and officers from

the Water Resources Department, NEHARI, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, and Rainforest Research

Institute at its campus. The event was conducted as part of the ongoing project titled “Livelihood Problems

and Probable Lasting Solutions for Displaced People due to Bank Erosion in the Brahmaputra Valley.”

जल चचा�  |  JAL CHARCHA APR-JUN 2025 40

Figure 4: Photograph of the Workshop on Livelihood Problems and Probable Lasting Solutions for 

Displaced People due to Bank Erosion in the Brahmaputra Valley, Tripura.



5) NERIWALM organized a two-day training program on “Irrigation Water Management” for the officers

nominated from various divisions of the Irrigation Department, Govt. of Nagaland. The sessions were held

at the office of the Executive Engineer, Water Resources Department, Govt. of Nagaland on 20.05.2025 and

21.05.2025.

Figure 5: View of the training on Irrigation Water Management.

6) NERIWALM conducted a two-day training programme on Water Quality Monitoring for NGOs

from Nagaland on 20th and 21st May 2025 at the Water Resources Department, Government of

Nagaland. The training included classroom sessions along with practical demonstrations on the analysis

of basic water quality parameters.

Figure 6: Photograph of the training on Water Quality.

7) NERIWALM organized a three-day training program on “Hydrological Modelling” for officers and

trainers from the North Eastern States, held from 28th May to 30th May 2025 at NERIWALM, Tezpur. The

program included detailed classroom deliberations and hands-on sessions, providing participants with

both theoretical knowledge and practical experience in hydrological modelling techniques.

Figure 7: Photographs of the training on Hydrological.
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B) Research and Development programmes:

1) Analysis of Hydrogeomorphic and Social

Aspects of Dam In Lower Reaches Of Ranganadi HPP,

With Special Emphasis On Climate Change:

NERIWALM, in collaboration with NIH, is conducting a

study on Hydrogeomorphic and social aspects of the

Ranganadi HPP with a focus on climate change. Key

progress includes temporal analysis of climate trends,

mapping of channel sinuosity and river course change,

land use/land cover classification using GIS, socio-

economic survey of 118 households, and documentation

of the Ranganadi river flood event in May 2025. Figure 8: Photograph captured during survey.

2) NERIWALM signed MoU with NEDFi for a project titled A Comprehensive Study on the Sustainable

Development of the Irrigation Sector of Assam. The inception report for the project was submitted by

NERIWALM on 19th May, 2025.

Figure 9: Photograph captured during survey.

1) NERIWALM successfully completed the second NABL assessment for the Soil and Water Testing

Laboratory on 7th and 8th June, 2025.

Figure 10: Photograph captured during the NABL.
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गंगा नदी म� जैव िविवधता संर�ण की िदशा
म� नए अ�ाय की शु�आत

भारतीय सं�ृित, इितहास और आ�ा��कता की जीवंत 

�तीक गंगा नदी, सिदयो ंसे जीवन, आ�था और उ�व की 

बहती धारा रही है। िहमालय से िनकली यह नदी करोड़ो ं

जीवनो ंके िलए मातृ� की छाँव बनकर बहती आई है, लेिकन 

समय के साथ �दूषण और मानवीय ह��ेप ने इसकी 

��ता और जैव िविवधता को �भािवत िकया। इस सबके 

बावजूद, 'नमािम गंगे िमशन' ने गंगा के पुनज�वन के िलए एक 

नई िदशा दी है, जो अब एक महाअिभयान बन चुका है, नदी 

को नई ऊजा� और संक� के साथ पुनः  सजग कर रहा है।

गंगा का पा�र��थितकी तं� अब अद्भुत पुनजा�गरण की ओर 

बढ़ रहा है, और इसका सबसे �� उदाहरण है—रेड �ाउन 

��ड कछुए की गंगा म� तीन दशक बाद �ई ऐितहािसक 

वापसी। यह कछुआ अब एक जीव मा� नही,ं ब�� गंगा के 

नवजीवन और जैव िविवधता के संर�ण की सफलता का 

�तीक बन चुका है। इसकी उप��थित ने गंगा की धाराओ ंम� 

िफर से उ�ीद की लहर�  जगा दी ह�, और �कृित और मानव 

के सामंज� की यह कहानी आने वाली पीिढ़यो ं के िलए 

पया�वरण संर�ण की �ेरणा बन रही है।

गंगा का पा�र��थितकी पुनजा�गरण

गंगा का पुनज�वन केवल एक नदी की सफाई भर नही ंहै, 

ब�� यह सम� पया�वरणीय �ा� और मानव क�ाण की 

िदशा म� एक िनणा�यक कदम है। 'नमािम गंगे िमशन' ने गंगा 

की ��ता और जैव िविवधता को पुनः �थािपत करने के 

साथ-साथ �थानीय समुदायो ंके िलए पया�वरणीय ��थरता और 

नए अवसर �दान िकए ह�। इस अिभयान ने संकट�� 

�जाितयो,ं खासकर कछुओ ंके िलए सुरि�त आ�य �थािपत 

िकए ह�, िजससे निदयो ंके िकनारे की जैव िविवधता को बल 

िमला है। �कृित, सं�ृित और मानव जीवन के बीच �थािपत 

�आ यह संतुलन न केवल ��थ पा�र��थितकी तं� का संकेत 

है, ब�� यह आने वाली पीिढ़यो ं के िलए एक �ेरणा�द 

उदाहरण भी है।

नमािम गंगे िमशन की दरदश� रणनीितू

नमािम गंगे िमशन केवल एक ��ता अिभयान नही,ं ब�� 

गंगा की जैव िविवधता, पा�र��थितकी और सां�ृितक मह� 

को पुनज�िवत करने का एक दूरदश� �यास है। इस सम� 

�ि�कोण म� जल की ��ता और पारदिश�ता को 

�ाथिमकता दी गई है, साथ ही संकट�� कछुओ ंके संर�ण 

को भी मह� िदया गया है, जो गंगा के पा�र��थितकी तं� के 

िलए अ�ंत मह�पूण� ह�। उ�र �देश के हैदरपुर वेटल�ड, 

सारनाथ कछुआ रे��ू क� � और अ� कछुआ अभयार�ो ंम� 

िकए गए वै�ािनक शोध और अ�यन ने कछुओ ंके �ाकृितक 

आवासो ंकी बहाली म� मह�पूण� योगदान िदया है। इन �यासो ं

ने पया�वरण संर�ण का एक �भावशाली मॉडल ��ुत िकया 

है, जो गंगा के साथ संतुलन साधने की �ेरणा बन रहा है।

हैदरपुर वेटल�ड: संर�ण की नई उ�ीद

उ�र �देश के ह�रयाली से िघरे हैदरपुर वेटल�ड कॉ��े� ने 

�कृित संर�ण और जैव िविवधता के िव�ार म� एक नई 

उ�ीद जगाई है। यह रामसर साइट न केवल �थानीय �र 

पर, ब�� वैि�क पया�वरणीय संर�ण के िलए भी अ�ंत 

मह�पूण� है। यहां की शांत और �� जलधाराएँ कछुओ ं

सिहत अ� जलीय जीवो ंके िलए आदश� �ाकृितक आवास 

�दान करती ह�। वै�ािनको ंऔर पया�वरण िवशेष�ो ंके लंबे 

अ�यन और शोध के बाद इसे संकट�� कछुओ ं की 

पुनः �थापना के िलए सव��म �थल माना गया है। इस िदशा म� 

संर�णकता�ओ ंने कछुओ ंकी आबादी बढ़ाने, उ�� सुरि�त 

वातावरण �दान करने और उनके �ाकृितक आवासो ं म� 

पुन�था�पना करने के िलए एक �ापक और �व��थत योजना 

तैयार की है। 
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कछुओ ंकी पुनः �थापना का ऐितहािसक कदम

२६ अ�ैल, २०२५ को एक ऐितहािसक पहल के तहत, गरहैटा 

कछुआ संर�ण क� � से २० रेड �ाउन ��ड कछुओ ंको 

सावधानीपूव�क हैदरपुर वेटल�ड म� छोड़ा गया। इस �ि�या म� 

वै�ािनको ंने अ�ाधुिनक सोिनक टैग तकनीक का उपयोग 

िकया, िजससे कछुओ ंकी िनगरानी संभव �ई। इस अिभयान 

की खास बात यह रही िक कछुओ ंको दो अलग-अलग �े�ो ं

म� छोड़ा गया— एक समूह को वेटल�ड के बैराज �े� म� तथा 

दूसरे को गंगा के मु� जलमाग� म�। यह पता लगाने के िलए 

िकया गया िक इन दोनो ंजगहो ंम� से कछुओ ंके िलए कौन-सा 

�े� अिधक सुरि�त और सुिवधाजनक सािबत होता है।

'सॉ�' बनाम 'हाड�' �रलीज़ रणनीित

यह पहल अपने आप म� अद्भुत और वै�ािनक �प से 

मह�पूण� है �ोिंक पहली बार इस �ि�या म� 'सॉ�' और 

'हाड�' �रलीज़ रणनीित का �योग िकया गया है। सॉ� �रलीज़ 

रणनीित म� कछुओ ंको धीरे-धीरे उनके नए आवास के �ित 

अ�� िकया जाता है, जबिक हाड� �रलीज़ म� उ�� सीधे नए 

आवास म� छोड़ िदया जाता है। अगले दो वष� तक वै�ािनक 

इन कछुओ ंकी गितिविधयो,ं �वहार और जीिवत रहने की 

दर की गहराई से िनगरानी कर� गे।

गंगा के पा�र��थितकी तं� की बहाली का �ापक �भाव

रेड �ाउन ��ड कछुओ ंकी गंगा म� वापसी न केवल एक 

जैिवक सफलता है, ब�� यह गंगा के पा�र��थितकी तं� म� 

��थरता और संतुलन बनाए रखने म� भी मह�पूण� भूिमका िनभा 

रही है। इनकी पुनः �थापना से न केवल गंगा के पा�र��थितकी तं� 

का �ा� सुधरेगा, ब�� जैव िविवधता म� भी सुधार होगा, 

िजससे पूरी नदी �णाली का जीवन और समृ�� बढ़ेगी। यह 

�ि�या गंगा के पा�र��थितकी तं� के िलए एक नया युग लेकर 

आई है, िजसम� हर जीव, चाहे वह कछुआ हो या जलजीव, अपने 

पा�र��थितकीय कत��ो ंको िनभाकर नदी के संतुलन म� योगदान 

कर रहा है। 

सामूिहक भागीदारी की �ेरणा

यह अिभयान हम� यह मह�पूण� संदेश देता है िक पया�वरण 

संर�ण एक ���गत �यास नही,ं ब�� एक सामूिहक काय� 

है, िजसम� सरकार, वै�ािनको,ं समुदायो ंऔर �यंसेवी संगठनो ं

की भागीदारी अिनवाय� है। नमािम गंगे िमशन ने यह सािबत कर 

िदया िक जब सभी िहतधारक िमलकर एक साझा उ�े� के िलए 

काम करते ह�, तो कोई भी पा�र��थितकी संकट असंभव नही ं

होता। इस िमशन ने यह िस� िकया है िक सही रणनीित, �ढ़ 

इ�ाश�� और सामूिहक �यासो ं से हम पया�वरणीय 

सम�ाओ ंका समाधान कर सकते ह�। यह िमशन हम� बताता है 

िक जब हम सभी एकजुट होकर काय� करते ह�, तो प�रवत�न न 

केवल संभव, ब�� अप�रहाय� हो जाता है।

भिव� के िलए उ�ीद की िकरण

रेड �ाउन ��ड कछुओ ंकी वापसी गंगा की जैव िविवधता के 

पुनः �थापना की िदशा म� पहला सफल कदम है। आने वाले समय 

म� इस �यास का िव�ार और भी अ� िवलु� होती �जाितयो ं

की बहाली म� िकया जाएगा। नमािम गंगे िमशन अब एक ऐसी 

िमसाल बन चुका है जो िव� �र पर जल संर�ण और जैव 

िविवधता पुनः �थापना के िलए एक �ेरणा के �प म� देखा जा 

सकता है। आने वाले समय म� इस �यास का िव�ार अ� 

िवलु� �जाितयो ंके संर�ण और बहाली के �े� म� िकया जाएगा, 

िजससे गंगा और उसकी सहायक निदयो ंके पा�र��थितकी तं� 

को संजीवनी िमलेगी।

िन�ष�

गंगा नदी के पा�र��थितकी तं� की बहाली के िलए रेड 

�ाउन ��ड कछुए की यह वापसी महज शु�आत है। आने 

वाले वष� म� गंगा की यह पुनः �थािपत जैव िविवधता न केवल 

पया�वरण ब�� सां�ृितक और सामािजक �ि� से भी 

लाभदायक होगी। यह पहल आ�� करती है िक यिद ठोस 

योजनाओ ंऔर �ढ़ संक� के साथ �यास िकए जाएँ तो बड़ी 

पया�वरणीय चुनौितयो ंका सामना िकया जा सकता है। नमािम 

गंगे िमशन की यह सफलता भारत के िलए एक पया�वरणीय 

पुनजा�गरण का �तीक है।
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7th Meeting of the Steering Committee of 
Ken-Betwa Link Project (SC-KBLP)

7th meeting of the Steering Committee of Ken-Betwa Link Project (SC-KBLP) under the Chairpersonship of 

Secretary, DoWR, RD & GR was held on 24.04.2025 at Vigyan Bhawan (Annexe), New Delhi.

21st Meeting of Task Force for Interlinking of Rivers (TFILR)

21st meeting of Task Force for Interlinking of Rivers (TFILR) under the Chairmanship of Chairman, CWC was 

held on 12.06.2025 at Sewa Bhawan, New Delhi in hybird mode.
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National Water Informatics Centre

ROADMAP AND ACTION PLAN OF NWIC

The role and functions of National Water Informatics Centre (NWIC) may broadly be classified into the following 

5 key pillars of action.

(I) Water Data Governance

(ii) Water Data Publishing

(iii) Water Data Visualizations

(iv) Water Data for Decision Support Systems

(v) Water Data for Innovations in Water Sector

API CATALOG IN DATA DOWNLOAD MODULE OF INDIA-WRIS

The data dissemination platform of NWIC, India-WRIS (Water Resources Information System) has introduced a 

new feature to the users to fetch the data vide API through the API Catalog under Data Download module, in the 

header menu of its website. This module provides access to the time series datasets. This data API's are based on 

Basin Level Hierarchy as well as Administrative Level Hierarchy.  Following are the datasets that are available.

TRAINING ON WIMS MODULES

Training sessions were conducted on 25th March, 

2025 to support implementing agencies of National 

Hydrology Project (NHP) to familiarize them with 

various features and functionalities of Water 

Information Management System (WIMS) modules. 

These modules are Station Management, MIS 

Dashboard, Email & SMS, Managing Contacts, 

Data-Entry, Data View, Data View Management, Data 

Entry for Stage Summary Discharge.

The sessions consisted of a detailed presentation on 

these modules, providing a thorough understanding, 

followed by a live demonstration.

TRAINING ON INDIA-WRIS MODULES

Training sessions were conducted on 26th and 27th 

March, 2025 for Implementing Agencies of NHP on 

Functionalities & Overview of India-WRIS (Water 

Re s o u r c e s  I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m )  H y d r o -

meteorological & Legacy Data Modules, India -WRIS 

Surface water Modules and Ground water Modules

The training included a presentat ion,  l ive 

demonstration, and a Q&A session.

• Rainfall

• River Water Discharge

• Temperature

• SnowFall

• Ground Water Level  

• Reservoir

• Suspended Sediment

• Atmospheric Pressure

• Evapo Transpiration

• Relative Humidity

• Solar Radiation

• River Water Level

• Wind Direction

• Soil Moisture
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47th Edition of Dialogue with District Magistrates (DMs)

The session began with an introduction to the 57th edition of the 'Water Talk' series, jointly organized by the National 

Water Mission (NWM), The Ministry of Jal Shakti and DOWR, RD & GR held on April 02, 2025. Ms. Annanya Saraswat of 

APAC News Network extended warm welcome to Ms. Archana Varma, Additional Secretary & Mission Director of 

National Water Mission, NWM, and the speakers, Sh Rahul Kardile, IAS., Collector, Nanded District and Shri Aditya 

Vikram Yadav, JS in CM's Secretariat, Assam. During the 47th edition of the Water Series Webinar organized by the 

National Water Mission, Sri Rahul Kardile presented a detailed account of the initiatives undertaken during his tenure 

as the District Collector of Nanded, Maharashtra, to address water scarcity and improve local water management 

through participatory and sustainable approaches. Despite receiving moderate annual rainfall of around 100 cm, 

Nanded district faced significant challenges including seasonal flooding during the monsoon, acute water scarcity 

during summer season, and an unbalanced cropping pattern that saw Rabi cultivation lagging significantly behind 

Kharif. These issues were compounded by the fragmented origin of the Dham River, extensive siltation of its 

tributaries, and а marked decline in the groundwater table, as confirmed by the Groundwater Surveys and 

Development Agency (GSDA). 

To tackle these interrelated issues, a multi-pronged strategy was adopted, focusing on river rejuvenation, artificial 

groundwater recharge structures, revival of old and neglected water bodies, and the promotion of micro-irrigation 

systems. Using data from the Maharashtra Remote Sensing Applications Centre (MRSAC), 175 groundwater-stressed 

villages were identified. Planning for these interventions was carried out in close coordination with grassroots-level 

functionaries such as Gram Sevaks and Talathis, ensuring a community-driven and inclusive approach. One of the 

notable achievements during his tenure was the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Bajaj 

Foundation under a unique public-private-community partnership model. The funding structure comprised 45% 

contribution from the NGO, 50% from government sources, and 5% from the local community. Despite the economic 

challenges faced by this agrarian and low-HDI district, the administration successfully mobilized community 

contributions. As a result, 215 kilometers of nallahs were deepened across 96 villages, directly benefiting over 70,000 

acres of agricultural land and more than 10,000 farming families.

जल चचा�  |  JAL CHARCHA APR-JUN 202547



To enhance the sustainability of these interventions, the district administration collaborated with the Social Forestry 

Department to undertake plantation activities. Around 38,000 bamboo saplings and Stylohamata grass were planted 

along nallah banks to stabilize soil and prevent re-siltation, while also providing fodder and fuel to nearby 

communities. The model was further expanded with the involvement of other NGOs such as the Art of Living 

Foundation, which adopted the same funding pattern to replicate similar efforts in additional villages. In parallel, the 

administration implemented Maharashtra's 'Galactic Scheme,̓  a program that encourages desilting of water bodies 

and the distribution of nutrient-rich silt to farmland in order to enhance soil fertility and agricultural productivity. The 

initiative gained popularity, particularly among marginal farmers who also benefited from state-supported 

incentives. Another critical intervention was carried out under the state's 'Salaha Januya Nadi' (Know Your River) 

initiative, which focused on creating public awareness around river conservation without any dedicated funding. The 

campaign empowered local communities to study and evaluate the health of rivers in their vicinity. In Nanded, this 

process revealed alarming degradation at the origin of the Dham River, including silted and blocked tributaries and 

altered water flows due to deforestation and unregulated sand mining. Acting on the findings, the district 

administration allocated over 22 crore from the District Planning Committee (DPC) to carry out the restoration of the 

Dham River's origin. This included the construction of continuous contour trenches (CCTs), gabion structures, and 

loose boulder structures (LBS). 

The work, located in remote forested areas, was carefully supervised by the Collector himself, who personally visited 

the sites multiple times to ensure the highest standards of execution and transparency. Pre and post-work 

documentation was maintained to ensure accountability and encourage future replicability. Additionally, a locally-led 

initiative in the aspirational block of Karanja resulted in the construction of more than 390 low-cost 'ray bandharas'-

simple sandbag check dams designed to retain post-monsoon water flows. These structures were built entirely 

through community participation and without any government expenditure, demonstrating how low-tech, high-

impact solutions can be deployed effectively at scale. By the end of his tenure in November, Shri Rahul Kardile 

reported that 110 kilometers of nallah deepening had been completed, covering 36 villages and positively impacting 

approximately 12,000 hectares of farmland. These outcomes reflected a holistic model of integrated water resource 

management-grounded in technical planning, supported by public-private partnerships, and driven by community 

ownership.

The second presentation was made by Sri Aditya Vikram Yadav on afforestation and eco-restoration of a remote 

riverine island in Sivasagar district through bamboo plantation over 120 hectares, funded through a unique public-

private partnership model and MGNREGA. The plantation, located in a critical elephant corridor, aimed at generating 

future income for local Panchayati Raj Institutions while addressing issues of erosion, encroachment, and human-

elephant conflict. The partnership model ensured that while the private partner handled planting and maintenance at 

no cost to the government, future profits from bamboo monetization would be equally shared between the 

Panchayat system and the investor. To mitigate elephant raids on farmlands, the administration developed a 'resting 

zone' using silviculture plantations such as vetiver and napier grass, along with banana and wild paddy crops. The 

result was a complete halt to elephant incursions in nearby villages for the first time in recent memory. The bamboo 

plantation is also expected to contribute significantly to Assam's growing demand for raw material for bioethanol 

production, as it feeds into the supply chain of the upcoming NRL refinery in Golaghat district. Following both 

presentations, Ms. Archana Varma, Additional Secretary and Mission Director, National Water Mission, delivered the 

keynote reflections. She commended the systemic, community-centric approaches in both Nanded and Sivasagar, 

emphasizing the critical importance of storage augmentation, river health improvement, catchment protection, and 

convergence of government schemes. She noted that despite divergent ecological contexts, both initiatives had 

common strengths in public participation, afforestation, and nature-based solutions. While appreciating the 

innovative public-private model in Sivasagar, she suggested building greater local institutional capacity for managing 

such projects to reduce dependence on external private entities. She emphasized that future interventions, 

particularly in ecologically sensitive zones such as riverine islands, must maintain a delicate balance between 

development and conservation. Concluding her remarks, she reiterated the broader objectives of the Jal Shakti 

Abhiyan, which now include river basin restoration alongside groundwater recharge and urged district collectors to 

focus on source sustainability for drinking water schemes through decentralized and perennial water storage 

systems.
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59th Edition of Water-Talk

The 59th Water Talk session began with a warm welcome extended to all participants, emphasizing the purpose of the 

Water Talk series as a platform for meaningful discussions on water resource management. The session was hosted 

under the aegis of the National Water Mission, the Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India. It opened with a short 

film showcasing the initiatives of the National Water Mission and the broader Jal Shakti Abhiyan, focusing on themes 

such as water conservation, rainwater harvesting, traditional water systems, water use efficiency, and the "Catch the 

Rain" campaign. Following the video, the host Ms. Annanya Saraswat, from APAC News Network welcomed 

distinguished speakers, including Ms. Archana Varma, Additional Secretory and Mission Director of the National 

Water Mission, Mr. Snehit Prakash, Regional Director of BORDA South Asia, and Ms. Ansu Chariyan, Lead Integrated 

Water Management at BORDA South Asia. 

Ms. Archana Varma, AS & MD, delivered the keynote address highlighting the critical importance of community-

led and scientifically-informed water conservation efforts. She drew attention to the Government of India's strategic 

shift from solely supply-side water management to a more balanced and inclusive approach that integrates 

demand-side management. This includes reducing, recycling, recharging, and respecting water a strategy that 

recognizes water as a finite and invaluable resource. A focal point of her remarks was the "Jal Shakti Abhiyan: 

Catch the Rain" and its evolution into the Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari (JSJB) movement, which was officially 

launched on September 6, 2024. Ms. Archana Varma underscored how this initiative stands out due to its 

emphasis on whole-of-government and whole-ofsociety participation. The JSJB initiative has succeeded in 

mobilizing communities, NGOs, corporate CSR arms, RWAs, and panchayats without any direct financial 

disbursement from the Ministry, instead relying on convergence and community commitment. 

She noted that although India's total available freshwater is estimated at 1126 billion cubic meters, the demand is 

projected to rise to approximately 1180 billion cubic meters by 2050. This implies a persistent deficit unless significant 

efforts are made on the demand side. The JSJB initiative is positioned to address these gaps through participatory 

water management, with particular attention to last-mile delivery, especially in agriculture and small towns, which are 

often overlooked. The AS & MD shared promising statistics from the field, including the construction of over 15 lakh 
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water conservation structures, of which 12.5 lakh have already been completed. These range from borewell recharge 

systems to gabion structures and small check dams. Importantly, these results have been achieved without direct 

government funding, highlighting the power of community ownership and decentralized action. She cited 

Rajasthan's Baran district as а leading example where the District Magistrate successfully mobilized CSR funding for 

community-led water initiatives. Furthermore, she explained how JSJB 2.0, launching on June 1, aims to scale this 

momentum and construct 2 million structures. 

The program's success relies on encouraging local leadership and participation, integrating traditional knowledge 

and modern science, and ensuring sustainability through local accountability and ownership. After her address, the 

session transitioned to BORDA South Asia's presentation, led by Ms. Ansu Cheria and Mr. Snehit Prakash. The 

presentation focused on BORDA's community-based interventions in small towns across India, emphasizing the link 

between water conservation and urban development. The BORDA team elaborated on their experiences in facilitating 

water and wastewater resilience through partnerships with municipalities, local communities, and NGOs. They 

reiterated several key themes raised earlier, including the need for efficient water use, the importance of inclusive 

planning at the last mile, and the value of small but scalable interventions. 

The BORDA representatives discussed how community engagement can improve the implementation and 

sustainability of water projects, particularly in urban areas experiencing rapid growth and increasing water stress. The 

session focused on sharing key learnings and experiences from decentralized water and sanitation initiatives 

undertaken in small towns across India and neighboring countries. The objective was to highlight practical, 

community-driven models that have addressed critical infrastructure challenges in underrepresented urban areas, 

particularly those facing harsh climatic conditions or located outside traditional planning frameworks. The session 

concluded with acknowledgment of the shared responsibility among government, civil society, and citizens in 

securing India's water future. The National Water Mission reaffirmed its commitment to enabling dialogue, 

collaboration, and innovation in the water sector, particularly in underserved urban and semi-urban settings.
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IN NEWSPAPERS
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THE X SNIPPETS
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जल क� प�रभाषा

कह� न�दयां कह� झरने, कह� झील और फ�ारा,

यह है जीवन क� शैली, यह है जीवन क� धारा। 

यह जल ही तो है �जसने जीवन संवारा,  

इसके बगैर न हर�गज़ कोई भी गुज़ारा। 

है �मुख �कतना पानी, यह है लंबी कहानी, 

�जसने समझी कहानी, सुनो उनक� ज़ुबानी। 

�क अब बबा�द न होगा, एक कतरा भी जल का, 

यह �सफ�  आज का �ज़� नह�, यही मु�ा है कल का। 

अपने �ह�े का पानी बचाकर तो देखो, 

ये �ज�ेदारी ज़रा सी �नभा कर तो देखो। 

�फर देखना �कतना अ�ुत होगा नज़ारा,

कह� न�दयां कह� झरने, कह� झील और फ�ारा,

यह है जीवन क� शैली, यह है जीवन क� धारा।

- अ�मत भारती
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